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‘At the beginning of the year, we were still recognized as the world’s best police force ... but overnight, 

<2 J - i : a 
the same Hong Kong police force was smeared as rogue cops...This is the biggestyconspiracy and lie in 
the world, we have been fr onitil 4 > 
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When the truth offends, we lie and lie until,we can no longer remember it is even there, but it is still 
there. Every lie we tell incurs a debt to the truth. Sooner or later, that debt is paid. 


Quote from Chernobyl (TV Series, 2019) 
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When we dlesoflbe a political_system how it works, the relations between the various branches of 
government, how the huge bureaucratic machineries functioneof which, the channels of command are 
part, and how the*civilian and themilitary and the police forces are interconnected, to ‘mention only 
outstanding chanagteristics-it is inevitable thatawe speak of all Persons used by the system in ances of 
cogs and wheels thatReep the administration running. «Bach cog, that is, each personjmust be 
“expendable without changing-the system, an assur pian y all bureaucracies, all civil services, 
and all functions properly speaking... 


“For, as th theyudges took cl gh to point ouf explicitly, in a courtroom there is no system on trial, no 


m, anti-Semitism for. instance, but.a person, and if the defendant 


History 0 or historical 
happens to be a nary, he es _al precisely because even a functionary is still a human 
being, and it is in this capacity that he stands trial. 


aa 
Hannah Arendt, “Perso LRG nsibility Unde Dictate (1964) 
‘A 


There are six things that the Lord hat mthat MP cbéination to him: haughty eyes, a lying 
tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a t thatdevises, wicked plans, feet that make haste to 
run toevil, a false witness who breathes out liesandoh@ who sows discord among brothers. 


#1do3 ad xy’ 
Proverbs 6: 16-19, 
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Alan Lau Yip Shing, Deputy Eplictiiagp nistioner of the Hong Kong Police Force 
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About Us 


Progressive Scholars Group (PSG) is a scholar 
network in Hong Kong which aims at promoting 
“academic autonomy and a strong civil society”. 


Research Objective 


This research aims at documenting the violations 
of internationally recognized human rights by 
Hong Kong Police from June to December 2019. 


Research Team 


The “police brutality working group” of Progressive Scholars Group (PSG) is responsible 
for conducting this research. Members include scholars from different disciplines such as 
political science, history and law. 


Welcome Feedback 


We welcome your comments and suggestions on this research report. Please write to us 
at hkprogressivescholars @ gmail.com. 
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Executive Summary, 


*This report categorizes, discusses, and explains 
the possible contraventions of the international 
laws of law enforcement (LOLE), international 
human rights laws (IHRL), and various 
international standards by the Hong Kong Police 
Force (HKPF) during the 2019-2020 Hong Kong 
Protests (the “Protests”). 


*The scale and impact of the alleged misconduct 
of the HKPF during the Protests were 
unprecedented, to the extent that it may lead to 
changes in LOLE and IHRL. 


*Many of the misconducts allegedly committed by 
members of the HKPF were avoidable and were 
not merely products of confusion and 
circumstances. 


*To justify the use of seemingly excessive force, 
the HKPF often tried to exaggerate the violence 
of the protesters and to portray all forms of 
protests violent or criminal. 


*The use of excessive force to suppress the 
Protests by the HKPF intensified the situation 
and led to an escalation of violence, not the 
other way round. 


*The HKPF’s denial of any wrongdoings and its 
tendency to blame the public and the media for 
the collapse of its image and its disastrous 
failure led to widespread public hostility towards 
the HKPF. 


*The leaders of the HKPF repeatedly prevented 
the HKSAR government from de-escalating 
through their public pronouncements. 


*These cases of misconduct and abuse of power 
reflected some of the systematic problems 


within the HKPEF such as but not limited to 
gross incompetence of its leadership, poor 
understanding of LOLE and IHRL, lack of 
accountability, toxic militaristic and machismo 
culture, disdain of civil authority, preferential 
recruitment, and the ever-increasing distance 
between the HKPF and the public. 


*The current monitoring mechanism, consisting 
of the Complaints Against Police Office (CAPO) 
and the Independent Police Complaints Council 
(IPCC), are inadequate as they lack the incentive 
or power to handle the complaints against the 
HKPF during the Protests. 


"The HKSAR government and the PRC 
government behind it consistently refused to 
launch an independent inquiry to investigate 
allegations of the HKPF’s violations of local and 
international laws. 


*Because of its scale and impact, the author of 
this report maintains that, if the HKSAR 
government is unable or unwilling to set up an 
independent commission of inquiry that was 
equipped with adequate “power, capacity, and 
independent investigative capability” as 
suggested by the independent expert panel of 
IPCC, the alleged misconducts of the HKPF 
should be investigated by competent 
international bodies such as the United Nations 
Security Council, Human Rights Council 
(UNHRC), the Office of the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), or 
the International Criminal Court (ICC), as they 
are all empowered to launch independent 
inquiries. 
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Executive Summary, 


*Concerned states can follow the example of the 
United States to establish sanction regimes and 
mechanisms against individuals violating human 
rights in Hong Kong, by passing legislation 
similar to the Hong Kong Human Rights and 
Democracy Act of 2019 (HKHRDA) and Global 
Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act. In 
particular, the United Kingdom can use its 
International Criminal Court Act 2001 to initiate 
an investigation on the HKPF personnel who 
were British nationals. Other countries may also 
adopt similar measures. The international 
community should also support and monitor any 
UN and other international bodies to investigate 
violations of human rights by the HKPF and 
ensure accountability. Nations should 
immediately stop selling law enforcement 
equipment, firearms, Less-Lethal (LL) 
ammunitions, and other high-tech equipment to 
the HKPF that can be used against the people in 
Hong Kong. 


*International human rights standards and the 
rule of law must be upheld and respected, if the 
HKSAR government and the PRC government 
want to restore peace and maintain Hong Kong’s 
status as one of the international financial hubs. 
This can only be done through a thorough 
international independent investigation of the 
HKPF’s alleged misconducts during the Protests, 
criminal prosecution of HKPF officers where 
appropriate, and a substantial reform of the 
HKPF when needed so that its outlook, culture, 
structure, training, regulations, and equipment 
are in line with updated LOLE as well as IHRL. 
Local legislation that encouraged HKPF officers 
to abuse their powers such as Emergency 


Regulations Ordinance (Cap. 241), Public Order 
Ordinance (Cap. 245), Summary Offences 
Ordinance (Cap. 228), and Independent Police 
Complaints Council Ordinance (Cap. 604) must 
be revamped or abolished. IPCC should be given 
enough power, capacity, and independent 
investigative capability through legislation and 
more importantly international oversight. 


*The people of Hong Kong should be equipped 
with the relevant knowledge of international 
human rights standards and politically 
empowered to ensure they have a say in the 
process so that actual changes can be made. It is 
in this context that popular elections for both 
the Legislative Council and the Chief Executive 
are imperative. 


*As of January 2020, the HKPF is stepping up its 

“shock and awe” tactics on even the most 
peaceful political expressions. International 
pressure is urgently required to stop this, and a 
thorough investigation and swift punishment for 
those who were involved in the misconducts is 
perhaps the only way to prevent further 
escalation of violence. A repeat of the debacle of 
the Lytton Commission of 1932 would be a 
recipe for disaster. 
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Notes on Methodology 


This report covers around 1,200 cases of alleged police brutality and 
misconducts happened between 9 June 2019 and 21 January 2020 in 
Hong Kong. 


The major source of information of this report is a HKPF Brutality 
Database: https://tl.hkrev.info/police-timeline; various media (local 


and international) reports are also consulted. Whenever possible, 
multiple sources of information are consulted to the best ability of the 
author. 


It should be noted, as the international experts studying the cases 
collected by the Washington Post suggest, that images and video clips 
provided by the media and the databases “do not always illustrate the 
full picture of events around a specific incident”. Thus, the report 
discusses the cases as allegations and potential violations of LOLE and 
IHRL; the author of this report believes that to ensure fairness to all 
parties concerned, the formation of an independent international 
commission of inquiry with enough authority and expertise is 


imperative. 


Domestic laws will not be discussed in this report in detail as it has 
been and will probably be handled by more competent bodies such as 
the Hong Kong Bar Association, which also called for the 
establishment of a commission of inquiry: https://www.hkba.org/ 
sites/default/files/20200114%20- 
%20Letter%20to%20CE%20and%20Paper%200n%20Establishment% 
200f%20Comission%200f%2 0Inquiry.pdf. 
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Preface 


The author of this report believes that the survival of Hong Kong as one of the 
international financial centers in Asia relies mainly on the existence of the rule of law, 
preservation of a diverse and tolerant civil society, existence of a free press, a fair 
government, and efficient infrastructure. The purpose of this report is to chronicle and to 
put in context the systematic abuse of power by the HKPF that threatened the very 
foundation of modern Hong Kong as an economic powerhouse, a vibrant and diverse 
society, and the home of more than seven million men, women, and children of different 
ethnicity, culture, and conviction. Without properly reforming the HKPE the author 
believes, it would be very risky for anyone to engage in meaningful economic, academic, 
cultural, social, touristic, and any other activities in the self-proclaimed international city. 
The fact that the author of this report has to remain anonymous speaks a lot about the 
current situation in terms of freedom from fear, freedom of speech, and academic 
freedom in Hong Kong. 
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The 2019-2020-Hon@Kons 


Protests: An Outline 


1. 


In June 2019, the HKPF was asked to handle a 

political protest of unprecedented scale in an 
highly developed international city, facing an 
angry population that was educated, creative, 
resourceful, and largely unarmed. To a 
considerable extent, it was the gross 
incompetence of the leaders of the Hong Kong 
Police Force (HKPFE, also known as “the Force), 
widespread misconduct at all levels, and 
inexplicable brutality of individual officers that 
the event became a prolonged conflict that was 
unmatched in the history of post-WWII Hong 
Kong in terms of human suffering and 
economic losses. 


The origin of the Protests was the HKSAR 
government’s proposal to pass the Fugitive 
Offenders and Mutual Legal Assistance in 
Criminal Matters Legislation (Amendment) 
Bill 2019 (thereafter as “the extradition bill”) 
that allowed the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region (HKSAR) government 
to transfer fugitives to the People’s Republic of 
China (PRC), which, unlike Hong Kong, does 
not have a Common Law system. The proposal 
ignited widespread fear among the Hong 
Kongers that the “One Country, Two Systems” 
arrangement would be further eroded, and 
their personal freedom would be in jeopardy. 
On 20 December, Reuters released a detailed 
report suggesting that the proposal of the 


extradition bill was originated in Beijing.! 


After months of minor protests that were 
largely peaceful, the HKSAR government, led 


by Carrie Lam and supported by (her hand- 
picked) Executive Council and the pro-PRC 
majority of the Legislative Council, was 
determined to pass the bill despite growing 
opposition. Lam and her allies dismissed 
dissenting views (including the opinion of the 
Hong Kong Bar Association) as being ignorant 
of the detail of the bill and blamed the 
opposition parties (loosely known as the Pan- 
Democrats) for stirring up trouble. In May, the 
struggle between the pro-PRC and the pan- 
Democrats legislators in the Bills Committee 
of the Legislative Council reached a deadlock. 
The government then attempted to force 
through the bill in the Legislative Council, as 
the pro-government camp had a majority after 
the “Disqualification Incident” in 2016, during 
which six Pan-Democrat Legislative Councilor 


were removed from office. 


The Pan-Democrats mobilized the public to 
attend a demonstration held on 9 June, as 
public discontent about the government’s 
handling of the bill mounted and as the voting 
date approached. On 7 June, however, there 
was a curious attack against an HKPF vehicle; 
two men threw Molotov cocktails at the 
vehicle then left the scene (later arrested and 
tried). The absence of a clear motive, the 
unnatural movement of the perpetrators, and 
the curious reactions of the HKPF personnel 
on the spot all led to more suspicion and 
anger, especially with the unpleasant memory 
of the HKPF’s conducts during the Occupy 
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Protests: AnsOattline 


Movement in 2014 in the minds of many. 


5. On 9 June, a peaceful demonstration against 
the bill took place on Hong Kong Island; the 
organizers claimed that there were as many as 
1,000,000 participants (the HKPF estimation 
was 240,000). Towards the end of the 
demonstration, some protesters tried to rush 
into the plaza in front of the Legislative Council 
but were beaten back by HKPF officers armed 
with batons. In the evening of the day, Carrie 
Lam shocked the city by issuing a short 
statement that the voting of the bill would take 


place on 12 June. 


6. On 12 June, tens of thousands of protesters 
started a peaceful sit-in near the Legislative 
Council; meanwhile, hundreds of protesters 
started to force through the gates of the 
building complex. CP Stephen Lo Wai Chung, 
the Commissioner of Police, declared the event 
a “riot” and the HKPF suppressed the protesters 
with force. The suppression led to a rally of an 
unprecedented scale on 16 June, participated by 
2,000,000 as its organizers claimed (the HKPF 
estimation was 338,000). By then, the 
protesters and their supporters consolidated 
their demands to the “Five Demands”: 1) 
withdrawal of the extradition bill, 2) formation 
of an independent commission of inquiry into 
alleged police brutality, 3) retraction the 
classification of event as “riot”, 4) amnesty for 


arrested protesters, and 5) resignation of Carrie 


Lam (later transpired to universal suffrage for 
both the Legislative Councilors and the Chief 
Executive in July). The HKSAR government 
responded by postponing the extradition bill 
and remained silent on other demands. Cheung 
Kin Chung, the Chief Secretary, issued a 
statement that the event was not a riot, but was 
openly challenged by SSGT Lam Chi Wai, the 
chairman of the Junior Police Officers 
Association (JPOA). 


7. The political situation in Hong Kong quickly 
deteriorated in the following weeks. On 21 
June, tens of thousands of protesters 
surrounded the HKPF headquarters, throwing 
eggs at its gate. On 1 July, the 22nd anniversary 
of the establishment of the HKSAR, protesters 
entered the Legislative Council building and 
selectively vandalized the symbols of political 
and institutional power, after the HKPF had 
inexplicably withdrew from the complex 
following an almost eight-hour standoff. A PRC 
flag was thrown into the sea. The PRC 
responded to these actions by mobilizing the 
state media to condemn the Protests as a Color 
Revolution. Apparently, the public opinion in 
the PRC stood firmly behind Beijing. 


8. In the following two weeks, smaller scale 
protests took place in the neighborhoods in 
Hong Kong, with locally related themes that 
addressed social problems that were seen as the 


result of frictions between Hong Kong and the 
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PRC. One such protest held on 7 July was about 
expelling a group of mainland singers who 
occupied the Tuen Mun Park as their performing 
stage; the HKPF, however, protected the mainland 
singers and its action caused much resentment. 
During another community protest held in the 
evening of 14 July (a Sunday), riot police stormed 
into a shopping mall at Sha Tin where a large 
crowd of shoppers and diners was present. 


9. On 21 July, after a largely peaceful 
demonstration, a group of protesters defaced the 
national emblem at the front gate of the Liaison 
Office, the official representative of the PRC in 
Hong Kong. In the same evening, a pro-PRC and 
pro-HKPF mob entered the Yuen Long MTR 
Station and randomly assaulted the passengers, 
including some of the returning protesters from 
the peaceful demonstration of the day. Thereafter, 
protesters and HKPF riot police clashed in the 
neighbourhoods, especially where police stations 
and police quarters could be found. In many cases, 
the HKPF adopted an inexplicably high-handed 
approach to the protesters, and, in many cases, the 
bystanders who voiced their anger at the HKPF 
The JPOA responded by calling the protesters 
“cockroaches” (gaat-zaat), a nomenclature that 


was widely adopted by HKPF officers. 


10. Then, as the HKSAR Government refused to 
concede to any of the demands and the HKPF 
stepped up the use of force even against passerby 
and onlookers, the protesters started to disrupt 
the running of the city by targeting the mass 
transit systems and the Hong Kong International 


Airport. On 5 August, clashes between riot police 
and protesters took place in different parts of the 
city, and one HKPF officer attempted to fire at the 
protesters at the Hong Kong International Airport. 
On that day, the HKPF fired 800 canisters of tear 
gas. Then, violent clashes broke out almost every 
weekend. The PRC stepped up the information 
offensive against the protesters, especially after a 
reporter from the state-run Global Times was 
beaten up during a clash at the airport. 


11. Because of the mounting popular unrest and 
the anger purportedly generated by the HKPF’s 
actions, another large-scale demonstration took 
place on 17 August, and the organizers claimed 
that 1.7 million participated. The HKSAR 
government, however, offered little meaningful 
response to the protesters, while the PRC state 
media insisted that it was caused by a small 
minority that “bordered to terrorism”. In the 
coming two weeks, small-scale protests in the 
neighborhoods continued, with more cases of 
alleged police brutality being circulated on social 


media and in online forums. 


12. The situation quickly deteriorated on 31 
August, the fifth anniversary of the PRC’s decision 
to block the introduction of universal suffrage of 
the Chief Executive in Hong Kong. It was the first 
time when firebombs were being used in a large 
number. In the evening, a group of masked HKPF 
Raptor officers stormed into an MTR station 
platform and a train, ferociously beating and 
pepper spraying the passengers, after a scuffle 


between pro-government passengers and the 
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protesters. The confused event led to 
speculations among the public that an 
unspecified number of people died during the 
raid. The HKPF denied any wrongdoing and the 
MTR has refused to release the CCTV footage of 
the platform. Public hostility towards the HKPF 
reached a new height. 


13. As the situation became increasingly out of 
control, Carrie Lam announced that the 
extradition bill was withdrawn on 4 September, 
almost two months after she said the bill was 
“dead” on 9 July. In that month, pressure 
mounted on the HKSAR government to end the 
protest as the 70th anniversary of the PRC (1 
October 2019) approached. This led to the first 
(and until mid-December the only) public 
forum between Carrie Lam and randomly 
selected members of the public, including an ex- 
HK Auxiliary Police officer who was one of the 
few voices that praised Carrie Lam in that 
meeting?. Immediately after that, however, 
Carrie Lam reiterated that she had no intention 
of accepting other demands of the protesters. 
Throughout the month, protests of smaller scale 
continued, with more MTR stations, PRC- 
related business, and pro-government shops and 
restaurants being vandalized. On 1 October, 
intense clashes broke out throughout the city, 
and an HKPF officer fired a live round at a 15- 
year-old student, critically wounding him. Three 
days later, the HKSAR government responded 
by invoking the emergency power to introduce 
the Anti-mask Law. This led to another city- 


wide protest throughout the day and in the 
subsequent weeks. Clashes in the districts 
continued; during a non-violent flash-protest 
targeted the wedding banquet of an HKPF 
officer in Tseung Kwan O on 4 November, Chow 
Tsz-lok, a 22-year-old university student, was 
found seriously wounded in a carpark next to 
the scene and died four days later. 


14. The death of Chow sparked a new round of 
protest in the coming weeks, as the protesters 
tried to disrupt the traffic of the city in the early 
morning of 11 November. On that day, an 
unarmed 21 years old student was shot by an 
HKPF officer. In the afternoon, protesters set 
fire on a man who chased and beat up protesters 
who were trying to disrupt the running of the 
MTR. Protesters blocked the traffic of several 
major roads near the university campuses, and 
the HKPF attempted to storm these campuses, 
starting from the Chinese University of Hong 
Kong (CHUK) at Sha Tin. On 12 November 
alone, over 1,500 tear gas canisters were fired at 
CUHK. On 18 November, the HKPF attempted 
to storm the campus of the Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University (PolyU) at Tsim Sha Tsui, 
as the protesters used the campus to block the 
nearby roads. During these operations, the 
HKPF deployed not only the usual anti-riot 
gears but also armored cars and military grade 
firearms. Meanwhile, sporadic clashes between 
the protesters and the pro-PRC protesters broke 
out; one 70 years old onlooker was killed by a 
flying brick on 13 November. The sieges of the 
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universities led to public and international 
outcry. On 19 November, the US Senate passed 
the Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy 
Act. 


While the PolyU was still under siege, the 
election of the District Council took place on 24 
November, with the Pan-Democrats won a 
sweeping victory, taking 388 out of 452 seats in 
the eighteen district councils. Three days later, 
the President of the United States Donald 
Trump signed the Hong Kong Human Rights 
and Democracy Act. In response to the 
situation, Carrie Lam announced that the 
government considered to form a committee to 
“review” the events since June. On 30 
November, the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights of the United Nations, Michelle Bachelet, 
wrote an open letter on the South China Morning 
Post appealing the HKSAR government to 
launch “a proper independent and impartial 
judge-led investigation into reports of excessive 
use of violence by the police”3. However, on the 
next day, CP Chris Tang Ping Keung openly 
declared that it would be “unjust” for the HKPF 
to be investigated for its actions during the 
Protests*. Thereafter, the HKPF used fewer tear 
gas and LL ammunitions but increasingly relied 
on melee and round up tactics against the 
protesters, which led to more local and 
international outcry. 


16. On 1 December, the first weekend after the 
election, the HKPF used tear gas, beanbag 
rounds, and baton to disperse the three public 


events that had obtained permission from the 
HKPF; this led to a new round of conflicts>. A 
week later, hundreds of thousands of protesters 
participated in a rally organized by the Civil 
Human Rights Front; the organizers claimed 
that at least 800,000 participated. The day 
ended largely peacefully. Throughout December, 
smaller scale clashes took place in the 
neighborhoods, with undercover police beating 
up flash-mob protesters who tried to spray 
grafhiti, obstruct traffic, or disrupt the running 
of pro-PRC shops and restaurants. On 19 
December, the HKPF claimed that the Spark 
Alliance, a crowd-fund to provide financial 
assistance for the arrested protesters, was a 
money laundry organization. Four were 
arrested, and 70 million HKD was frozen. From 
24 to 31 December, a number of clashes broke 
out in the commercial areas, when riot police 
and undercover detectives attempted to stop any 
form of protest activities (mostly non-violent). 
Thereafter, forty political and human rights 
figures from eighteen countries wrote an open 
letter to Carrie Lam, urging her “to make it 
possible for an independent inquiry into police 
brutality to be established” and if she resists, 
“{they will] call on the international community 
to establish an international, independent 
inquiry mechanism.” On 1 January 2020, 
another large-scale demonstration organized by 
the Civil Human Rights Front took place; the 
organizers claimed that 1.03 million attended 
the march. The event was cut short by the 
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HKPFE, on the pretext that a bank was vandalized scale rallies at Central and Yuen Long, the 
(not robbed). More than 400 peaceful protesters theme of both events were about the 
and passerby were arrested. misconducts of the HKPF. 

17. ‘In January, the call for an independent 


inquiry from the society remained 
overwhelmingly clear. On 14 January, an 
unnamed member of the IPCC suggested that 
the first report of the IPCC might include a 
request to the Chief Executive to launch an 
independent commission of inquiry. However, 
IPCC announced that the release of the report 
would be postponed, and a member of the 
special subcommittee formed to review the 
Protests testified that she had yet to see the 
commanders concerning the 21 July attack as of 
the end of 2019 and that IPCC and the special 
subcommittee lacked the power to investigate 
the misconducts. On 15 January 2020, the Hong 
Kong Bar Association issued a letter to the Chief 
Executive calling for “the setting up of a 
Commission of Inquiry to inquire in to 
Government’s handling” of the 2019-2020 
Protests. Carrie Lam did not directly responded 
to the proposal, but “rejected” that there was a 
problem of police brutality during the seven 
months of Protests. In the meantime, the HKPF 
declared that it is considering to procure Tasers 
to deal with the protesters, and claimed to have 
discovered a group of radical protesters who 
procured firearms in preparations for attacks 
against HKPF officers. On 19 and 21 January, 
the HKPF again used force to disperse large 
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The Hong Kong Police 


in June 2019 


18. 


19. 


Established in 1844, the HKPF was one of the 
oldest police forces of the world (the New 
York Police Department was established in 
1845) and one of the first colonial police 
As the British had kept a small 
garrison throughout the colonial period 
(1841-1997, during which Japan ruled Hong 
Kong from 25 December 1941 to 30 August 
1945), the HKPF was a semi-military force 
that could assist the military even in wartime. 
During the Battle of Hong Kong in 1941, the 
HKPF was mobilized to fight alongside the 
British and Commonwealth garrison. 
Throughout the history of the HKPE the 
political loyalty of its personnel remained 


forces. 


understandably the prime concerns of its 
leadership. This partly explained the lenient 
treatment of the problem of police corruption 
in 1977, during which thousands of HKPF 
officers who committed acts of corruption but 
had not been charged were pardoned. 


As of 2018, the HKPF had an establishment of 
456 Superintendents or above ranks, 2,616 
Inspectors, 27,757 Junior police officers 
(POs), 4,569 Civilian staff, and 4,501 part- 
time Auxiliary Police. Hong Kong has been a 
safe city in the recent years despite the 
political turmoil; for example, the number of 
violent crimes decreased from 14,934 in 2007 
to 12,153 in 2013, and to 8,864 in 2018. 
However, the same period witnessed the 
militarization of the HKPF, but many of the 


20, 


— 


equipment brought since the 2000s saw little 
action except during the mass protests. In 
fact, during this period also witnessed an 
increase in the number of HKPF officers 
committing all sorts of crimes®. Sometimes, 
the charged officers used psychological 
pressure incurred during the political-related 
protests as defence (in one case, more than 
two years after the protests that “gave him 
much pressure”)’. 


The HKPF was commanded by Commissioner 
of Police (CP); until November 2019, the CP 
was Stephen Lo Wai Chung, who was 
succeeded by Chris Tang Ping-keung. Under 
the CP are the Deputy Commissioner of 
Police, Operations (DCP OPS) and Deputy 
Commissioner of Police, Management (DCP 
MAN). 
operational matters and the latter focuses on 


The former is responsible for 


training and administration. Chris Tang was 
the DCP OPS before becoming CP; thus, he 
was (and was also widely seen as) the man 
directly responsible for the direction, 
planning, and execution of the HKPF 
The HKPF was 
organized into six police regions (Hong Kong 
Island, Kowloon East/West, New Territories 
North/South, and Marine) and 23 districts. In 
“internal security situations”, 


operations from 9 June. 


regional Police 
Tactical Unit (PTU) companies would be 
“tiers” 


deployed into and supported by 


Emergency Units (EU) and other branches. 
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The Hong Kong Police 


in June 2019 


21. 


22. 


From 1945, the HKPF gradually developed its 
ability to quell large-scale civil unrests that 
were partly instigated by the Chinese 
Nationalists and Communists. In 1958, the 
HKPF established the Police Training 
Contingent, later reformed to become the 
PTU in 1966, an anti-riot outfit. HKPF officers 
assigned to the PIU would receive three 
months of special training, including anti-riot 
and crowd control drill. Basic military tactics 
and use of firearms are also being taught. By 
2019, the PTU had 12 companies and one HQ 
unit. In 1974, the Special Duties Unit (SDU) 
was formed under the HKPE, as a special 
operations unit that modelled after the British 
Special Air Service. 


The HKPF gained much public support during 
the early years of the Special Administrative 
Region because of the relatively calm political 
situation and the continuation of the HKPF’s 
turn to community policing. On 1 July 2003, 
over 500,000 participated in the anti-National 
Security Bill march without incident, and 
HKPF officers on the spot were often cheered 
by the demonstrators. The popularity of the 
HKPF probably reached its height during the 
Sixth Ministerial Conference of the World 
Trade Organization in 2005, when the HKPF 
(including the PTU) faced the Korean farmer 
protesters at Wanchai. During the 
confrontation that lasted for five days, the 
HKPF fired 34 rounds of tear gas and six bean 


23. After the WTO Operation, 


24. 


e 


bag rounds. In all, 910 were arrested and 141 
wounded (61 police). 


the HKPF 
witnessed a process of militarization, because 
of the experience of the operation, the rise of 
the “anti-terrorism” rhetoric in the PRC and 
Hong Kong, and the proliferation of Less- 
Lethal (LL) and Crowd Control equipment in 
North America and Europe. By 2019, in 
addition to the usual weapons such as 
firearms and LL equipment such as pepper 
the HKPF had 
armored cars, water cannon truck (Specialised 
Crowd Management Vehicles, SCMVs), and 
sound cannon (Long Range Acoustic Device, 


spray or rubber bullets, 


LARD), making it one of the most lavishly- 
equipped police forces in Asia. The annual 
expenditure of the HKPF also rose steadily 
from around 10,864,000,000 HKD in 2006 to 
20,682,000,000 HKD in 20199. 


From the early 2010s, the refusal of the PRC 
Government to widen political participation 
led to a deterioration of the political situation 
that pushed the HKPF to the forefront of 
conflicts. This led to a rapid decline in the 
public support for the HKPE especially after 
the release of 87 tear gas rounds on the first 
day of the Occupy Movement (28 September 
2019). During the Occupy Movement that 
lasted 89 days, individual HKPF officers were 
accused of using excessive force, such as 
assaulting subdued protesters or even 
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The Hong Kong Police 


in June 2019 


25. 


26. 


27. 


passerby, and being unfair in the treatment of 
suspects from different political camps. The 
Occupy Movement also marked the sharp 
cultural separation of the HKPF from the 
Hong Kong society, reflected by the emergence 
of organizations that supported the police, 
known as the “Blue Ribbons”. 


To tackle the Occupy Movement, the HKPF 
formed the Special Tactical Squad (STS), also 
known as the “Raptor Unit”. It consisted of 
officers from the PTU school as well as 
Airport Police and was considered as an elite 
unit, although the need for such a unit against 
lightly armed protesters was never answered. 
It mainly participated in the removal of 
obstacles during the final stage of the Occupy 
Movement but saw more actions during the 
2016 Protest at Mong Kok. 


Complaints against HKPF officers were 
handled internally by the Complaints Against 
Police Office (CAPO), with the Independent 
Police Complaints Council (IPCC) being the 
oversight organization. However, it has been 
criticized as a toothless tiger, despite the 
HKSAR government’s claim that it was 
adequate to handle the complaints. In 2018, 
only 77 out of 2544 complaints (3%) against 
HKPF officers were being substantiated and 
endorsed by IPCC!9. 


After the Occupy Movement, the HKPF 
personnel associations became more vocal, 
replacing pro-government and pro-CCP 


— 


associations (Blue Ribbon groups) that 
received scant public support except certain 
sections of the society. A dangerous pattern 
similar to the relationship between the 
Imperial Japanese Army and the civilian 
government in Japan during the 1930s 
gradually developed. As of 2019, there were 
four HKPF personnel associations: Police 
Superintendents’ Association (“H]f}#), 
Overseas Inspectors’ Association (jf 4) E23 ti 
€7), Hong Kong Police Inspectors’ Association 
(FE HEME 7 EH, @), and Junior Police Officers 
Association (HES KE aR te, JPOA). 
The four associations became more aggressive 
in expressing their opinion on issues ranging 
from police welfare to how police offenders 
should be sentenced. On 22 February 2017, 
the four associations held a rally at the Police 
Sports and Recreation Club, in support of the 
officers who were charged for beating up 
subdued citizens during the Occupy 
Movement. According to its organizers, 33,000 
attended the meeting, including pro-PRC 
political figures such as Regina Ip Lau Suk-yee 
(who was running for CE), Maria Tam Wai- 
chu, a member of the Committee for the Basic 
Law of the National People’s Congress 
Standing Committee, as well as several pro- 
PRC Legislative Councilor such as Starry Lee 
Wai-king, Elizabeth Quat, and Junius Ho 
Kwan-yiu. It was the first large-scale political 
rally of the HKPF, but the HKSAR government 
had not strongly responded to that. 
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The Protesters” 


. 


28.As there are numerous reports and 


29. 


discussions about the composition of the 
protesters, this section focuses on the aspect 
that is most relevant to this report: the 
“weapons” used by the protesters. It is 
because on numerous press conferences and 
releases, the Police Public Relations Branch 
(PPRB) stressed that HKPF officers faced life- 
threatening situations that justified their use 
of “appropriate force”. These claims, however, 
were almost always made categorically rather 
than on specific instances during which HKPF 
officers were being accused of using excessive 
and disproportional force. 


Pro-establishment and pro-PRC social-media 
outlets often claimed that the HKPF was 
facing “terrorists,” and had the Protests took 
place in the United States, it would be a 
“shoot-to-kill” situation. It should be noted, 
however, that unlike the protesters in the 
United States (or many parts of the world that 
witnessed mass protest in 2019), almost none 
of the protesters during the Hong Kong 
Protests were in possession of any firearms 
and even the most violent protesters had not 
received military training. In early 2020, there 
were suspected cases of protesters gathering 
firearms and explosives. While no gun attacks 
occurred as yet, it is possible that the 
escalation would continue if there is no local 
or international law remedies and 
interventions against police brutality in the 


foreseeable future. 


# 


30. Throughout the protests, the protesters 


Bl. 


gradually escalated the use of force, and the 
HKPF response could be described as 
disproportionate, excessive, and 
indiscriminate. Eventually, the HKPF 
deployed a large number of military firearms 
during the siege of the PolyU in November 
2019. In June, most of the more determined 
protesters (know as yung-mo [the braves] or 
chung-chung-zi [chargers]) were equipped with 
umbrellas (some with a metal head), hiking 
sticks, baseball bats, water bottles, and bricks. 
Some protesters (including peaceful 
protesters) had standard safety helmets for 
construction workers or biker helmets, and a 
small number of them had body armor 
commonly used in sports. As police violence 
escalated, especially after the 21 July Incident, 
the use of firebombs became more 
widespread, and there were incidents when 
members of the HKPF claimed to be attacked 
with corrosive acids, air-soft guns, and sports 
bow (the last item only seen during the sieges 
of the universities). This was matched with a 
liberal use of rubber bullets and other LL 
rounds, tear gas, water cannon, and in some 
cases, the use of live rounds and military- 


grade weapons. 


One of the best-known features of the Hong 
Kong Protests was the mobility of the 
protesters and the fluidity of their actions, 
hence the popularity of the slogan “be water”. 
Connected through communication apps such 
as Telegram, the protesters planned 
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‘The Protesters’ 


. 


operations and formed ad hoc groups to 
achieve specific objectives. The movement was 
also known as without a clear leader, despite 
the government’s assumptions. 


32. The movement was sustained by internet 
influencers on social media platforms and 
online forums. Visual and textual records of 
police brutality or suspects Titushki outrages 
could lead to rapid and massive response from 
the public in a few hours. 


33. In the conflict zone, there were usually a 
large number of reporters, volunteer first 
aiders and doctors, government rescue 
personnel (medical personnel and 
firefighters), human rights watchers and 
humanitarian workers (social workers and 
representatives of religious organizations as 
well as human rights organizations), 
onlookers, and passerby. In many cases, 
because of the actions of the HKPE the 
onlookers would join the protesters, chanting 
slogans and profanities against the police. On 
the other hand, pro-HKPF onlookers might 
fight against protesters, usually alone; in the 
early months of the Protests, these lone 
attackers would face little opposition from the 
protesters, who espoused the principles of 
“peace, rational, and non-violence (wo-lei-fei)”. 
From late July, however, the protesters started 
to engage in vigilantism (si-liu) against these 
lone attackers (usually middle-aged men and 
women) because the HKPF was seen as 


colluding with them. On 11 November, a 


protester set fire on a man who tried to chase 
and beat up protesters and later argued with 
onlookers at Ma On Shan MTR Station. The 
man was seriously wounded!!. Another 70 
years old onlooker was killed by a flying brick 
on 13 November when he was among a group 
pro-HKPF protesters who were throwing 
bricks towards the protesters. The two events 
received international coverage, and the PRC 
government, as well as pro-PRC media, used 
them as proofs that the protesters were 
dangerously violent!2. Carrie Lam took a keen 
personal interest in the two cases, ignoring 
thousands of others who were wounded 
during the Protests. 
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International Law of Law Enforcement (LOLE) and International Human Rights Law (IHRL) 


34. 


She 


36; 


BT; 


As an international financial hub that enjoys certain preferential treatments by major states and 
international organizations, Hong Kong is expected to conform to the existing international standards 
on policing and adhere to international law. However, records show that the HKSAR government and 
the HKPF’s understanding of the international law of law enforcement (LOLE) and international 
human rights laws (IHRL) was outdated at best. At worse, some of the HKPF officers had little 
knowledge and respect of both. 


Currently, LOLE is “a body of international law derived from a combination of customary rules and 
general principles of law”!. It is made up of international treaties related to human rights and political 
rights as well as international human rights instruments. The main instruments of LOLE are the Code 
of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials (1976, thereafter as Code of Conduct) and the Basic Principles on the 
Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials (1990, thereafter as the Basic Principles), both 
recognized as international rules and standards by the European Court of Human Rights, the Inter- 
American Court of Human Rights, and the United Nations Human Rights Committee!*. The UN 
Human Rights mechanisms supplemented and complemented these two instruments with subsequent 
documents such as resolutions, report of special rapporteurs, and guidelines (discussed below). 
Currently, there are five principles governing the use of force by law enforcement agents, namely 
legality, necessity, proportionality, precaution, and non-discrimination. 


Principle of Legality: as stipulated in Principle 1 of the Basic Principles, the use of force was only legal 
when it is within “the rules and regulations on the use of force and firearms against persons by law 
enforcement officials” and when it is used to attain a legitimate objective!5. Domestic laws on the use 
of force should not violate international law (also related to the principle of legality). Relevant sections 
in the two instruments on the principle of legality: 


a) Code of Conduct 


- Article 3: Law enforcement officials may use force only when strictly necessary and to the 
extent required for the performance of their duty. 


b) Basic Principles 


- Principle 1: Governments and law enforcement agents shall adopt and implement rules and 
regulations on the use of force and firearms against persons by law enforcement officials. In 
developing such rules and regulations, Governments and law enforcement agencies shall keep 
the ethical issues associated with the use of force and firearms constantly under review. 


Principle of Necessity: as stipulated by numerous international documents, it is unlawful for law 
enforcement agents to use force when non-violent means are available. When the use of force is 
inevitable, law enforcement agents can only legally use the minimum force that can achieve the 
objective. Moreover, force can only be used legally by law enforcement agents to the extent to perform 
their legitimate duty and nothing more. Thus, the use of force by law enforcement agents is illegal 
when it is used as revenge or as extra-legal punishment!®. Relevant sections in the two instruments on 
the principle of necessity: 


a) Code of Conduct 


- Article 3: Law enforcement officials may use force only when strictly necessary and to the 
extent required for the performance of their duty. 


- Commentary: (a) This provision emphasizes that the use of force by law enforcement officials 
should be exceptional; while it implies that law enforcement officials may be authorized to 
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use force as is reasonably necessary under the circumstances for the prevention of crime or in 
effecting or assisting in the lawful arrest of offenders or suspected offenders, no force going 
beyond that may be used. 


b) Basic Principles 


- Principle 1: Governments and law enforcement agents shall adopt and implement rules and 
regulations on the use of force and firearms against persons by law enforcement officials. In 
developing such rules and regulations, Governments and law enforcement agencies shall keep 
the ethical issues associated with the use of force and firearms constantly under review. 


c) Report of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions (2014) (as the RSR 
2014 below) 


- Paragraph 75: It is widely accepted that it is the task of the police to facilitate and, if 
necessary, manage peaceful protest. In addition to the general provisions outlined above, 
three principles deal with the specialized case of policing of assemblies in the Basic Principles. 
In the case of lawful and peaceful assembly, no force may be used. If there is good reason to 
disperse an unlawful assembly that is peaceful, only the minimum force necessary may be 
used. Lethal force clearly has no role to play. The mere fact that some protesters in the crowd 
are violent does not turn the demonstration as a whole into a non-peaceful assembly. In 
violent assemblies (that are both unlawful and not peaceful) minimum force should also be 
used, and firearms may be used only in accordance with Principle 9. Indiscriminate fire into a 
crowd is never allowed. 


d) Joint report of the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association and the 
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions on the proper management of assemblies 
(2016) (as the JRSR 2016 below) 


- Paragraph 57: The use of force by law enforcement officials should be exceptional, and 
assemblies should ordinarily be managed with no resort to force. Any use of force must 
comply with the principles of necessity and proportionality. The necessity requirement 
restricts the kind and degree of force used to the minimum necessary in the circumstances 
(the least harmful means available), which is a factual cause and effect assessment. Any force 
used should be targeted at individuals using violence or to avert an imminent threat. 


38. The European Court of Human Rights further elaborated the principle of necessity concerning the use 
of force by law enforcement agents: “in respect of a person who is... confronted with law-enforcement 
officers, any recourse to physical force which has not been made strictly necessary by his own conduct 
diminishes human dignity and is, in principle, an infringement’ of the right to freedom from torture 
and inhuman or degrading treatment!””. 


39. Principle of Proportionality: the principle of proportionality has always been misunderstood as law 
enforcement agents could only use the same level of force as the suspected criminals. In fact, the 
principle of proportionality sets the limit of the level of force that was necessary for law enforcement 
agents to attain their legitimate objectives!8. However, the principle of proportionality should always 
be read alongside human rights standards and the principle of necessity, rather than being freely 
interpreted by the law enforcement agents. Even in unlawful and violent situations, lethal force (be it 
firearms and other means) should only be used to protect lives under imminent lethal threat!9. 
Moreover, the principle of proportionality is also about the proportion between the force employed by 
law enforcement agents to achieve their objectives and the seriousness of the offence. Relevant sections 
in the two instruments and other protocols on the principle of proportionality are: 


Page 22 of 212 


a) Code of Conduct 


- Article 3: Law enforcement officials may use force only when strictly necessary and to the 
extent required for the performance of their duty. 


- Commentary: (b) National law ordinarily restricts the use of force by law enforcement 
officials in accordance with a principle of proportionality. It is to be understood that such 
national principles of proportionality are to be respected in the interpretation of this 
provision. In no case should this provision be interpreted to authorize the use of force which 
is disproportionate to the legitimate objective to be achieved. 


- Commentary: (c) The use of firearms is considered an extreme measure. Every effort should 
be made to exclude the use of firearms, especially against children. In general, firearms should 
not be used except when a suspected offender offers armed resistance or otherwise 
jeopardizes the lives of others and less extreme measures are not sufficient to restrain or 
apprehend the suspected offender. In every instance in which a firearm is discharged, a report 
should be made promptly to the competent authorities. 


b) Basic Principles 


- Principle 5: Whenever the lawful use of force and firearms is unavoidable, law enforcement 
officials shall: (a) Exercise restraint in such use and act in proportion to the seriousness of the 
offence and the legitimate objective to be achieved; 


c) Report of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions (2014) 


- Paragraph 75: It is widely accepted that it is the task of the police to facilitate and, if 
necessary, manage peaceful protest. In addition to the general provisions outlined above, 
three principles deal with the specialized case of policing of assemblies in the Basic Principles. 
In the case of lawful and peaceful assembly, no force may be used. If there is good reason to 
disperse an unlawful assembly that is peaceful, only the minimum force necessary may be 
used. Lethal force clearly has no role to play. The mere fact that some protesters in the crowd 
are violent does not turn the demonstration as a whole into a non-peaceful assembly. In 
violent assemblies (that are both unlawful and not peaceful) minimum force should also be 
used, and firearms may be used only in accordance with Principle 9. Indiscriminate fire into a 
crowd is never allowed. 


d) Joint report of the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association and the 
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions on the proper management of assemblies 
(2016) 


- Paragraph 58: The proportionality requirement sets a ceiling on the use of force based on the 
threat posed by the person targeted. This is a value judgement that balances harm and benefit, 
demanding that the harm that might result from the use of force is proportionate and 
justifiable in relation to the expected benefit. 


40. Principle of Precaution: the principle of precaution is “a precursor to the principles of necessity and 
proportionality”. It is a duty under international law that law enforcement agencies need to plan their 
operations “in a manner that minimizes the risk that its law enforcement agencies and officials may kill 
or injure a member of the public (or another law enforcement officials).”2° Thus, any indiscriminate 
use of force or use of force that disregard the safety of others can be illegal. According to the Basic 
Principles: 
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- Principle 1: Governments and law enforcement agents shall adopt and implement rules and 
regulations on the use of force and firearms against persons by law enforcement officials. In 
developing such rules and regulations, Governments and law enforcement agencies shall keep 
the ethical issues associated with the use of force and firearms constantly under review. 


- Principle 2: Governments and law enforcement agencies should develop a range of means as 
broad as possible and equip law enforcement officials with various types of weapons and 
ammunition that would allow for a differentiated use of force and firearms. These should 
include the development of non-lethal incapacitating weapons for use in appropriate 
situations, with a view to increasingly restraining the application of means capable of causing 
death or injury to persons. For the same purpose, it should also be possible for law 
enforcement officials to be equipped with self-defensive equipment such as shields, helmets, 
bullet-proof vests and bullet-proof means of transportation, in order to decrease the need to 
use weapons of any kind. 


- Principle 5: Whenever the lawful use of force and firearms is unavoidable, law enforcement 
officials shall: (a) Exercise restraint in such use and act in proportion to the seriousness of the 
offence and the legitimate objective to be achieved; (b) Minimize damage and injury, and 
respect and preserve human life 


41. Principle of Non-discrimination: as United Nations Human Rights Guidance on Less-Lethal Weapons in Law 
Enforcement (2019) suggests, “(in carrying out their functions), law enforcement officials shall not 
discriminate against any person on the basis of race, ethnicity, colour, sex, sexual orientation, language, 
religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, disability, property, birth, or other similar 
criteria.” Moreover, “to ensure non-discrimination and de facto equal treatment of persons subject to 
the use of force, a heightened level of care and precaution shall be exercised with respect to individuals 
who are known or are likely to be especially vulnerable to the effects of a particular weapon.” Relevant 
sections in the two instruments on the principle of non-discrimination: 


a) Code of Conduct 


- Article 2: In the performance of their duty, law enforcement officials shall respect and protect 
human dignity and maintain and uphold the human rights of all persons. 


- Commentary: (a) The human rights in question are identified and protected by national and 
international law. Among the relevant international instruments are the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Declaration on 
the Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination, the International Convention on the Suppression and 
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid , the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of 
the Crime of Genocide, the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners and the 
Vienna Convention on Consular Relations. 


42. When discussing policing politically inspired protests/assemblies, one should also consider 
international human rights laws (IHRL). The right to engage in peaceful protest was guaranteed by the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR; the PRC 
had signed but not ratified it). The Basic Principles of 1990 divided assemblies into three types: lawful 
(and non-violent), unlawful but non-violent, and violent. It contained two principles as to how to 
handle different types of assemblies: 
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a) Basic Principles 


- Principle 13: In the dispersal of assemblies that are unlawful but non-violent, law 
enforcement officials shall avoid the use of force or, where that is not practicable, shall restrict 
such force to the minimum extent necessary. 


- Principle 14: In the dispersal of violent assemblies, law enforcement officials may use firearms 
only when less dangerous means are not practicable and only to the minimum extent 
necessary. Law enforcement officials shall not use firearms in such cases, except under the 
conditions stipulated in principle 9. 


43. In 1997, the Office of High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR) issued the International Human 
Rights Standards for Law Enforcement. It was one of the earlier attempts to consolidate various 
international laws and instruments into a set of standards for law enforcement agencies around the 
world?!. It states that “Law enforcement officials are obliged to know, and to apply, international 
standards for human rights,” as “Human Rights is a legitimate subject for international law, and 
international scrutiny”22. Then, in the past decade, as a response to the militarization of police forces 
and the violent suppression of assemblies by law enforcement agencies worldwide, the UN Human 
Rights Council passed resolutions on human rights in peaceful protests, protection of journalists, and 
creating civil society space: 


a) 12/16 of 2 October 2009 and 16/4 of 24 March 2011, on freedom of opinion and expression; 


b) 15/21 of 30 September 2010, 21/16 of 27 September 2012 and 24/5 of 26 September 2013, on 
the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association; 


c) 19/35 of 23 March 2012 and 22/10 of 21 March 2013, on the promotion and protection of human 
rights in the context of peaceful protests; 


d) 21/12 of 27 September 2012, on the safety of journalists; 
e) 24/8 of 26 September 2013, on equal political participation; 
f) 22/6 of 21 March 2013, on protecting human rights defenders; 


g) 24/21 of 27 September 2013, on civil society space: creating and maintaining, in law and practice, 
a safe and enabling environment. 


h) * and the General Comment No. 34 on Article 19 of the ICCPR on Freedom of Expression by the 
UN Human Rights Committee 


44, Between 2014 and 2019, the UN human rights bodies further updated the human right standards 
concerning protests and assemblies in the face of the proliferation of Less-Lethal weapons and 
widespread social movements. In 2014 and 2016, the UN Human Rights Council adopted two 
resolutions (25/38 and 31/37) about “The promotion and protection of human rights in the context of 
peaceful protests”23. Requested by the Human Rights Council, the Special Rapporteurs on 
Extrajudicial, Summary and Arbitrary Executions and on Rights to Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and 
of Association submitted two reports in 2014 and 2016. Then in 2018, the UN Human Rights 
Committee issued a General Comment No. 36 on Article 6 of the ICCPR. In August 2019, the Office of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) issued the United Nations Human 
Rights Guidance on Less-Lethal Weapons in Law Enforcement, as a guideline for law enforcement agencies 
around the world. It specified a number of unlawful weapons, issued guidelines on the lawful use of 
different types of LL weapons, and the use of which during assemblies. The UN Human Rights 
Committee also passed the first reading of the draft of the General Comment (Number 37) on Article 
21 of the ICCPR in late 2019. 
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45. 


46. 


47. 


Because of the recent changes in human rights standards, it should be noted that facilitating 
assemblies is now seen as a positive obligation of the State!, which is expected to not only refrain from 
imposing overt limitations on assemblies but also to protect the rights of the participants?. It is also 
noted that the people who organize and participate peaceful assemblies should not be disproportionally 
punished3. Contents of peaceful assemblies should not be restricted except advocacies for “national, 
racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence,” especially 
for assemblies with a political message*. Peaceful assemblies, even though not meeting all the domestic 
legal requirements, should be protected by Article 21 of the ICCPR®. Also, the State should not 
“prohibit insults to the honour and dignity of officials or State organs”. 


The duty of law enforcement during assemblies is to “respect and ensure the exercise of the 
fundamental rights of the participants, while also taking reasonable measures to protect other 
members of the public, including journalists, monitors and observers, as well as public and private 
property, from harm”’. Law enforcement officials should be properly trained to facilitate assemblies, 
and should communicate with parties involved in assemblies’. Intimidation tactics such as stop-and- 
search against individuals organizing or participating in an assembly, detention, or recording of 
individual faces may affect “the rights to liberty and bodily security, as well as privacy” and are 
potentially unlawful?. Moreover, the criteria for law enforcement agencies to use force during an 
assembly was tightened; the use of force should be judged by “the principles of legality, precaution, 
necessity, proportionality, and accountability”!°. Domestic laws and regulations of law enforcement 
agencies should be updated according to the requirements posed by international law!!. Dispersal of 
peaceful assemblies should be done only in exceptional circumstances, and the use of force should be 
avoided?4. Firearms, including those firing “rubber-coated or plastic bullets” are “not an appropriate 
tool for the policing of assemblies”!2._ Moreover, “widespread or systematic use of lethal force against 
participants in peaceful assemblies may constitute a crime against humanity”!3. 


During an assembly, “acts of sporadic violence or offences by some should not be attributed to others 
whose intentions and behaviour remain peaceful in nature”!4. Items carried by participants that “are 
or could be viewed as weapon is not necessarily sufficient to render the assembly violent” (in Hong 


1Paragraph 13 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs; Paragraphs 26-27, 80-84 of the General Comment No. 37 on the 
ICCPR Article 21 by the United Nations Human R Committee. 

2Paragraphs 14-16, 18-27, 29-35 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs; Paragraphs 27, 31-33, 59 of the 
General Comment No. 37 on the ICCPR Article 21. 

3Paragraph 27 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs; Paragraphs 75-76, 79 of the General Comment No. 37 
on the ICCPR Article 21. 

4Paragraphs 33 and 55 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs; Paragraph 25, 36, 68 of the General Comment 
No. 37 on the ICCPR Article 21. 

5Paragraph 18 of the General Comment No. 37 on the ICCPR Article 21. 

6Paragraph 56 of the General Comment No. 37 on the ICCPR Article 21. 

7Paragraph 85 of the General Comment No. 37 on the ICCPR Article 21. 

8Paragraphs 85, 92 of General Comment No. 37 on the ICCPR Article 21. 

9Paragraph 43 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs; Paragraphs 93-94 of the General Comment No. 37 on 
the ICCPR Article 21. 

10Paragraph 50 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs; Paragraph 89 of the General Comment No. 37 on the 
ICCPR Article 21. 

11Paragraphs 90-91 of the General Comment No. 37 on the ICCPR Article 21. 

12Paragraph 98 of the General Comment No. 37 on the ICCPR Article 21. 

13Paragraph 99 of the General Comment No. 37 on the ICCPR Article 21. 

14Paragraph 20 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs; Paragraphs 19-21 of the General Comment No. 37 on 
the ICCPR Article 21. 
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Kong’s case, these items could be helmets, goggles, and umbrellas)!5. Face cover for assembly 
participants should not be prohibited, given the recent advances in surveillance technologies!®. 
Moreover, “violence by the authorities” against the participants of a peaceful assembly “do not render 
the assembly violent”!”. It is suggested that the use of force during peaceful assemblies should be 
exceptional and subjected to the principles listed above!8. When force is necessary, it should be used 
against the individuals who were engaging in violent acts rather than indiscriminately!®. Law 
enforcement officers should be able to be individually identified, and the command structure of the law 
enforcement agency be made transparent?°. The use of undercover/plainclothes officers is seen as 
problematic as it carries “a high risk of rights violations”2!. Moreover, undercover/plainclothes officers 
“must never incite violence on the part of other participants, for example, by acting as agents 
provocateurs”22, Recent documents also noted the responsibility of the State to protect the journalists 
and established the right of those who observed, monitored, and recorded assemblies?>. 


Moreover, law enforcement agencies should not disperse peaceful assemblies on the pretext of 
disruption of daily life or economic activities, as “inconvenience to others, or temporary disruption of 
vehicular or pedestrian traffic, are to be tolerated”24. It is also because “assemblies are an equally 
legitimate use of public space as commercial activity or the movement of vehicles and pedestrian 
traffic’25, The responsibility of business enterprises to observe human rights laws during peaceful 
assemblies is also noted, and the State should not condone or encourage the business enterprises to 
violate human rights during peaceful assemblies?®. Most important, the State should not “rely on some 
vague notion of ‘public order’ as a ground to justify overbroad restrictions on the right of peaceful 
assembly,” because public order also entails respect for human rights, “including the right of peaceful 
assembly”27, 


The issue of accountability is increasingly seen as an important element of LOLE. The State is now 
responsible for the action and omissions of its law enforcement agencies and “should promote a 
culture of accountability for law enforcement officials”28. To enhance police accountability, “record 
keeping of decisions made by command officers at all levels is also required”29. The public should have 


15Paragraph 23 of the General Comment No. 37 on the ICCPR Article 21. 

l6Paragraph 70 of the General Comment No. 37 on the ICCPR Article 21. 

17Paragraph 20 of the General Comment No. 37 on the ICCPR Article 21. 

18Paragraphs 57 and 59 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs 

19Paragraph 95 of the General Comment No. 37 on the ICCPR Article 21. 

20Paragraph 65 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs; Paragraphs 88, 100 of the General Comment No. 37 
on the ICCPR Article 21. 

21Paragraph 77 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs 

22Paragraph 34 of the General Comment No. 102 on the ICCPR Article 21. 

23Paragraphs 68-71 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs; Paragraph 34 of the General Comment No. 37 on 
the ICCPR Article 21. 

24Paragraph 62 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs; Paragraph 53 of the General Comment No. 37 on the 
ICCPR Article 21. 

25Paragraph 32 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs 

26Paragraphs 83-87 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs 

27Paragraph 50 of the General Comment No. 37 on the ICCPR Article 21. 

28Paragraph 100 of the General Comment No. 37 on the ICCPR Article 21. 

29Paragraph 65 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs 
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“easy, prompt, effective, and practical” access to information related to assemblies?°. It is the obligation 
of the State to investigate any allegations of human rights violations during assemblies “promptly and 
effectively through bodies that are independent and impartial”?!. The State should also provide remedy 
to those whose rights are being violated, and punish the perpetrators through civil and criminal 
sanctions where appropriate?2. Civilian oversight bodies should be set up to monitor law enforcement 
agencies “in addition to criminal, public, and private legal remedies for police misconduct”>3. 
Remedies should be provided, and should be “proportional to the gravity of the violation and the harm 
suffered, and should include elements of restitution, compensation, rehabilitation, satisfaction and 
guarantees of non-repetition”*4. 


As they are of key importance for this report, the more relevant sections of the documents concerning 
the Protests are included in Appendix IV. 


From the 1990s, the Hong Kong government did pay attention to the changing international human 
rights standards, and the HKPF did have a guideline to control the police use of force. The Police Force 
Ordinance (Cap. 232) granted the HKPF statutory power to arrest and use force (S. 50), and the Police 
General Orders (PGO) that contained Force Procedures Manual (FPM) was the guideline for HKPF 
personnel when performing their various duties. The FPM was not entirely disclosed to the public. The 
FPM contained a “Use of Force Continuum”, which was “a table of a continuum of measures which an 
officer might use to deal with increasing levels of resistance from a person”25. According to HKO1 and 
the Washington Post, the current Use of Force Continuum included six stages, including “Psychological 
intimidation,” “Verbal non-compliance,” “Passive Resistance,” “Defensive Resistance,” “Active 
Aggression,” “Deadly Force Assault”, each responded with different level of force being employed?s: 


https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/world/hong-kong-protests-excessive-force/ 


30Paragraph 80 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs 

31Paragraph 90 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs; Paragraphs 101-102 of the General Comment No. 37 
on the ICCPR Article 21. 

32Paragraphs 89 and 91 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs 

33Paragraph 94 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs 

34Paragraph 95 of the Joint Report of the Special Rapporteurs 
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52. According to the disclosed version of the PGO on the use of force, the HKPF was subject to restrictions 


that was similar to the Code of Conduct and the Basic Principles?7: 


Use of Force (29-01 of PGO) 
- An officer should “exercise a high degree of restraint when dealing with the public” 


- An officer “shall not resort to the use of force unless such action is strictly necessary and he is 
otherwise unable to effect his lawful purpose” 


- “Only the minimum force necessary to achieve the purpose may be used and once that 
purpose has been achieved, the use of force shall cease” - “The force used must be 
reasonable in the circumstances” 


Use of Police Firearms (29-03) 


- An officer may discharge a firearm where the officer’s object was “to protect any person, 
including himself, from death or serious bodily injury” or “to effect the arrest of any person 
who he has reason to believe has just committed a serious and violent crime, and who 
attempts to evade such arrest” 


- “to quell a riot or insurrection” 
- “provided that no lesser degree of force can achieve this purpose” 
Drawing or Presenting Police Firearms (29-04) 


- When an officer may draw a revolver from his holster or point or aim it as a precautionary 
measure 


Use of OC Foam (29-09) 


- Use of OC Foam (aka pepper spray) “can be considered to obtain compliance when a person 
is involved or likely to become involved in violent or other behaviour likely to injure himself/ 
herself or others” 
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From the above, the PGO guideline was similar to Principle 9 of the Basic Principles. However, whether 
Principle 5(a) of the Basic Principles is included in the instruction is unknown. Principle 5(a) reads: 
“Exercise restraint in such use and act in proportion to the seriousness of the offence and the 
legitimate objective to be achieved”. Thus, the use of force and firearms, according to the Basic 
Principles, should be in proportion to the seriousness of the offence. Without stressing on the principles 
of proportionality and necessity, it is possible that “[preventing] assault that may lead to death or 
serious bodily harm” or “to quell a riot or insurrection” can be easily used as excuses to use firearms or 
excessive force. The exaggeration of the danger faced by the HKPF personnel was comically shown 
when the driver of the HKPF armored car recounted that he believed he was “in a battlefield” when he 
found his $6,000,000HKD armored car was being shot at by slingshots, Molotov cocktails, and “hard 
objects”28. 


From the behavior of the HKPF officers during the Protests, one can see that the HKSAR government 
and the HKPF paid little attention to the changes in LOLE and IHRL standards in the recent years or 
their implications, despite the fact that the resolutions of the UN Human Rights Council would be sent 
to the states around the world. In particular, there was no revamping of various local legislations based 
on Paragraph 10 of the UNHRC Resolution of 25/38 that urged the states to “ensure that their 
domestic legislation and procedures are consistent with their international obligations and 
commitments in relation to the use of force in the context of law enforcement and are effectively 
implemented by officials exercising law enforcement duties, in particular applicable principles of law 
enforcement, such as the principles of necessity and proportionality’29. Moreover, the Public Order 
Ordinance (Cap. 245) and the Emergency Regulations Ordinance (Cap. 241) that gave the HKSAR 
government almost unlimited power were allowed to exist. A closer look at the misconducts of the 
HKPF officers shows that the teaching of IHRL and LOLE was probably not an important part in the 
training of HKPF officers, and this potentially caused a contravention of the principle of precaution. In 
fact, not even the existing guidelines on the use of force were properly followed. Moreover, by branding 
the Protests a riot or a threat to national security and relying on Cap. 245 as the legal foundation of the 
extensive use of force and mass arrest, the HKPF’s action contradicted with the Resolutions of 25/38 
and 31/37 of the UN Human Rights Council, the JRSR 2016, as well as the (Draft) GC No. 37 on 
Article 21 of the ICCPR in 2019. An increased tie with the PRC police was not an excuse of this 
problem, as IHRL and LOLE are customary international law and the HKSAR government had cited the 
Basic Principles (an instrument of LOLE) to defend its procurement of certain equipment (such as the 
SCMVs). 


When replying to press inquiries, the HKPF suggested that it was facing situations such as “illegally 
blocking roads, paralyzing traffic, unlawful assembly, wanton destruction of public and private property 
and violent attacks on people merely holding different views occur that seriously threatens public order 
and public safety” without commenting on any individual cases3°. However, according to Paragraph 9 
of the JRSR 2016 and Paragraphs 19 and 20 of the (Draft) GC No. 37 of the ICCPR, acts of violence 
during a protest should be dealt with case by case in separation and thus isolated acts of violence 
should not be used to justify a systematic escalation of the use of force by the HKPF. 
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Disruption of Public Demonstrations 
Description 


Except for the massive demonstration of 9 June, the HKPF had disrupted or attempted to disrupt 
numerous non-violent processions and assemblies. The means employed by the HKPF ranged from 
refusing to issue Notice of No Objection (NNO) to prematurely end peaceful processions that had 
obtained NNO or outright dispersal by force. 


Empowered by the Public Order Ordinance (Cap. 245), the Commissioner of Police (CP) could object 
to any public procession consisting of more than 30 persons on the grounds of “the interest of national 
security,” “the protection of the rights and freedoms of others,” “public safety,” and “public order” that 
were defined by the HKPF (S. 13). Although a decision by the CP could be appealed to by an Appeal 
Board, the chance for a success was limited as the formation of the Board was controlled by the 
government?!. Moreover, Cap. 245 also gave the HKPF the power to disperse public assemblies if its 
officers (of inspector rank or above) “reasonably believes it is likely to cause or lead to a breach of the 
peace” (S.17(2)). “Necessary force” can also be used to disperse, arrest, and overcome resistance (S. 
45(b)). The law also gave HKPF personnel immunity from being charged for causing injury or death to 
person or damage or loss of property, provided that the force used was deemed necessary (S. 46(3)). 


The Public Order Ordinance was first introduced after the 1967 Riot, as a legal tool to tackle political 
activities incited by the Chinese political parties. In 1995, as the result of the passing of the Hong Kong 
Bill of Rights Ordinance (Cap. 383), the Public Order Ordinance was amended. The licensing 
procedure of the Ordinance related to public processions was replaced by a notification system, and the 
CP “might prohibit the holding of a public procession if he reasonably considered such prohibition to 
be necessary in the interests of public safety or public order”32._ These changes were made so that it 
would not contravene the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance, which was based on the ICCPR. Article 
17 of Cap. 383 reads: “the right of peaceful assembly shall be recognized. No restrictions may be placed 
on the exercise of this right other than those imposed in conformity with the law and which are 
necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national security or public safety, public order 
(ordre public), the protection of public health or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of 
others”33. This was the same as Article 21 of the ICCPR. 


After the Handover, however, the Public Order (Amendment) Ordinance 1995 was again amended. The 
new version introduced the NNO system and added another two grounds for the CP to object to the 
holding of a public procession: “if he reasonably considers it necessary in the interests of national 
security or on the protection of the rights and freedoms of others”3. 
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On the other hand, however, Article 27 of the Hong Kong Basic Law reads: Hong Kong residents shall 
have freedom of speech, of the press and of publication; freedom of association, of assembly, of 
procession and of demonstration; and the right and freedom to form and join trade unions, and to 
strike35. The contradictions between Article 27 of the Basic Law, Article 17 of Cap. 383, and the 
restrictions imposed on public assemblies by certain sections of the Cap. 245 (such as S. 13-15, and 
18) remained unresolved. The public often complained that the HKPF freely interpreted S. 18 
(Unlawful Assembly) and S. 19 (Riot) during the Protests. In one extreme case, HKPF officers 
threatened to arrest a family of three who criticized the HKPF on the street at Tai Po for unlawful 
assembly36. In another case on 7 October, the parents were detained, leaving a wailing child in the 
middle of the street3”. Similar cases also exist38. 


The first and probably one of the worst cases of the HKPF’s disruption of assemblies was the 
crackdown on the 12 June 2019 demonstration near the Government Headquarters and the Legislative 
Council at Admiralty. On that day, the HKPF launched a curious encirclement operation against tens of 
thousands of people who were attending a non-violent demonstration near the Legislative Council, 
while hundreds of more radical protesters tried to break into the Demonstration Area of the Legislative 
Council. At around 1520, the HKPF displayed a red flag to the crowd near the Legislative Council and 
then started to push forward, dispersing and arresting the protesters near the Demonstration Area39. 
HKPF officers were seen beating protesters ferociously with baton and shield, including those who 
were subdued. At the junction of Lung Wui Road and Tim Mei Road near Citi Tower, tens of thousands 
of peaceful protesters were attending a demonstration organized by the Civil Human Rights Front. At 
around 1600, HKPF riot police pushed from Tim Mei Road and Lung Hop Street. Many of the 
protesters there had no protective gears such as helmets or gas masks. The HKPF then pushed in 
opposite directions in a “Cannae style” encirclement, with tear gas being used in a way similar to 
artillery in a real war. The HKPF repeatedly fired tear gas canisters into the crowd, and a number of 
them fell at the medical posts. Thousands of protesters who were left with no route to disperse were 
pushed against the Citic Tower, the gates of which were not opened until the last minute*°. The action, 
apparently commanded by some expatriate officers such as CSP Rupert Dover (Acting RC, NTS), was 
probably an attempt to “shock and awe” the protesters so that they would not dare to stage another 
protest. CP Stephen Lo Wai Chung then announced the events near the Legislative Council as a “riot” 
and declared that forceful actions would be taken*!. On the next day, however, Cheung Kin Chung, the 
Chief Secretary, denied that the government had classified the event as a “riot,” and suggested that it 
was a decision made by the CP. Lo backtracked five days later42. From retrospect, the “decisive battle” 
mentality of the HKPF commanders at the front on that day and the refusal of the HKPF (and the 
HKSAR government) to admit its mistake and failure led to the largest political, economic, and social 
turbulence in Hong Kong ever since the Japanese invasion of 1941. 


Thereafter, the HKPF repeatedly refused to issue NNO for large-scale public assemblies. According to 
Amnesty International Hong Kong, the HKPF refused to issue NNOs to at least eleven large-scale 
peaceful assemblies/demonstrations between 27 July and 31 August*?. The HKPF also arrested the 
organizers of peaceful protests, on the pretext that violent acts had occurred*4+. However, despite the 
refusal of the HKPF to issue NNO, numerous large-scale public events were staged by various groups, 
such as the peaceful “human-chain” event, and they ended peacefully. Sometimes, HKPF officers would 
round up and “register” or arrest those who participate in peaceful protests. Many of the arrested had 
no protective gear with them; even if they had, that would not constitute an intent to engage in violent 
acts, although the HKPF often wanted the public to believe*». 
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The HKPF also disrupted events that had obtained NNO, such as using the tactics of “kettling” by 
surrounding the crowd*, firing tear gas into the crowd within NNO-allowed area, blocking road traffic 
by setting up checkpoints4’, or declaring the event illegal by rescinding NNO early*#8. HKPF also used 
overwhelming force against small-scale peaceful demonstrations such as singing in public; insults were 
hurled at the participants who posed no threats‘. During the massive rally on 18 August (during 
which the organizers claimed that as many as 1.7 million participated), no violent acts occurred 
because the HKPF was largely absent on that day. There was a direct link between the HKPF’s 
crackdown on peaceful assemblies and the intensification of the protest. When protesters occupied the 
Legislative Council on the evening of 1 July, a graffiti on one of the columns read: “It was you who 
taught me peaceful marches are useless”°°. 


As the HKPF started to suppress even peaceful assemblies, protesters tried to disrupt the rush hour 
traffic by blocking MTR stations and major roads from September. HKPF riot police appeared at MTR 
stations and piers and used baton and pepper spray to suppress these protests; excessive force was 
used in arresting non-violent protesters®!. 


During largely peaceful assemblies/demonstrations (during which roadblocks would be set, graffiti 
would be painted, and selected properties [government and private] such as road signs might be 
vandalized), HKPF officers, including some of the most senior figures of the force were seen actively 
provoking protesters, threatening (such as “I can recognize you”) and challenging citizens to “come 
down” (to him and the large number of HKPF officers downstairs)52._ On 27 October, during a large- 
scale rally against police brutality that had obtained NNO, CSP Rupert Dover, the controversial HKPF 
commander, entered the venue, and his presence provoked the participants. He then ordered tear gas 
rounds being fired into the crowd and dispersed tens of thousands of participants of the rally (many 
without any protective gear)°3. 


From November, the HKPF’s crackdown on public assemblies intensified, and it started to disrupt 
large-scale events (including those that had obtained NNO) that were participated mainly by non- 
violent protesters, apparently in order to terrorize them. On 2 November, the HKPF declared the 
gathering of Pan-Democrat candidates of the District Council Election an unlawful assembly (which 
had not obtained NNO) and then fired tear gas rounds into a sitting and unarmed crowd (including 
children and aged participants as well as onlookers) after a very short warning. They then rushed in to 
arrest a number of candidates and peaceful protesters. Disproportionate force was used to restrain 
three unarmed and already-subdued candidates>4. The HKPF apparently intended to round up rather 
than to disperse the crowd as riot police, supported by water-cannon vehicles, approached the crowd 
from both eastern and western sides of the streets in the Wan Chai-Causeway Bay area. More than a 
hundred unarmed protesters, mostly young men and women, were detained at Southorn Stadium. 
They were ordered to squat with hands up for more than an hour, with their hands and arms marked 
by non-fading ink, before being sent away°>. At night, there was a running battle between the HKPF 
and the more determined and violent protesters in Causeway Bay amidst onlookers and passerby. 
During the operation, the intention of the HKPF was unclear as it fired tear gas continuously in 
different directions, often in the direction of reporters and volunteer first aiders. Numerous shops and 
citizens were gassed. 
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The two events at Central that had obtained NNO were also dispersed in a similar manner. The HKPF 
ordered the peaceful protesters of the two events, which numbered thousands, to disperse ten minutes 
after the official start of the event. They were asked to leave, without any direction and assistance from 
the HKPF, which proceeded to disperse the crowd within an hour after declaring the end of the two 
events. Numerous tear gas canisters were used to disperse the crowd. The protesters responded by 
setting fire near a number of entrances of the Central MTR Station to cover the withdrawal of the weak 
and the elderly5*. In Kowloon, hundreds of unarmed protesters participating in a protest-themed 
music event (which also obtained NNO) were dispersed before scheduled time after the arrival of riot 
police. Protesters then set fires and built roadblocks along Nathan Road. Throughout the evening, 
sporadic acts of road blockage took place in the Mong Kok-Yau Ma Tei area, with the police responded 
by firing tear gas, often at dispersed individuals who might not be protesters. According to the Hospital 
Authority, 54 were injured during clashes on 2 November, including 35 males and 19 females, with age 
from 16 to 7197. 


Even after the situation of Hong Kong had stabilized following the passing of the Hong Kong Human 
Rights and Democracy Act as well as the Pan-Democrats’ landslide victory during the District Council 
election, the HKPF maintained a provocative and aggressive stance against peaceful assemblies. During 
a peaceful gathering that obtained NNO in the evening of 28 November, HKPF riot police appeared in 
full anti-riot gear, when tens of thousands of citizens celebrated the passing of the Hong Kong Human 
Rights and Democracy Act in a peaceful manner. Masked HKPF officers brandished pepper-spray 
dispensers and tried to incite violent response by throwing random insults. One man was arrested for 
possessing a laser pen, a common item that would be found during a rally at night58. HKPF officers 
also declared some slogans chanted by the peaceful protesters “unlawful” without any legal basis>9. 
However, as the crowd remained peaceful, the HKPF withdrew without making further arrests, and the 
night ended largely peacefully. 


In December, the HKPF continued its “shock and awe” tactics that had achieved nothing in the past 
months. The reason for the HKPF’s insistence on using the widely discredited (and in fact hated) 
method probably deserves special attention by the commission of inquiry if it is to be formed. On 1 
December, another large-scale rally took place in Tsim Sha Tsui, participated by as many as 380,000 as 
the organizer claimed. The event was meant to be a peaceful march, so many of the participants were 
the elderly and children. At around 1600, small clashes between protesters and HKPF officers broke 
out, with the latter deployed pepper spray and pepper ball guns. The HKPF claimed on social media 
that “a mob of several hundred” gathered and “smoke grenades” were being thrown at them. The 
HKPF then announced the end of the event at around 1700 and fired tear gas and rubber bullet rounds 
into the crowd before it could be dispersed®°. However, when the RTHK released a note about not 
being able to find the so-called smoke grenades, the PPRB edited the above-mentioned post on social 
media®!. On 2 December, when the PPRB was being asked repeatedly by journalists about the claim of 
protesters using smoke grenades, the PPRB claimed that HKPF officers were being attacked with water 
bottles and bricks and refused to comment on smoke grenades”. 


On 8 December (the International Human Rights Day), the Civil Human Rights Front organized a 
peaceful demonstration on Hong Kong Island that was participated by more than 800,000 (as the 
organizers claimed), the HKPF restricted the traffic towards the Island and allowed only a trickle of 
cars to leave the cross harbor tunnels®. During the demonstration, HKPF officers were seen throwing 
random and discriminatory insults towards the participants. Jimmy Sham Tsz-kit, one of the organizers 
of the demonstration, was being insulted because of his sexual orientation®*. Reporters and human 
right watchers were again subjected to provocations and insults®>. Apparently, some HKPF officers 
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attempted to incite violent reactions from the crowd so that they could escalate. The public responded by 
ridiculing such attempts as polys of HKPF officers to obtain more overtime bonus from the HKSAR 
government. A day before the rally, the HKPF claimed that a “criminal group” was found trying to frame 
the HKPF by firing into the crowd with live bullets. Eleven were arrested®®. In the evening of the day, 
minor clashes took place in the streets of Mong Kok; an HKPF officer was seen using a pepper ball gun to 
shoot at the back of the head of an unarmed protester who was leaving the scene. The HKPF officer fired 
at his target from less than five meters®7. 

As the more violent protests gradually subsided in mid-December, the HKPF became more oppressive 
towards the peaceful protesters. HKPF officers arrested people for engaging in peaceful actions such as 
posting protest-related posters without warning®’. Even during commemorative demonstrations such as 
the one dedicated to the death of Chow Tsz Lok (see “Allegations”) attended by mourning citizens, riot 
police in full hear appeared at the scene, causing much disruption while achieving nothing. Citizens were 
again subjected to random searches and insults that aimed at escalation and intimidation®. During the 
protests between 24 and 31 December, HKPF rounded up hundreds of non-violent protesters who were 
chanting slogans in commercial areas”. A restaurant that was organizing a party to commemorate the 
protests received warning from the HKPF”!. 

On 1 January 2020, another large-scale demonstration organized by the Civil Human Rights Front took 
place. Before the march, the PPRB suddenly released a poster on social media, claiming that the Civil 
Human Rights Front was planning a massive riot with the goal of randomly vandalizing shops in Hong 
Kong. The “poster” failed to draw much attention and was ridiculed?2.. The march, which the organizers 
claimed that 1.03 million attended, progressed peacefully for three hours after it began, until the HKPF 
claimed that a bank was being vandalized (not robbed). The HKPF then demanded hundreds of thousands 
of protesters to disperse immediately. Less than an hour later, one apparently disobedient HKPF officer 
threw a tear gas canister into the marching crowd within the allowed area. Thereafter, tear gas and rubber 
bullets were discharged indiscriminately into the crowd. Sporadic acts of vandalism by the protesters took 
place, and the HKPF rounded up more than 500 protesters and passerby in different parts of Hong Kong, 
including three human rights watchers. Many were released without being charged. Civil Rights Observer 
wrote a detailed report concerning the various breaches of IHRL during the crack down73. On 19, another 
large scale non-violent rally took place, but it was cut short by the HKPF after it declared the organizers 
allowed too many people to participate. Scuffle between protesters and a number of HKPF officers 
resulted. The HKPF then proceeded to use tear gas to disperse the crowd. On 21 January, the HKPF 
forcefully dispersed the already-leaving participants of a peaceful assembly at Yuen Long MTR Station 
commemorating the 21 July attack (see “The Suspected Use of Titushky” Section) on the pretext that 
there was a fight in the crowd (which the participants claimed never happened). 


Potential violations of LOLE and IHRL 


The disruption of non-violent protests by the HKPF potentially contravened LOLE and IHRL. The HKPF 
made it excessively difficult to conduct a peaceful demonstration through the manipulation of the NNO 
system and other measures such as stopping traffic. Such actions violated the principles of necessity and 
proportionality, and thus potentially violated Articles 19, 21, 25 of the ICCPR; Articles 2-4 of the UNHRC 
Resolution 25/38; Articles 2, 5 of the UNHRC Resolution 31/37; Paragraphs 21-25, 29-35, 37-40 of the 
JRSR 2016; and Paragraphs 40-84 of the (Draft) GC No. 37 of the ICCPR. The HKSAR government that 
failed to change the local legislations to respect and ensure the right of peaceful assembly violated both 
Articles 2 and 21 of the ICCPR. The HKPF also had a tendency to exaggerate the violence and disruption 
caused by the protests and the protesters, and individual officers even claimed that all protests were 
uprisings that aimed at overthrowing the HKSAR government. This led to disproportionate and 
unnecessary responses that contravened Paragraphs 48-50, 53-55, and 79 of the (Draft) GC No. 37 of the 
ICCPR, and thus potentially violated Article 21 of the ICCPR. Page 36 of 212 
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During non-violent protests that witnessed sporadic acts of violence, the HKPF often suppressed the 
entire assembly with baton charges, tear gas, and LL ammunitions. This was excessive, indiscriminate, 
and arbitrary use of force and potentially violated Articles 6, 7 of the ICCPR; Articles 2, 3, 5 of the Code 
of Conduct; Principle 4, 5, 8, 12-14 of the Basic Principles; “The use of force,” “Permissible circumstances 
for the use of firearms,” Procedures for the use of firearms,” and “Civil disorder” Sections of the 
IHRSLE; Articles 3, 4, 17 of the UNHRC Resolution 25/38; Articles 2, 5 of the UNHRC Resolution 
31/37; Paragraphs 9, 50, 57-63 of the JRSR 2016, and Paragraphs 85, 89-91, 95-99 of the (Draft) GC 
No. 37 of the ICCPR. Whether a public assembly was violent or not should not be arbitrary defined by 
the HKPF officers; according to Paragraphs 19-21 of the (Draft) GC No. 37 of the ICCPR, while “there 
is not always a clear dividing line between assemblies that are peaceful and those that are violent, but 
there is a presumption in favour of considering assemblies to be peaceful.” Moreover, the question of 
whether an assembly ceases to be peaceful must be answered with reference to the violence that 
originates or is deemed to originate from the participants. Even if protesters carried items that could be 
viewed as weapons would not immediately make an assembly violent (Paragraphs 23 of the (Draft) GC 
No. 37 of the ICCPR). 


By arresting organizers of demonstrations for violent acts not committed by them, the HKPF 
contravened Paragraph 26 of the JRSR 2016 and Paragraph 75 of (Draft) GC No. 37 of the ICCPR as it 
violated the principle of individual liability. For arbitrary arrest and detention of participants of 
peaceful assembly and bystanders, see “Discriminations in Policing” Section. 


The use of methods by the HKPF such as random stop and search of potential protesters on the streets 
and arbitrary detention of potential protesters imposed excessive restrictions on freedoms of 
movements and of peaceful assemblies, and thus potentially contravened Articles 12, 17, 19, 21, 25-26 
of the ICCPR, Paragraph 76 of the JRSR 2016, and Paragraphs 93-94 of the (Draft) GC No. 37 of the 
ICCPR. 


In small scale non-violent protests such as posting at Lennon Walls, HKPF officers arrested the 
protesters for being suspected of committing various criminal charges and often used humiliating ways 
to detain protesters and passerby alike. The use of these methods of intimidation were arbitrary, 
unnecessary and disproportionate, and deprived the arrested or detained of their freedom of assembly, 
expression, and movement, thus potentially contravened Articles 21, 25, and 29 of the ICCPR; Articles 
2 and 3 of the Code of Conduct; Paragraphs 2-4 of the UNHRC Resolution 25/38; Paragraphs 2, 5 of the 
UNHRC Resolution 31/37; Paragraphs 8, 11, 14-15, 33-34 of the JRSR 2016; and Paragraphs 9, 15, 36, 
53-56, 58, 60, 68-69 of the (Draft) GC No. 37 of the ICCPR. 
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78. Relevant local legislations, LOLE, and IHRL are as follows: 


Hong Kong Basic Law 

¢ Article 27 

Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance Cap. 383 

¢ Article 17 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

¢ Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 

¢ Article 12 (restriction in movement) 

¢ Article 17 (surveillance of those involved in assemblies) 

¢ Article 19 (restriction of the freedom of expression) 

¢ Article 21 (restrictions on peaceful assemblies) 

¢ Article 25 (restriction of the right of political participation) 

¢ Article 26 (discrimination in policing) 

Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 
¢ Principle 4, 5, 8 

International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 
* General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 

¢ Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1, 5, 7 

* Policing in Democracies; Paragraphs 1, 2, 6, 7 

¢ Non-Discrimination in Law Enforcement; Paragraphs 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 
* Police Investigations; Paragraphs 2, 4, 5, 6, 8 

¢ Arrest; Paragraphs 1, 2 

¢ Detention; Paragraph 2 

¢ The use of force; Paragraphs 1-11 

¢ Permissible circumstances for the use of firearms 

¢ Procedures for the use of firearms 

¢ After the use of firearms; Paragraph 1 

¢ Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 1-16 

¢ States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 

¢ Protection of Juveniles; Paragraphs 1-3 

¢ The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-4 

¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3-4, 6-11, 13 


¢* Community Policing; Paragraphs 1-11 
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UNHRC Resolution 25/38 on 11 April 2014 


Recognizing also that any such restrictions [on peaceful assembly] must be based in law, in 
accordance with States’ obligations under applicable international human rights instruments and 
subject to a competent, independent, impartial and prompt administrative or judicial review, 


Recalling that States have the primary responsibility for the promotion and protection of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, including in the context of peaceful protests, and to ensure that 
national legislation, policies and practices, as the national framework for the exercise of the rights 
to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and of association, are in compliance with 
international human rights law, 


Acknowledging that peaceful protests can occur in all societies, including protests that are 
spontaneous, simultaneous, unauthorized or restricted, 


Acknowledging also that participation in peaceful protests can be an important form of exercising 
the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression, of association and of participation in 
the conduct of public affairs, 


Stressing therefore that everyone must be able to express their grievances or aspirations in a 
peaceful manner, including through public protests, without fear of reprisals or of being 
intimidated, harassed, injured, sexually assaulted, beaten, arbitrarily arrested and detained, 
tortured, killed or subjected to enforced disappearance, 


Expressing its concern also at the criminalization, in all parts of the world, of individuals and 
groups for having organized or taken part in peaceful protests, 

Recalling that isolated acts of violence committed by others in the course of a protest do not 
deprive peaceful individuals of their rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and of 
association, 


And Paragraphs 3, 4, 17 


UNHRC Resolution 31/37 on 24 March 2016 


Paragraphs 2, 5 


Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 


Paragraphs 9, 14, 15, 18-27, 29-35, 37-48, 50-65, 76 


Paragraphs 83, 84 (on private property owners’ responsibility to respect human rights) 


General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 


Paragraphs 1-103 (better be discussed in a case-by-case basis) 
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B. Tactics in Crowded Space 
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Tactics in Crowded Space 
Description 


Throughout the Protests, the HKPF created numerous glaring scenes that achieved nothing but fueled 
public anger. This was especially true when HKPF officers tried to chase down or beat up protesters in 
crowded spaces, hitting passerby, journalists, medical personnel, and human rights watchers in the 


process’4. 


As early as on 12 June, the Raptor Unit was already attempting to storm into a major shopping mall at 
Admiralty, where peaceful protesters gathered and rested. Raptor officers hurled insults at those that were 
inside, challenging the protesters to “come out”75. On that day, the HKPF also pepper sprayed a group of 
unarmed protesters from the top of a staircase, at the risk of causing a stampede’®. 


On 14 July, during a protest within the Sha Tin New City Plaza shopping mall and the MTR station that 
connected to it, the PTU and other HKPF officers repeatedly rushed into the mall and the station and hit 
protesters and passerby with baton, shield, and pepper spray in an indiscriminate manner’’. Before that, 
a large number of protesters who participated in a peaceful demonstration earlier were trying to leave by 
taking MTR, but plainclothes police officers suddenly sealed off the station and started “kettling” a large 
number of protesters inside the shopping mall. During the clash, one plainclothes police officer, without 
protective gear, gave chase to a number of protesters, leaving his colleagues behind. He was then found 
himself in the middle of an escalator alone and was kicked down the escalator and beaten up by a large 
crowd, only to be rescued by a camera man and the Pan-Democrat Legislative Councilor Chu Hoi Tik. The 
fight between HKPF officers and protesters took place when hundreds of shoppers and diners, including a 
large number of children and the elderly, were still inside the mall. It should be noted that when the 
HKPF was forcing through the gates of the mall, none of the shops and the facilities of the mall was 
vandalized by the protesters. The mall also denied having called the police. The PPRB insisted that the 
HKPF entered the shop because its members were trying to disperse a “life-threatening mob” although it 
provided no proof’8. 


In some cases, HKPF officers’ reckless actions in cramped spaces led to potentially lethal results. On 13 
July, a group of HKPF officers, led by an officer in white shirt, charged at a teenager with batons on a 
narrow footbridge during an operation. Apparently, the officer mistook the teenager, who suffered from 
Leg Length Discrepancy, with another protester who ran away. Apparently, in panic, the teenager jumped 
from the footbridge, only to be caught by a cameraman. The officer who chased the teenager stepped back 
when the teenager jumped. When the teenager was saved, the policemen rushed forward and claimed that 
they saved him and blamed the teenager for jumping”9. 
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Apparently, the HKPF still believed that resorting to baton charge inside narrow spaces was a viable tactic, 
as on 11 August a group of riot police charged down an escalator and beat unarmed protesters with 
batons after a fusillade of pepper ball shots. The protesters were pushed down along the escalator, and 
only because of the resistance of the protesters at the front that a stampede was avoided (see Sample Case 
4 in Appendix I)8°. Similar cases happened throughout the protest®!. 


Thereafter, the HKSAR government and the HKPF insisted that the latter had the right to enter malls and 
other privately owned premises, citing Cap. 232 of the Hong Kong Law. However, in some cases, HKPF 
officers ignored the possibility of causing chaos or even a stampede by threatening to rush (or actually 
rushing) into shopping malls even though they faced no threats and there were no violent/criminal acts 
taking place inside. For example, on 24 August, a group of HKPF officers pretended to rush into a 
shopping mall in Wong Tai Sin, and the crowd inside the mall ran away. The officers then laughed and left 
the premise®2. Had the officer was certain that there was a suspect inside, he should have entered. If not, 
then he was possibly abusing his power as an HKPF officer. 


The very worst case of HKPF operation in crowded spaces was the storming of the platform and the train 
of the Prince Edward MTR Station on 31 August. During the day, a large-scale march took place on Hong 
Kong Island, participated by hundreds and thousands of peaceful protesters. Throughout the day, 
intermittent clashes took place in different parts of the Island. In the evening, some protesters shifted to 
Kowloon, while many more were returning home. At around 2245, there was a fight between several pro- 
HKPF men and a dozen protesters, with both sides throwing water bottles and umbrellas at each other 
after one of the pro-HKPF men took out a hammer from his bag83. As a result of the incident, the MTR 
called the HKPEF, and the HKPF apparently believed that a large group of the more violent protesters were 
on the train at Prince Edward Station. 


At around 2300, several dozens of masked Raptor officers armed with batons, pepper spray, and LL guns 
rushed into the station and forced into a train (not the one where the clash had occurred). At that time, 
the station was still full of passerby. The Raptor officers, in an increasingly excited state, stormed the 
escalators, the platform, and the carriage, randomly beating and pepper-spraying people (none armed 
except with umbrellas or similar items) at the scene8+. At around this time, the MTR sealed off the 
station. Volunteer first aiders were not allowed to enter the station to tend the wounded. The first aiders 
inside the station were ordered to face the wall and were guarded by HKPF officers8>. Reporters were also 
driven away by force8®, At 2317, the first government rescue personnel arrived, and the HKPF officers 
inside the station reported that there were no wounded in the platform and on the train8’. 
Communication between the Fire Department and the Emergency Medical Service showed that the 
number of wounded was changed several times, showing the chaotic situation. At least one of the 
wounded in the station suffered from serious head wounds because of baton hits8’. On 1 September, the 
HKPF claimed that 40 were arrested at Prince Edwards station but did not disclose the number of 
wounded®9. The number of both wounded and arrested, however, remained unclear three months after the 
event, as the HKPF changed the numbers twice. On 3 December, FactWire, an investigative press agency, 
released a report suggesting that as many as 63 were arrested and 11 were sent to hospital during the 
event. They were able to interview 47 out of 52 of those arrested inside the station, and some suggested 
that they were sent to the police station rather than the hospital after they were arrested. MTR had yet 
to disclose the CCTV footage of what happened in the station that night. 
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This incident was one of the worst HKPF debacles (the other would be the 21 July pro-HKPF mob attack) 
that led to public outrage against the HKPF and the HKSAR government (see “Police Brutality and 
Intensification of Protest” Section). It also gave rise to the theory that personnel of the Chinese Armed 
Police Force (wujing) participated in the action, hence the ferocity against the unarmed passengers. 
According to the polls conducted by the Hong Kong Public Opinion Research Institute and the Centre for 
Communication and Public Opinion Survey, more or less half of the respondents suggested that they 
believed that the HKPF had been trying to hide the death cases in the 31 August raid?!. In the following 
months, there were clashes near the Mong Kok Police Station that was right next to an exit of the Prince 
Edward MTR Station, where people laid flowers to commemorate the event. 


In November, the HKPF’s reckless tactics led to other serious incidents, as its leadership paid little 
attention to the human rights and PR dimensions of its operations. At around 2315 of 18 November, when 
the HKPF was trying to round up a large group of protesters retreating along Nathan Road, a stampede 
occurred at Yau Mat Tei. During the action, the Raptor Unit used flash grenades at the crowd, and 
ammunitions of unspecified types were fired. Although volunteer first aiders and firefighters at the scene 
tried to rescue those trapped, HKPF officers pepper sprayed the first aiders and stopped the firefighters 
from rescuing the wounded. Reporters were also dispersed. Some of the onlookers and first aiders were 
arrested. Fire Services Department records shows that there were at least 66 wounded, of which 16 were 
serious cases. Still, more than 30 of the wounded protesters were sent directly to the police station before 
receiving treatment?2._ This was a direct breach of Article 6 of the Code of Conduct. 


Still, the HKPF continued to same kind of operations in crowded areas such as shopping malls. During the 
series of clashes in the commercial areas between 24 and 31 December, HKPF officers (many were 
plainclothes police officers without showing any identifications) charged into shopping malls and 
attempted to make arrests during many confusing melees. Overly excited HKPF officers used batons, 
shields, and pepper spray canisters to hit the head rather than other parts of the body of the suspects. Riot 
police brought LL weapons into malls full of non-protesters and pointed their weapons in an 
indiscriminate manner94. During a clash at Yuen Long, one unarmed man fell from the second floor to the 
ground in a mall when he was trying to escape from charging riot police and plainclothes police officers 
armed with batons®*. He was seriously wounded. 


Potential violations of LOLE and IHRL 


The HKPF’s tactics in crowded space often paid no attention to the safety and human rights of the 
protesters as well as others nearby. As shown in the above cases, HKPF officers launched frontal assaults 
with various LL weapons against protesters who posed little real threat to the HKPF officers. In some 
cases, HKPF officers attacked the back of the protesters in narrow spaces such as staircases or escalators, 
causing chaos that might have led to stampedes. At least once on 18 November, a stampede was caused by 
the use of such tactics. The use of force by the HKPF in the above cases was indiscriminate, arbitrary, 
disproportionate, unnecessary, and excessive, and potentially contravened Articles 6, 7 of the ICCPR; 
Articles 3, 5, 6 of the Code of Conduct; Principles 4, 5, 8, 12-14 of the Basic Principles; “The use of force,” 
“Permissible circumstances for the use of firearms,” Procedures for the use of firearms,” and “Civil 
disorder” Sections of the IHRSLE; and Article 2, 9 of the UNHRC Resolution 25/38. 


The HKPF as an organization that failed to prevent and investigate the incidents, as well as hold the 
officers involved accountable violated the principle of precaution (Paragraph 4 and 5 of the UNHRC 
Resolution 31/37; Paragraphs 50-55 and 89-94 of the JRSR 2016; and 100-101 of the GC No. 37 of the 
ICCPR). 
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92. Relevant local legislations, LOLE, and IHRL are as follows: 
¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
¢ Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 
e Article 12 (restriction in movement) 
¢ Article 17 (surveillance of those involved in assemblies) 
¢ Article 19 (restriction of the freedom of expression) 
¢ Article 21 (restrictions on peaceful assemblies) 
¢ Article 25 (restriction of the right of political participation) 
¢ Article 26 (discrimination in policing) 
* Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 
¢ Articles 3, 5, 6 
¢ Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 
e Articles 4, 5, 8, 12-14 
¢ International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 
* General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 
¢ Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraph 7 
¢ The use of force; Paragraphs 1-11 
¢ Permissible circumstances for the use of firearms 
¢ Procedures for the use of firearms 
¢ After the use of firearms; Paragraph 1 
¢ Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 5-12 
¢ States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 
¢ Protection of Juveniles; Paragraphs 1-3 
¢ The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-4 
¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3-4, 6-11, 13 
* Resolution 25/38 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 11 April 2014 


¢ Expressing its concern also at the criminalization, in all parts of the world, of individuals and 
groups for having organized or taken part in peaceful protests, 


* Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the 
Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


¢ Also Paragraphs 2, 9, 10, 12, 13, 15 
¢ Resolution 31/37 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 24 March 2016 
¢ Paragraph 5 
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¢ Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 
¢ Paragraphs 9, 42, 44, 50-63 
¢ Paragraphs 83, 84 (on private property owners’ responsibility to respect human rights) 
* General Comment No. 36 on Article 6 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 
¢ Paragraphs 12-14 
* General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 
¢ Paragraphs 89, 91, 96-99 
¢ Paragraph 97 (on tear gas) 
¢ Paragraph 97 (on water cannon) 


¢ Paragraph 98 (on firearms, including LL firearms) 
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Use of Firearms 


Description 


Until January 2020, HKPF officers fired 19 live rounds during the Protests. There was also an 
unconfirmed case of the firing of assault rifle rounds on 18 November. Because of the absence of a clear 
strategic direction, faulty command and control, confusing tactical deployment of HKPF units, poor/ 
lack of training, or maybe sheer incompetence and unprofessional attitude, HKPF officers often pointed 
and discharged firearms into protesters in situations that could be avoided. 


The very fact that so many HKPF officers carried firearms and live rounds into the conflict zone where 
the protesters had no firearms was problematic and would only encourage the officers to use them. In 
fact, on more than one occasion, HKPF officers were unable to secure their firearms and ammunition 
when they were on duty. It was only because of the peaceful inclination of the protesters that none of 


these dropped firearms and ammunition were used against HKPF officers%. 


In general, HKPF officers who used firearms found themselves extremely close to protesters, either 
intentionally or because of poor judgment and discipline. The first instance of HKPF officers drawing 
firearms at protesters took place on 30 July at Kwai Fong. During a confrontation between the HKPF 
and a group of protesters armed with bricks, water bottles, and umbrellas. SSGT Lau Chak Kei 
suddenly rushed forward into a crowd to try to grab one protester with a hand, with a baton on 
another. In the process, he was surrounded by protesters who assaulted him with umbrellas and hiking 
sticks. He retreated, got hold of a Remington shotgun (whether it was loaded, and with what 
ammunition, is unknown), and pointed it to the crowd, which immediately dispersed. He 
indiscriminately pointed the shotgun to everyone around him, including reporters and onlookers. He 
then marched, in an aiming pose, towards an MTR station via a transport exchange, where there were 
many bystanders and passerby not involved in the protest. The several HKPF officers around him also 
held firearms or batons but were not in aiming pose. On his way, protesters threw water bottles, 
umbrellas, and other rubbish at him, while he pointed his weapon in different directions without 
warning or firing. He then retreated from the station and left. Throughout the incident, he made no 
arrests?’. For his haphazard action, he was hailed as a hero by the PRC media and was later invited to 


attend the PRC National Day Military Review on 1 October. 
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The first attempt to fire a live round by an HKPF officer took place on 13 August at the Hong Kong 
International Airport. At around 2300, after a brief scuffle between protesters and HKPF officers, a 
uniformed HKPF officer suddenly entered the Departure Hall alone to grab a young woman who was 
walking with a companion with a suitcase (possibly a tourist, who rushed back to assist her). The 
woman was walking away from the scene with the back facing the officer and had no knowledge of the 
incoming assault. The HKPF officer then found himself inside a large crowd of protesters who beat him 
with fists, umbrellas, and sticks; apparently in panic, he pulled out his unloaded revolver and 
immediately pulled the trigger, and then sat on the floor as his legs were visibly shaking. The crowd was 
dispersed by the sight of the revolver9’. The reason for that officer to rush into the Departure Hall to grab 
a woman is unknown. The action was filmed by major news channels and led to much public outcry. On 
16 August, SSP Kong Wing Cheung of the PPRB showed footage of the incident in a press conference; in 
the footage shown, the section showing the officer grabbing the traveler was edited out?. 


On 30 September, the pro-PRC media HKO1 released a “leaked” instruction of the HKPF, showing 
several changes made on the PGO. In the old version, the use of firearms was only appropriate when an 
officer met “assault that intends to inflict death or serious bodily harm”; in the new version, firearms 
could be used when an officer faced “assault that may lead to death or serious bodily harm”!, This 
gave additional flexibility for HKPF officers to use firearms. 


On 1 October, the 70th anniversary of the PRC, HKPF officers stepped up the use of firearms, even 
though they faced the same threat as before. Again, the HKPF thinly deployed riot police in areas 
where large groups of protesters gathered. At least four shooting incidents occurred that day, involving 
six shots!0!, 


At around 1540, a small group of riot police (around five) from a patrol van was attacked at Yau Ma Tei 
by a group of protesters with umbrellas, bricks, water bottles, and other debris on the street. At least 
three riot police officers drew their revolvers, with one fired a warning shot to the sky. The protesters 
dispersed. The riot police then withdrew to the patrol van and left the scene!™. 


100.At around 1600, a group of riot police was facing protesters at Tsuen Wan. A plainclothes police officer 


fired his pistol behind a line of riot police, towards a group of protesters out of the camera. From the 
footage, the plain-cloth officer and the riot police were not facing imminent lethal threat (no bricks or 
Molotov cocktail thrown at them at close range), and the one who fired his revolver did not issue any 
warning, even to the riot police in front of him. One riot police officer was seen trying to persuade the 
plainclothes officer to go back and stop firing. No one was hit in the incident!%. 


101.At around 1600, during another confrontation between around ten riot police officers and two dozen 


protesters who were armed with umbrellas and walking sticks at Tsuen Wan, a more serious incident 
occurred. One riot police officer who stood at the back during the brawl with a shotgun on one hand 
used another hand to draw a revolver and rushed forward for at least five meters towards the protesters 
with two firearms on both hands. He was wearing full body armor and was also in possession of a pepper 
spray and an extendable baton. Still at the back of several riot police officers, he was approached by a 
masked protester who attacked him with a 1” plastic water pipe. The officer then fired his revolver at 
the upper torso of the protesters at point-blank range without warning. When the protester was hit, 
the riot police at the scene did not stop and subdued another protester who tried to help the wounded 
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protester, who was a 16-years old student!%. Another riot police officer was then found trying to frame 
the wounded protester by placing a iron rod next to him. The wounded protesters received critical 
wounds in the lung but survived. The PPRB justified the shooting by claiming that the officer who fired 
the revolver was facing a life-threatening situation. However, unlike SSGT Lau, the action of this officer 
was not celebrated by the PRC media. 


102.At more or less the same time, at Wong Tai Sin, during a confrontation between an unknown number 
of protesters and a group of around ten HKPF officers, two plainclothes officers drew their Glock pistol 
and one fired at the crowd. The crowd was throwing debris and Molotov cocktails at the group. They 
were the only two officers who were not wearing protective gear. One officer did not even have a 
helmet. The shot hit no one. One of the officers was seen laughing when pointing his pistol at the 
protesters!, 


103.Since then, members of the HKPF became more willing to use live rounds. On the evening of 4 
October, an off-duty HKPF officer attempted to break a roadblock with his car but was surrounded by 
protesters. Instead of withdrawing, he tried to fight the crowd. In the melee, he drew his pistol and shot 
the leg of one of the protesters. Molotov cocktails were then thrown at him, and he dropped his pistol 
and fled. It was only because no protesters picked up the weapon that he was able to retrieve it!0. 


104.On 11 November, a single HKPF traffic police officer approached around a group of ten protesters who 
were trying to block a road outside the Sai Wan Ho market, where many passerby and onlookers were 
present. The traffic police officer (an SSGT), apparently highly excited, suddenly pulled his revolver and 
rushed into the crowd, grabbing the collar of one protester. He pulled the protester, apparently a 
teenager, towards the muzzle of his revolver, and then pointed the revolver to the rest of the group, 
using the protester as his shield. After these curious actions, he found himself surrounded by several 
protesters who were unarmed. One protester approached him with both hands opened (in a gesture 
showing he was not armed), but the SSGT fired a live round into the upper torso of the protester in 
less than one meter without warning, still holding the first in a “hostage” pose. After firing the first 
round, he let go of the first protester who escaped, and fired two rounds at another protester who was 
hit in the leg. After shooting, he kneeled on the body of the first wounded protester without any 
attempt to provide/find medical assistance and did not notify the incident to the incoming police 
officer, who dragged the wounded protester on the ground. The protester lost a kidney and received a 
severe wound in the liver, but recovered in two weeks. The HKPF found it so difficult to explain this 
case that its officers claimed that the wounded protester was trying to grab the gun from the officer. 
However, the wounded protester was only charged for unlawful assembly!°”. The shooting, however, 
received praise from at least some of the HKPF officers. SSGT Lau Chak Kei, the “national hero”, said 
that the shooting was “of the international standard [of policing]”. An HKPF officer shouted to the 


public that “three rounds were not enough”. Another exclaimed “thanks for coming out to be shot by 
us” 108, 
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105.Throughout the Protest, there was a tendency for members of the HKPF to point their firearms 
(including Less-Lethal weapons) at the head of the protesters (both peaceful and more violent ones), 
rescue personnel, journalists, and bystanders and passerby who were in turn provoked by such actions. 
On 29 September, one riot police officer was found giggling and pointing a shotgun at a peaceful rally 
from a footbridge!®9. Another starling incident involved a uniformed HKPF officer kicked a kneeling 
pastor while pointing a revolver at the journalists (with protesters far away at the back) during an 
operation on 25 August!!0, The PPRB defended the action and suggested that the officer was “using 
his leg to push away a protester (who was not),” and the action was “very reasonable”!!!._ HKPF 
officers drew out their pistols and revolvers when Molotov cocktails were thrown at them from afar or 
even when facing unarmed protesters!!2. At one time, an HKPF officer pointed a revolver at a group of 
citizens in a lift who clearly posed no threat at point-blank range!!3. On at least two occasions, Raptor 
officers used subdued citizens as a shield to advance or even used the shoulder of the arrested to 
support his/her firearm!!4, These cinematic but unprofessional moves speak much about the HKPF’s 
attitude and training. 


106.So far, traffic police officers had the highest tendency to use their firearms, possibly because they were 
not equipped with other LL weapons such as pepper spray!}5. 


107.In November, the HKPF also became more ostentatious in displaying military grade firearms; during 
the sieges of the universities, the HKPF deployed almost its entire arsenal to storm the university 
campuses. Assault rifles, submachine guns, shotguns, and even sniper rifles were deployed against 
protesters who were mainly students and young people who received no military training!!6. The only 
ranged weapons the besieged had were Molotov cocktail, a few sports bow (no sharpened arrow), and 
one or two makeshift catapults. When being shot at with arrows, the HKPF announced that it would 
deploy lethal firearms if more arrows were used; no more use of arrows was reported since then!!”. 
Chan Cho Kwong, the ex-chairman of the JROA who was a candidate of the District Council election 
(who lost by a wide margin), claimed that the HKPF faced “unequal” firepower and should be 
authorized to use assault rifles!!8. Thereafter, as if echoing Chan, HKPF officers threatened the public 
to “repeat the Tiananmen” on the streets!!9. 


108.In the early morning of 18 November, protesters surrounded an ambulance carrying a wounded 
protester and two HKPF officers. The HKPF officers were attacked with flying bricks and water bottles, 
and the two officers fired three shots at the crowd. No one was hit, and the crowd dispersed; the 
wounded protesters also escaped amidst confusion caused by the shots. !2° 


109.At around the same time, HKPF personnel were seen entering the front gate of the campus of the 
PolyU with assault rifles, although the PPRB denied this had happened.!2! 
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110.Even after the situation was briefly stabilized because of the District Council election, the HKPF still 
clung on to their lethal firearms. On 27 November, during a peaceful lunchtime demonstration in the 
business district of Kowloon Bay, HKPF riot police appeared with assault rifles to face the unarmed 
office workers!22._ By late December, the HKPF had little qualms about displaying firearms no matter 
the situation they faced, including the undercover detectives who patrolled the shopping malls full of 
holiday shoppers. Even during peaceful assemblies where no firebombs were used, riot police officers 
would bring their AR-15 facing “life-threatening attacks” such as flying water bottles!23. The problem 
was again exacerbated by the general incompetence of the HKPE On 22 December, a riot police officer 
who lost his spectacles was left behind by his colleagues and found himself surrounded by unarmed 
but angry protesters, who threw insults and a number water bottles at him. He then pulled his revolver 
and randomly pointed at people (because he cannot see clearly), before being pulled back by other 
officers!24. 


ii. Potential violations of LOLE and IHRL 


111.The use of firearms by HKPF officers during the Protests did not meet the international standards as 
some of the HKPF officers claimed. In the United Kingdom, the use of firearms is defined as “pointing 
and discharging the weapon (including unintentional discharge)” for which “the officer is both legally 
and organizationally accountable”!25. According to the British Manual of Guidance on the Management, 
Command, and Deployment of Armed Officers, before the use of any firearms, officers should “identify 
themselves and state that they are armed,” “clarify who it is they are seeking to communicate with,” 
and “communicate in a clear and appropriate manner”!26. Most important, the manual suggests that 
the primary intention of using firearms is “to prevent an immediate threat to life by shooting to stop 
the subject from carrying out their intended or threatened course of action”. In aiming, the body mass 
rather than head should be the target unless “impractical in the circumstances” or “presenting 
increased risk to life”!27._ The Code of Practice on Police use of Firearms of the British Home Office suggests 
that “whenever the use of force is necessary police officers will!28: 


* respect human life, and minimize damage and injury; 


* exercise restraint in such use and ensure that their responses are proportionate and appropriate in 
the circumstances and consistent with the legitimate objective to be achieved; and 


* ensure that assistance and medical aid are rendered to any injured or affected persons at the earliest 
practicable moment. 


112.In many cases above, the use of firearms by HKPF officers in the above-mentioned cases (except for 
the warning shot fired on 1 October) was unlawful in terms of LOLE and IHRL because they were 
arbitrary, unnecessary, disproportionate, indiscriminate, and excessive. In most cases, the officers who 
fired their weapon did not warn the protesters before firing; thus, the firing was arbitrary (potential 
violation of Articles 6, 7 of the ICCPR; Articles 3, 5 of the Code of Conduct; and “Permissible 
circumstances for the use of firearms” and “Procedures for the use of firearms” of the IHRSLE). HKPF 
officers repeatedly used firearms (both pointing and firing firearms) in non-life-threatening situations, 
making their use excessive (potential violation of Articles 6, 7 of the ICCPR, Principles 4, 5, 12-14 of 
the Basic Principles, and “Permissible circumstances for the use of firearms” of the IHRSLE). Moreover, 
while HKPF repeatedly tried to portray the protesters as extremely violent, none of the protesters who 
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were shot with live rounds were holding life-threatening weapons, and some were not armed at all. 
This shows that the use of live rounds against the protesters in most cases was disproportionate 
(potential violation of Articles 6, 7 of the ICCPR, Principles 4, 5, 12-14 of the Basic Principles, and 
“Permissible circumstances for the use of firearms” of IHRSLE). 


113.The legality of many cases of shooting was also in question because the officers involved also violated 
local guidelines on the use of firearms (potential violation of Principle 1 of the Basic Principles, Article 1 
of the Code of Conduct). Moreover, the PGO of the HKPF that included “to quell a riot or insurrection” 
as a condition to use firearms also contravened the principle of precaution (potential violation of 
Articles 6, 7 of the ICCPR, Articles 1, 2, 5 of the Code of Conduct), as it allowed too much room for 
HKPF officers to use firearms in non-life threatening situations while the HKPF was already equipped 
with so many different types of Less-Lethal weapons. In some cases, HKPF officers did not provide 
immediate medical assistance (or allow immediate medical assistance) to those who were shot. This 
was a potential violation of Article 6 of the Code of Conduct and Principle 5(c) of the Basic Principles. The 
HKPF also failed to equip its traffic police officers with other equipment other than their revolvers to 
deal with different situations, and this is also a violation of the principle of precaution. 


114.The display of military grade firearms in peaceful protests also violated the principles of necessity and 
proportionality, thus potentially violating Principles 4, 5, 12-14 of the Basic Principles, as well as 
Paragraph 67 of the JRSR 2016. Moreover, it was also possibly a move to intimidate the peaceful 
protesters. Even pointing firearms towards peaceful protesters and bystanders who posed no physical 
threat to the HKPF officers could be considered as excessive and disproportionate, as suggested by 
Paragraph 38 of the JRSR 2016. 


115.Individual HKPF officers involved in the use of firearms should be investigated for possible violations 
of international laws and standards (Principles 22-24 of the Basic Principles, Section J of the JRSR 2016, 
Paragraphs 100-101 of the (Draft) GC No. 37 of the ICCPR), local laws, as well as the PGO. The HKPF 
should change the PGO according to international human rights standards, and punish and persecute 
the HKPF officers who failed to follow the PGO; those who were responsible for failing to update the 
guidelines to keep up with the international standards or even changing them to encourage the use of 
firearms against the protesters should also be held accountable. 


116.Relevant LOLE and IHRL are listed below: 


¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

¢ Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 

¢ Article 19 (restriction of the freedom of expression by displaying and using firearms during 
assemblies) 

¢ Article 21 (restrictions on peaceful assemblies by displaying and using firearms during 
assemblies) 

¢ Article 25 (restriction of the right of political participation by displaying and using firearms 
during assemblies) 


¢ Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 
e Articles 3, 5 
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Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 
* Principles 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 14, 18-20, 24 


¢ The HKPF as an organization possibly contravened Principle 2, as it failed to provide traffic 
police with necessary LL weapons 


¢ Principles 22-26 (for reviewing the use of firearms) 
International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 

* General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 

¢ Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraph 7 

¢ The use of force; Paragraphs 1-11 

¢ Permissible circumstances for the use of firearms 

¢ Procedures for the use of firearms 

¢ After the use of firearms; Paragraph 1-4 

¢ Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 5-12 

¢ States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 

¢ Protection of Juveniles; Paragraphs 1-3 

¢ The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-4 

¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3-4, 6-11, 13 
Resolution 25/38 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 11 April 2014 


* Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the 
Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


¢ Also Paragraphs 9, 10, 12, 13 


¢ The HKPF as an organization possibly contravened Paragraph 14, as it failed to provide traffic 
police with necessary LL weapons 


Resolution 31/37 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 24 March 2016 
¢ Paragraphs 2, 3, 5 


¢ The HKPF as an organization possibly contravened Point 4, as it allegedly loosened the 
regulations of firearms usage. 


Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 

¢ Paragraphs 9, 42, 44, 50-63 

General Comment No. 36 on Article 6 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 
¢ Paragraphs 12-14 

General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 
¢ Paragraphs 89-91, 96-99 


¢ Paragraph 98 (on firearms) 
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D. Use of Less Lethal Weapons 
117.Throughout the Protests, HKPF officers have repeatedly ignored international guidelines and 
regulations on the use of Less-Lethal (LL) Weapons. While it is impossible to discuss every cases of 
abuses in detail in this report, the cases can be summarized into the following categories: 
¢ Use of Baton and Shield 
¢ Use of Less-Lethal Firearms and Ammunitions 
¢ Use of Tear Gas 
¢ Use of Pepper Spray 
¢ Use of Laser Device 
* Use of Sound Device 
¢ Use of Water Cannon 


¢ Use of Unlawful Equipment/ Unlawful Use of Equipment 


1. Description 
- Use of Baton and Shield 


118.Since 12 June 2019, visual records show that HKPF officers showed little restraint and self-control in 
the use of baton against both peaceful and more violent protesters as well as journalists, medical 
personnel, onlookers, and even passersby. 


119.HKPF officers were seen chasing individual or groups of protesters, alone or in very small groups of 
two to three officers, holding batons, inside crowded space such as narrow streets, shopping malls, 
escalators, and footbridges. Officers were also seen waving their batons while charging, even hitting 
their own colleagues in the process. 


120.When using the baton, many HKPF officers also disregarded the potential of seriously wounding or 
killing the target. HKPF officers were found hitting the head and neck of their targets, often from 
behind, who in many cases were not violent protesters and had no protective gears, or even passerby 
and tourists!29. Sometimes, even their colleagues failed to stop the HKPF officers in extreme 
emotional state from beating the head of passerby!3°. On 13 July, a HKPF officer used a baton to hit 
the head of a Legislative Councilor, who questioned why that HKPF officer almost forced a teenager to 
jump off a footbridge!3!. In fact, it was the disturbing images of HKPF brutally beating peaceful or 
subdued protesters with baton on 12 June that the protest became more widespread and increasingly 


violent!32. Sometimes, HKPF officers resorted to batons on peaceful protesters, journalists, and even 
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human rights watchers when they were losing an argument or were trying to disperse them!33. In a 
curious case, when a group of HKPF riot police walked across a zebra crossing in red light, they were 
almost hit by a vehicle; one HKPF officer raised his baton threatening to break the window of the 
car!34, One student who was an onlooker during the clash on 7 September at the Tai Po Hui MTR 
Station suffered from PTSD after his head was being hit by a baton. He was unable to participate in the 
scheduled university entrance examination in 2020135. 


121.As the senior HKPF officers turned a blind eye or even participated in it, HKPF officers were seen 
beating up the head of subdued and arrested protesters (or in some cases onlookers and passerby) with 
baton!36. In fact, the use of baton was downgraded from “medium level of force” to “low level of force” 
in the instructions of the HKPF on 30 September, in a sense encouraging the use of baton!37.. On 27 
October, a SP was accused for hitting the head of an elderly woman with a baton!38. In a footage taken 
on 18 November, a masked HKPF officer repeatedly beat the leg of a subdued protester, apparently in a 
highly emotional state. Similar incidents occurred in the same footage!39. SSP Kong Wing Cheung of 
PPRB, when responding to this case, suggested that the HKPF “has a different understanding of 
“completely subdued” compared to “the general public”!4°. 


122.The HKPF was also found using shields as a weapon to attack reporters and peaceful protesters, 
including women and the elderly, causing substantial wounds such as bone fractures!4!._ Extremely 
emotional officers also used their shields to hit the cars on the road for no reason!#2. 


123.Although the Frankly Chu Jing Wei case (concluded in 2019) established the precedent that an 
excessive use of baton when not in self-defense is a punishable crime, many HKPF officers apparently 
paid little attention to this, especially when they started to hide the ID numbers on their uniforms and 
their passes (see “Display of Identity and Insignia” Section). 


124.On 10 September, the HKPF allowed the off-duty officers to be equipped with extendable batons, as a 
means to defend themselves against vigilantism!*3._ However, there were at least one case when off- 
duty officer used baton to threaten the public in non-protest related disputes!44. In this case, the HKPF 
officer concerned was possibly breaching a local law as well; however, the police who arrived at the 
scene did not arrest that man. The PPRB refused to comment on whether the man concerned was an 
HKPF officer!45. Off-duty officers also used baton to attack citizens before revealing their identity!*°. 
On 7 December, an American banker was arrested for trying to stop a man from using a baton to hit 
another man. The man with baton denied that he was an HKPF officer and was tackled by the banker. 
The banker was charged for assaulting a police officer!4”. An off-duty HKPF officer even carried an 
extendable baton to the Restricted Area of the Hong Kong International Airport; even though the 
Airport Security called the HKPE, the off-duty officer was let go!48. 


125.The fact that off-duty officers used baton to try to make arrests actually encouraged impersonation of 
HKPF officers; at least one Titushky claimed himself an off-duty police officer and brandished a baton 
in a busy shopping mall, possibly because of this loophole!*9. 
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126.In UN police and US military training manuals available from open source, there are some restrictions 
on the use of baton even in self-defense situations. For example, the UN Peacekeeping Pre-deployment 
Training (PDT) Standard of 2015 stipulated that a police officer could only strike at the head, neck, spine, 
and genital of the target “when the application of deadly force is necessary.!5°” In the US Army Civil 
Disturbance Operations training manual, baton “is never raised above the head to strike a subject in a 
club fashion” as it would “likely to cause permanent injury.”!5! The PTU’s training manual posted by 
the Washington Post suggested that batons should “never strike the head, neck or back” and “never 
strike targets who are leaving, turn their backs on officers, or are prostrate on the ground.” Moreover, 
batons should only be used to hit muscles rather than bones!52. It should be noted that in the recent 
years, the more developed countries of the world adopted a stricter control in the police use of baton. 
In November 2019, a Spanish police officer was sentenced for four months jail after he was found 
guilty for beating an arrested man with his baton!53. 


- Use of Less Lethal Firearms and Ammunitions 


127.In this section, “Less-Lethal (LL) firearms and ammunitions” refers to rubber bullets, bean-bag 
rounds, sponge grenades, pepperballs, and their launchers (see Appendix III for their specifications). 
From reports and videos, the problems of the use of LL firearms and ammunitions by the HKPF officers 
can be summarized into the following categories: 


¢ Firing without adequate warning 

¢ Aiming/firing at heads 

¢ Firing from tall buildings and footbridges 

¢ Aiming/firing at journalists, medical personnel, and bystanders 


128.On 12 June, HKPF officers fired 19 rubber bullets, three beanbag rounds, and around 30 sponge- 
grenades at the protesters that allegedly threw bricks at them at Admiralty!54. On that day, the first 
shots of rubber bullet caused considerable public outrage. The HKPF was accused for firing rubber 
bullets at a flat trajectory without warning on the eye level of the protesters who stood at around 10 
meters away, hitting two protesters in the eye and in the head. The protester who was hit in the eye 
carried no weapon when he was shot. Whether the other protester was armed was unclear!55. Another 
unarmed middle-aged female protester was shot at in less than 10 meters with pepperballs in the 
head!5°. The officers who were filmed firing the weapon and the commanders involved giving 
instructions were subjected to doxing and were the subject of numerous protest-related artwork and 


meme. 


129.After the firing of LL rounds on 12 June, the HKPF did not employ them for a month, even when the 
protesters were storming the building of the Legislative Council. The HKPF did not use LL 
ammunitions until the day when the protesters vandalized the national emblem of the PRC at the 
Liaison Office on 21 July. On that day, five rounds of rubber bullets and 24 sponge grenades were 
used!57, The HKPF was again being accused of firing without adequate warning. CSP John Tse Chun 
Chung, the then-head of the PPRB, claimed that the HKPF had already issued a “categorical warning” 
that implied the firing of LL ammunitions!58. The use of LL ammunitions gradually increased, and 
reached the height in mid-November during the sieges of the universities. 
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On 19 November, the HKPF announced during a press conference that it fired 1,391 rubber bullets, 
325 beanbag rounds, and 265 sponge grenades during the operations near the Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University and the Yau Ma Tei-Tsim Sha Tsui-Mong Kok area!59. The HKPF had no qualms about firing 
LL ammunitions inside university campuses!©°, Flash grenades were also used for the first time during 
the siege of the PolyU!*!. The figures suggested the growing intensity of the conflict and the HKPF’s 
increasingly liberal, or even reckless, way of deploying LL ammunitions in its operations. The Hong 
Kong Hospital Authority announced on 19 November that at least 300 were admitted to hospitals 
during the siege of the PolyU, “with injuries related to water cannon blast, tear gas, and rubber 
bullets”1!62. 


130.From 21 July, the HKPF officers fired their LL ammunitions with little warning, especially in the 
middle of intense confrontations or when HKPF officers were apparently trying to overrun large groups 
of protesters or even bystanders and onlookers!®3. It is difficult to understand the tactical rationale 
behind some of these actions. One particularly disturbing case involved a group of Raptor officers and 
riot police firing their pepperball guns at the back of a group of non-resisting protesters who were 
trying to to leave the scene along an escalator at Tai Koo MTR Station on 11 August!®4. The range of 
firing was as close as two meters or less. Most of those who were shot, from the visual records, were 
not equipped with protective gears such as helmet or gas masks. The HKPF officers’ action could cause 
a stampede, but they continued to fire and advance, without allowing the crowd to disperse. During 
another operation near Wan Chai on 2 November, HKPF officers again fired on the eye level, from a 
perpendicular position, at a large crowd of dispersing protesters who were running away from tear 
gas!65, Again, such action made little sense in terms of crowd control tactics. On 25 December, one 
HKPF officer fired pepperballs at a man who was dangerously hanging on the roof of a two-story 
building. He then fell to the ground and was seriously wounded. HKPF officers were found shouting 
“jump down” at him before he fell16°, 


131.HKPF officers were also found aiming or firing LL ammunitions at heads. On 12 November, during an 
operation at the City University, a police officer (rank unknown) was recorded ordering “to fire at the 
head (se tau)” of the protesters. SSP Wong Wai Shun (SSP Ops Bureau) claimed that the police officer 
in question was instructing his subordinate to aim at the “upper torso (se seung-boon-san)” but he said 
“to fire at the head” for the sake of brevity!®”.. There are numerous visual records showing HKPF 
officers pointing and aiming their LL firearms at the head of the protesters, journalists, subdued 
suspects, or even bystanders who posed no threat, showing little care of the potential danger!®8. LL 
weapons were also pointed at windows of residential flats!6°. The officers involved were often in a 
highly emotional state or trying to provoke the crowd. One was seen jokingly pointing his weapon from 
a footbridge when a large group of peaceful protesters marched below!”°. 


132.Another dangerous and unlawful way of using LL ammunition by the HKPF was firing from higher or 
hidden positions such as corners, tall buildings, and footbridges without warning. Firing from these 
positions while still aiming at the head of the protesters increases the chance of hitting heads and eyes, 
leading to a higher chance of inflicting serious injuries!7!. 


Page 55 of 212 


133.While the HKPF maintained that its officers would only use LL ammunitions against serious threats to 
personal safety such as protesters with firebombs or sharp weapons, more often than not HKPF officers 
were found firing LL ammunitions at peaceful protesters, journalists, medical personnel, or even 
bystanders, often without warning!72. Even against the more violent protesters, the HKPF fired LL 
ammunitions without warning when protester only threw rubbish at them!73. This habit of firing at 
heads arbitrarily possibly led to the incident of 11 August, during which a female protester was hit by a 
bean bag round shot at her from a distance of 17 meters!74. The protester lost an eye.!75 On 29 
September, a HKPF riot police officer, when withdrawing, suddenly turned back and fired a rubber 
bullet without warning towards a group of reporters from a very close (around five meters) distance, 
hitting an eye of an Indonesian reporter. The Indonesian reporter lost her right eye. The police 
explained that there were “violent protesters” at the scene, but the claim was not supported by visual 
records available!76. Later on the same day, another protester’s eye was hit by a tear gas canister, but 
the HKPF refused to allow volunteer first aiders to help him!77. 


134.In a curious incident on 31 December, a group of riot police fired LL rounds of unspecified type 
towards a box; before that, the officers told the reporters that the box could be a bomb. So far, no 
actual bombs were found at conflict zones during the protests!78. 


135.According to the manufacturers of the LL ammunitions, many of the models used by the HKPF were 
not suitable for aiming at the head and vulnerable parts of the body. The Product Specification Sheet of 
CTS 12ga Model 2581 Super-Sock, the same type that hit the female protester’s eye, suggests that 
“shot placement rather than deployment range is the critical factor in determining the extent of injury 
caused. Shots to the head, neck, thorax, heart or spine can result in fatal or serious injury”!79. 
Tipperman, the producer of the pepperball gun used by the HKPE, also noted that operators of the 
weapon should “never aim or shoot at the head, face, eyes, ears, throat or spine. Impact in these areas 
could result in unintended severe or permanent injury or death”!8°, The producers of other LL 
ammunitions used by the HKPF also issued similar warnings.!8! 


136.The UN Peacekeeping PDT Standards published in 2015 suggest that the so-called LL weapons are still 
lethal in different circumstances!82; 


¢ As different parts of the body differ in vulnerability, and because people vary in weight and fitness, 
any weapon powerful enough to incapacitate may be capable of killing under certain circumstances. 
Thus “less-lethal force” does have some risk of causing death: in this context “less-lethal” means 
only “not intended to kill”. 


¢ Several groups maintain there is great room for improvement in non-lethal weapons and procedures 
for their use. Claims for the relative safety of such weapons are usually contingent on their being 
used “properly”. 
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137.The UN Peacekeeping PDT Standards also point out that LL ammunitions are “designed to minimise the 
risk of death or serious injuries when used as intended”. It also suggests that if improperly used, these 
ammunitions are lethal, thus they are named as “less than lethal” rather than “non-lethal”!83. The UN 
manual suggest the following guidelines for the use of different types of LL ammunitions: 


Ammunition Type Quotations from the UN Manual 

Rubber bullets, wax ... What is regarded as an acceptable risk of injury will of course depend 
bullets, plastic bullets, upon the circumstances. In dispersing a crowd which is disorderly and 
beanbag rounds, ring air perhaps causing only property damage, inflicting serious injury would be 
foil projectiles regarded as unacceptable. 

Sponge Grenade ...Using SKP at short distance may cause severe and irreversible injures. The 


shooting distance should be between 15 and 30 meters and never less than 
7-10 meters (according to the type of launcher), except in case of self- 
defence. When using SKP at long distance, the shooting will lose its 
efficiency and the aggressor will be able to run away. 


The aim of SKP use is to temporarily create incapacitating effects in order to 
allow police officers to proceed with the arrest of the aggressor(s). 


As defined in the arrest methods (see Lesson Plan on arrest methods), the 
target has to be clearly identified; the use of force has to be legal; the 
distance and the environment must be appreciated in order to avoid 
collateral damages. 


138.According to HKOI and the Washington Post, the HKPF has a guideline on the use of LL weapons. When 
using rubber bullets, officers should only aim at lower limbs of the target and are forbidden to fire 
within five meters!84. While it is difficult to measure the actual range of firing, the restriction on 
aiming at lower limbs is clearly not being followed in many cases, as illustrated above. When being 
asked whether it was reasonable to fire pepperball from the range of one meter at the back of 
protesters and passerby during an operation at Tai Koo Station, ACP Mak Chin-ho, ACP (Operations), 
claimed that the pepperball gun was a “non-lethal weapon” and he could not answer its “reasonable 
range”. As quoted above, the producer of the pepperball gun marked its weapon as LL and issued a 
warning about improper use. In fact, the Washington Post released a set of PTU training manual, which 
suggested that LL ammunitions should not be aimed at “the head, neck or throat” and that LL 
ammunitions should only be used at persons assaulting an officer!®>. 
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- Use of Tear Gas 


139.The use of tear gas by the HKPF created a potential public health hazard in Hong Kong. Up till 
December 2019, the HKPF fired more than 7,500 tear gas canisters!8®. In 2014, throughout the 
Occupy Movement that lasted for 89 days, the HKPF used 90 tear gas canisters. The tear gas used by 
the HKPF during the 2019-2020 Protests include the following types and models models (see 
Appendix IIT) !87. 


140.A general lack of forethought has been shown by the HKPF in the use of tear gas; the police has fired 
tear gas in the following manners: 
¢ Firing from opposing directions towards a large crowd, without giving a clear route for the crowd to 
disperse!88 
¢ Firing in commercial areas during business hours!89 
¢ Firing in crowded residential areas!9° 
¢ Firing near elderly homes!9! 
¢ Firing towards the journalists with no protesters nearby!% 
¢ Firing in enclosed environments!9%3 
¢ Firing large numbers in a short period of time in a small area 
¢ Firing randomly without crowds of protesters in effective range!% 
¢ Firing at vehicles without protesters around and without warning!9> 
¢ Firing towards rescue personnel and vehicles!9° 
¢ Firing at a closing lift with people inside!9” 
141.Compared to previous large-scale political movements/protests, the number of tear gas rounds fired 
by the HKPF increased dramatically. On 5 August 2019 alone, the HKPF fired more than 800 tear gas 


rounds in a single day!98. On 18-19 November, the HKPF fired more than 1,400 tear gas rounds at the 
Polytechnic University and the nearby area!99. Numerous schools in the area were affected2. 


142.HKPF tear gas rounds hit the protesters, journalists, first aid personnel, and passerby2°!, leading to at 
least ten cases of serious injuries (two life-threatening); there were also cases when tear gas rounds or 
tear gas entered residential areas20, apartments2, markets2°4, shops and food stalls2, public 
transport vehicles [with and without passengers] or station areas, shopping malls?°7, universities2°%, 
primary and secondary schools?°, kindergartens?!°, and elderly homes?!!. The HKPF also fired tear gas 
rounds with the goal of dispersing groups of vehicles on roads?!2. At least one residential flat and one 
newspaper stand were destroyed by fire after being hit by tear gas canisters2!3. 


143.The HKPF also showed poor firing discipline when using tear gas gun, such as pointing and aiming at 
the head2!4, firing without warning2!5, and firing at point-blank or lethal range [~10m]?!6. When 
Legislative Councilor Wu Chi Wai demanded to see the commander of the operation on 12 June, HKPF 
officers fired at least two tear gas rounds within five meters where Wu stood2!7. HKPF officers 
sometimes fired tear gas rounds from tall buildings (in one case, HKPF officers fired tear gas rounds 
from the 41st floor of a building, that is 176m from the ground). The HKPF was also found firing tear 
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gas from moving police vehicles#!9. HKPF officers also fired tear gas into near-empty areas with no 
clear purpose220, At one time, HKPF officers deliberately fired tear gas canister into a vehicle22!. There 
are also cases that canisters were accidentally shot into vehicles?22. 


144.Tear gas was also used in busy streets where there were no visible threats without warning2?3. In a 
curious operation, the HKPF fired tear gas rounds at a group of teenagers in a basketball field at 
Sheung Shui on 10 November 2019. The HKPF made one arrest in that operation after searching the 
bag of one of the gassed teenagers24. 


145.As early as in August, tear gas rounds with passed expiry date marked on them were found in protest 
sites225; this led to an allegation of the HKPF using expired tear gas rounds, a claim that was denied by 
the PPRB. From October, the HKPF used tear gas rounds produced in the PRC226. The PRC-made 
rounds used more explosives than their counterparts, making them more likely to set fire on flammable 
surfaces. It was suggested that the higher burning temperature also makes the PRC-made tear gas 
rounds release more Hydrogen Cyanide?2”. According to a study conducted by the protesters, Norinco 
canisters produced 50 ppm of Hydrogen Cyanide, while an expired Nonlethal Technologies canister 
produced 8.6 ppm of Hydrogen Cyanide228. While more laboratory tests are required to discern the 
differences between different models of tear gas rounds, there was a case of possible intoxication. On 
13 November, Chan Yu Hong, a journalist working for Stand News who covered the Protests from June, 
claimed that he was diagnosed with Chloracne, allegedly as the result of over-exposure to dioxins229. 


146.In November 2019, the HKPF launched a number of operations at the universities that involved the 
use of an unprecedented number of tear gas rounds. On 12 November alone, the HKPF fired more than 
1,500 tear gas rounds at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, in what appears to be an attempt to 
break into the campus. The police arrested five during the operation that lasted for more than 12 
hours. 60 were injured during the clash23°. At around 1930, before issuing warning, the HKPF fired 
tear gas rounds at the direction of the Vice-Chancellor of the CUHK when the later was negotiating 
with the protesting students23!. The spokesperson of the HKPF claimed that the officers were firing at 
“rioters behind the Vice-Chancellor”232. On the same day, the HKPF also fired tear gas rounds into the 
student hostels of the City University of Hong Kong?33. On 16 and 17 November, when the HKPF was 
trying to break into the campus of the Polytechnic University and clear the nearby roads, it again fired a 
large number of tear gas rounds234. A study conducted by the CUHK after the HKPF operation 
suggested that the soil and water of the campus was little affected by dioxins after the extensive use of 
tear gas on 12-13 November?35. However, a study commissioned by the Apple Daily found that residues 
of CS at the campus?36, 


Potential Health Hazard Created by the HKPF’s Way of Deploying Tear Gas 


147.According to an estimation done by the Economists in November 2019, 88% of the population in Hong 
Kong (estimated 6,504,960) has been exposed to tear gas and CS (2-chlorobenzalmalononitrile) 
residue from 12 June 2019, when it was first deployed23?. In more than one occasion, pupils and 
kindergarten students were exposed to tear gas*38. There were reports about children and the elderly 
suffering from skin ailments because of tear gas239. 
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148.As CBRN specialists such as Dan Kaszeta points out, many of the existing studies on the toxicity of 
CS are based on tests being done on Caucasian male adults, and its impact on other groups of people 
are little known?4°. The potential health hazard as the result of the extensive and seemingly 
unrestrained use of tear gas by the HKPF in the crowded urban space has led to increasing concern by 
the public. On 14 October, a research team led by Emily Chan Ying Yang published a correspondence 
on the Lancet about the public hazard posed by the way the HKPF used tear gas and the lack of 
decontamination effort on the part of the HKSAR government?*!. 


149.The HKSAR government first responded to this issue on 22 October, more than three months after the 
first use of tear gas, when Professor Sophia Chan Siu-chee, the Secretary for Food and Health, claimed 
that the effect of tear gas posed no long-term threat on the citizens’ health242. She also rejected Emily 
Chan Ying Yang and her team’s suggestion of investigating in the actual impact of tear gas in crowded 
areas243, Chan Ka Hung, Research Fellow at Oxford, suggests that current studies are insufficient to 
fully assess the impact of long-time exposure to CS residues244._ While FEHD personnel cleaned the 
streets after each conflict, it is not known whether the method adopted was sufficient to deal with the 
CS residues, especially those released after October. The FEHD personnel, usually old people working 
under contractors, were particularly vulnerable but least protected. On 11 November, Sophia Chan 
admitted that the government had no full knowledge of the composition of the tear gas used by the 
HKPF?45. The Health Department agreed on 9 November to draw up a guideline for the general public 
to handle tear gas exposure?‘6. 


150.0n 14 November, the HKPF finally responded to this issue when SSP Wong Wai Shun (SSP Ops 
Bureau) challenged the relationship between tear gas and Chan Yu Hong’s conditions without giving 
any supporting evidence?47. A day later, he even suggested that the dioxin released by burning rubbish 
by the protesters posed a bigger threat to the public248. Meanwhile, the press also started to notice the 
impact of tear gas on wildlife and vegetation, although the long-term impact has yet to be known249. 


151.There was at least one suspected leakage of tear gas that affected an entire district. On the late 
afternoon of 28 October 2019, numerous reports of unknown gas leakage were received by emergency 
services at Tuen Mun. As it was a working day, tens of thousands of citizens, including school children 
and the elderly, were affected. At least 11 were hospitalized, with the age from 4 to 70. As the 
unknown gas apparently came from the north of Tuen Mun, where the HKPF and PLA training facilities 
were located (separately), residents surrounded the Tuen Mun Police Station in the evening, 
demanding an explanation25°. The residents were met with more tear gas rounds fired at them, some 
even hitting residential blocks25!. Up till mid-January 2020, the HKSAR government has yet to provide 
an explanation on this incident?%2. 
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The HKPF’s Use of Tear Gas and International Standard 


152. HKPF spokesmen claimed that the use of tear gas by the force met with “international standard,” 
citing the French Yellow Vest Protests and the American Border Incidents in 2019 as comparable 
examples without explanations253. However, it would be very difficult for the HKPF to defend itself in 
the face of international standards. According to the Tactical Use of Gas Canisters section of the UN 
Peacekeeping PDT Standards for Formed Police Units, the use of tear gas should be considered “when foot 
manoeuvres have failed or are inefficient”*5+. The police must also refrain from releasing tear gas 
canister too close from the crowd, and “the presence of women and children must be considered before 
any launch”255, The UN manual also urged the users to consider the risk of using tear gas near 
“sensitive buildings” such as schools so that they would not be contaminated. The effect of gas on the 
people should also be assessed2°°. 


153.When launching tear gas, the UN manual required the law enforcement agents to always leave “a clear 
exit route...for the crowd to disperse”25’. The police was also expected to give a warning to the crowd 
for at least three times, using a loud speaker system so that it would be heard by everyone in the 
crowd. Time should also be given to the crowd to respond to the warning and leave the scene, unless 
the police unit finds itself in immediate danger258. The tactical intention of deploying tear gas is 
always to channel and disperse the crowd towards a single direction, following foot manoeuvre of the 
police (e.g. an advancing line)259. 


154.In many cases, the above international standards were not observed by the HKPE, and the failure to 
observe the basic standards led to life-threatening situations that could be avoided if a better trained 
and disciplined force was present. For example, during the mass gatherings on 12 June and 2 
November, the HKPF launched tear gas rounds from different directions without leaving a clear way for 
the crowd to disperse. In addition, as Anna Feigenbaum points out, the use of tear gas in enclosed 
spaces such as MTR stations by the HKPF may “lead to more severe health effects, as well as 
trampling, stampeding and other confined-space injuries”26°. She also highlights the so-called safe 
dosage of exposure to tear gas often uses adult male as standard, thus omitting the potential health 
hazards for children and the elderly2®!. 


155.As of January 2020, the issue of tear gas has received more media attention and it is expected that 
more scientific evidence will be available to allow a better understanding of the health hazard posed by 
tear gas and CS residues, especially from the tear gas rounds fired by the HKPF from October 2019. 
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- Use of Pepper Spray 


156.Throughout the Protests, HKPF officers were found pepper spraying at not only the protesters 
(including peaceful protesters)? but also at journalists, onlookers, passerby, medical personnel, and 
even at children and the elderly. On 12 June, an HKPF officer in white shirt (SSGT or IP rank or above) 
was filmed sneaking at the back of a group of reporters and pepper sprayed them from behind?®3. On 
the same day, HKPF officers also used pepper spray and pepper water dispensers to shoot at unarmed 
protesters2°4, journalists, or peaceful bystander resting after being tear gassed at point blank 
range2®®, Even subdued/arrested citizens were pepper sprayed in the face?67. 


157.The arbitrary use of peppery spray more or less became the norm throughout the Protests268. Even 
disabled peaceful protesters who had not provoked the HKPF were also pepper sprayed without 
warning*®9. HKPF officers were sometimes found pepper spraying at the arrested/subdued in point- 
blank range?”°. One particularly glaring case was reported by the New York Times on 23 September; one 
arrested protester told the reporter that HKPF officers pepper sprayed his wounds when he was 
subdued27!. During a peaceful rally in lunch time at Central, a SP pepper-sprayed and pushed a 
pregnant woman who criticized the behavior of the HKPF to the ground on a footbridge, in front of a 
large number of angry onlooker and protesters, none of them were armed. When the SP arrested the 
pregnant woman, he pepper-sprayed her again272. 


158.The HKPF also used pepper spray in the busy business districts and neighborhoods and without 
warning at bystanders and onlookers, even children and the elderly were hit273._ In most cases, the 
HKPF did not provide any medical assistance for the affected. Pepper spray were always used to point 
at people even though they were not engaging in any violent acts?”4. 


159.On 29 September, a riot police officer pepper sprayed without warning at Legislative Councilor Chu 
Hoi-tik, who was trying to negotiate with the HKPF representative275. At least one HKPF officer was 
seen laughing and chasing reporters with his pepper spray dispenser27®. Pepper spray was also used in 
confined space such as a lift2””7. These actions clearly violated all the safety regulations of the pepper 
spray producers as well as the international standards in the use of this equipment (discussed at the 
end of this section). 


160.On 26 December, the HKPF was found using “coloured pepper spray” of unknown composition2’8. 


161.The abovementioned uses of pepper spray likely violated the PGO, as it suggested that pepper spray 
should be used only when a person “involved or likely to become involved in violent” behavior279. 
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Use of Laser/Light Device 


162.Since August 2019, the HKPF has deployed high-powered torch lights in crowd control operations, 


facing peaceful protesters, hostile but non-violent protesters and bystanders, as well as the more 
violent activists. As the HKPF had not released their instructions on the use of such equipment, we 
have no idea whether the HKPF has established any guidelines regulating its use. However, the reports 
about HKPF officers’ apparent abuse of laser and high-powered lights shows a potential absence of any 
detailed guideline. 


163.The HKPF developed a habit of pointing high-powered torch lights or laser beams at the face of the 


people, including not only protesters but also Legislative Councilors who tried to negotiate with the 
police2®°, journalists28!, and bystanders or onlookers282. In some cases, such action could be seen as 
attempts to light up the face of a suspect engaging in violent acts (many were masked), but in many 
others the HKPF officers used the beam to block the camera of the journalists283, intimidate and shame 
individuals (often came with the use of provocative language)?®+, disrupt peaceful assemblies and 
demonstrations?®5, and even cause eye injuries?8°, 


164.While the HKPF had not disclosed the type of beams deployed, it was found in mid-November 2019 


that the HKPF was using Acebeam W30 Laser Device in its operations8’. According to its 
manufacturer, W30 is a Class 2M wide spectrum BLOS (Beyond-Line-Of-Sight) that “generates a high 
concentrated single output of 500 lumens beam”. Its manufacturer stated that it should not be used to 
aim at “person and aircraft and vehicles in operations”288. According to the British “Laser radiation: 
safety advice”, “repeated, deliberate exposure to the laser beam (of a Class 2M laser device) may not be 
safe”. It also suggests that “a person receiving an eye exposure from a Class 2 laser beam, either 
accidentally or as a result of someone else’s deliberate action (misuse) will be protected from injury by 
their own natural aversion response”289. 


165.During an operation at Yuen Long on 21 September 2019, HKPF officers were found kicking an 


arrested and subdued protester who was wearing a yellow vest (suggesting the person might be a first- 
aider or a member of Guarding the Children, a peaceful protest group that aimed at de-escalating the 
situation at the conflict zones). While the onlookers and journalists were trying to film what was 
happening, several police officer used their laser beams to point at the cameras, in an attempt to 
obstruct the filming. When being questioned about the incident, SSP Vasco Williams, Acting Senior 
Superintendent (Ops), NTNR, claimed during the press conference that the police officers in the 
footage were kicking a “yellow object,” and questioned the authenticity of the footage that was being 
circulated29°, Later, more footage on the same incident surfaced, but the officers involved were not 
identified?9!. 


166.The HKPF also installed powerful lights surrounding the police stations in densely populated areas, 


causing much disruption for the local population. The HKPF argued that the stations, protected by 
high walls and waterfilled barriers, were under threat and the lights could protect them2%2. 
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- Use of Sound Device 


167.In a number of cases, the HKPF used loudspeakers in ways that caused pain and discomfort. On 17 
November, during the siege of the PolyU, an HKPF officer used a loudspeaker to speak to Legislative 
Councilor Hui Chi Fung, who only stood at less than five meters from him, taunting him to “save his 
brothers [trapped inside the campus]”293. 


168.During the siege of the PolyU, the HKPF deployed one set of Long Range Acoustic Device at the entrance 
of the PolyU campus. On 17 November, it was reported that the HKPF turned on the device, and the 
nearby journalists reported feeling discomfort in the head and ear?94. The PPRB suggested that the device 
was only used to communicate with the protesters. According to the producer, LRAD Corporation, the 
Long Range Acoustic Device had an effective range of about 300 meters. The use of LRAD during a 
protest in New York has led to lawsuits against the NYPD, with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 2nd 
Circuit ruled that the use of LRAD could be considered excessive force2%. 


- Use of Water Cannon 


169.After the Occupy Movement, the HKPF obtained three water cannon truck (Specialised Crowd 
Management Vehicles, SCMV) for crowd control purpose. The chassis of the SCMVs were built by 
Mercedes-Benz and the water cannons were made by a French company. According to Secretary for 
Security John Lee, the PTU would be responsible for “staff training and arrangement” of the SCMVs and 
he suggested that the use of which would be in line with the Basic Principles29°. 


170.The HKPF first deployed SCMVs on 25 August at Tsuen Wan. The effectiveness of the vehicle was 
questioned, as it lacked power to disperse the protesters while making bad press and causing considerable 
damage in infrastructure and property, especially to the shops along the dense and narrow streets. 
Purportedly to enhance its effectiveness and facilitate identification of protesters, the HKPF added blue 
dye and some unspecified chemical in the water used by the SCMVs. From September, journalists and 
medical personnel who were fired at by the water cannon reported feeling pain in the eye, skin, and the 


respiratory system. One reporter was seriously wounded when his head hit the pavement after being 
knocked down29’. 


171.On 20 October, during a peaceful protest that celebrated the multi-cultural heritage of Hong Kong, the 
HKPF deployed SCMVs to fire at the crowd on Nathan Road and almost caused a stampede298. Dye water 
hit numerous peaceful protesters and non-protesters, including children. Multiple shops and built 
heritage were damaged29°. When an SCMV arrived at the front gate of the Kowloon Masjid, where 
Legislative Councilor Jeremy Tam Man Ho was standing with Mohan Chugani, the ex-Chairman of the 
India Association Hong Kong and a number of others (including several reporters who wore bright yellow 
vests), it fired the blue liquid at the group without warning. None of them in the group were dressed in 
black as other protesters did. The SCMVs were active throughout the day, and even fired at a flat on the 
second floor of a residential block3®°, The HKPF refused to release the chemical composition of the liquid 
used3°l, Thereafter, blue water was found dumped near the piers at Central and Causeway Bay. Brad 
Adams of the Human Rights Watch suggests that it is the first time he heard of such use of water cannon 
and that it can be considered as an indiscriminate use of force. Moreover, he urges the content of the 
compound to be tested39. 
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172.After that, SCMVs were still being used, although they became less effective as apparently only dye 
water was being used. However, they still caused damage in properties3°*. On 11 November, an HKPF 
officer at Mong Kok announced that the SCMVs will “indiscriminately” fire at citizens and “rioters”30. 
During clashes between 24 and 31 December, water cannon indiscriminately fired at the crowds, 
hitting shops and moving vehicles3°. 


173.The indiscriminate and excessive use of water cannon revealed that the HKPF failed to observe the 
Basic Principles, cited by John Lee as a justification for procuring the SCMVs in the first place. In fact, as 
a weapon that was almost impossible to pinpoint its target, the use of water cannon was almost 
certainly indiscriminate and it is surprising that when John Lee brought up the Basic Principles, no one 
opposed to it. 


- Use of Unlawful Equipment/ Unlawful Use of Equipment 


174.There were several cases of HKPF officers using unlawful weapons during the Protests. On 12 June, an 
HKPF officer threw a steel bar at a group of protesters?°7. On 28 July, a highly excited police officer 
pointed a modified baton towards the protesters and onlookers during an operation in Yuen Long MTR 
Station. The end of her baton was attached with three apparently plastic rings with studs, making it 
able to tear open skin and flesh when hitting people3°’. One HKPF riot police was seen throwing a 
rubbish bin down from a footbridge at the protesters on 1 October3®. An HKPF officer was seen 
hitting the head of an unarmed man with the canister of a pepper spray3!°. On 18 November, an HKPF 
officer was found using a brick to hit the head of a subdued protester?!!. 


175.These acts possibly violated various LOLE and IHRL, and as a law enforcement agency, the HKPF that 
did not prevent the occurrence or punish the officers involved also potentially contravened the 
principle of precaution (discussed below). 


ii. Potential violations of LOLE and IHRL 


176.The use of LL weapons by HKPF officers in the cases discussed above were potentially unlawful not 
only because local guidelines were violated. LL weapons were used in ways that would be considered as 
lethal, such as using batons and LL firearms to strike at the head. HKPF officers also used LL weapons 
against large groups of protesters who posed no threat to the officers, such as those who were 
gathering for a sit-in or dispersing. As in the case of the use of firearms, the HKPF often claim that the 
protesters were extremely violent, but it was actually the responsibility of the HKPF officers to single 
out violent protesters and end their actions while enable the peaceful protest to continue (Paragraph 9 
of the JRSR 2016 and Paragraphs 19 and 20 of the (Draft) GC No. 37 of the ICCPR). Moreover, even 
when the use of force was necessary, according to the Code of Conduct, the Basic Principles, the IHRSLE, 
Paragraphs 57-60 of the JRSR 2016, and Paragraphs 89-91 of the (Draft) GC No. 37 of the ICCPR, only 
minimum force necessary and in proportional to the offense may be used. 
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177.In many cases, HKPF officers used various LL weapons indiscriminately against journalists, medical 
personnel, and passerby, who posed no threat to the HKPF officers, other persons, or properties. Even 
children and the elderly people were affected during these arbitrary and indiscriminate use of LL 
weapons. The actions chronicled above potentially contravened the principles of legality, necessity, and 
proportionality of LOLE and thus potentially violated various international standards, such as but not 
limited to Articles 6, 7 of the ICCPR; Articles 3, 5 of the Code of Conduct; Principles 4, 5, 12-14 of the 
Basic Principles; “The use of force,” “Permissible circumstances for the use of firearms,” “Procedures for 
the use of firearms” of the IHRSLE; Paragraphs 57-63 of the JRSR 2016; and Paragraphs 89-91 of the 
(Draft) GC No. 37 of the ICCPR. The use of tear gas, water cannon, and sound cannon were in many 
cases arbitrary, disproportionate, indiscriminate, and excessive, and contravened Articles 6, 7 of the 
ICCPR; Articles 3, 5 of the Code of Conduct; Principles 4, 5, 12-14 of the Basic Principles; “The use of 
force” of the IHRSLE; Paragraphs 57-63 of the JRSR 2016; and Paragraphs 89-91 of the (Draft) GC No. 
37 of the ICCPR. Even pointing LL weapons towards peaceful protesters and bystanders who posed no 
physical threat to the HKPF officers could be seen as excessive and disproportionate, as suggested by 
Paragraph 38 of the JRSR 2016. 


178.In most cases, the HKPF did not provide (or allow) immediate medical assistance to those attacked by 
HKPF officers with LL weapons. This was a violation of Article 6 of the Code of Conduct and Principles 
5(c) of the Basic Principles. 


179.In the case that the HKPF officer used modified baton in action, the officer concerned violated the 
principles of legality and necessity, and the modification was an excessive use of force (Articles 6, 7 of 
the ICCPR; Articles 3, 5 of the Code of Conduct; Principles 4, 5, 12-14 of the Basic Principles; Paragraphs 
50-55 of the JRSR 2016). The HKPF that failed to prevent and investigate the incident, as well as 
punish the officer(s) in question violated the principle of precaution (Paragraph 4 and 5 of the UNHRC 
Resolution 31/37; Paragraphs 50-55 of the JRSR 2016; and 100-101 of the GC No. 37 of the ICCPR). 


180.Individual HKPF officers involved in the use of LL weapons should be investigated for possible 
violations of international law and standards (Principles 22-24 of the Basic Principles; Section J of the 
JRSR 2016, Paragraphs 100-101 of the [Draft] GC No. 37 of the ICCPR) as well as local laws. As in the 
case of firearms, the HKPF should change the PGO according to the international human rights 
standards, and punish and persecute the HKPF officers who failed to follow the PGO; those who were 
responsible for failing to update the guidelines to keep up with the international standards or even 
changing them to encourage the use of LL weapons against protesters should also be held accountable. 
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181.From the above, the HKPF’s use of LL weapons possibly contravened the following LOLE and IHRL: 


International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
¢ Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 


¢ Article 19 (restriction of the freedom of expression by displaying and using firearms during 
assemblies) 


¢ Article 21 (restrictions on peaceful assemblies by displaying and using firearms during 
assemblies) 


¢ Article 25 (restriction of the right of political participation by displaying and using firearms 
during assemblies) 


Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 

e Articles 2, 3,5 

Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 
* Principles 3, 4,5, 7, 8,9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18-20 

¢ Principles 22-26 (for reviewing the use of firearms) 

International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 

* General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 

¢ Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraph 7 

¢ The use of force; Paragraphs 1-11 

¢ Permissible circumstances for the use of firearms 

¢ Procedures for the use of firearms 

¢ After the use of firearms; Paragraph 1-4 

¢ Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 5-12 

¢ States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 

¢ Protection of Juveniles; Paragraphs 1-3 

¢ The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-4 

¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3-4, 6-11, 13 

Resolution 25/38 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 11 April 2014 


* Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the 
Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 

¢ Recalling that isolated acts of violence committed by others in the course of a protest do not 
deprive peaceful individuals of their rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and 
of association, 

* Recalling also the importance of adequate training for officials exercising law enforcement 
duties assigned to deal with public protests, and of refraining, to the extent feasible, from 
assigning military personnel to perform such duties, 


¢ Also Paragraphs 2, 3, 6, 7, 8,9, 10, 12, 13, 15 


Page 67 of 212 


Resolution 31/37 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 24 March 2016 
¢ Paragraphs 2, 3, 4,5 


¢ The HKPF as an organization possibly contravened Paragraph 4 and 5, as it allegedly loosened 
the regulations of firearms usage. 


Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 

¢ Paragraphs 9, 16 (use of LL weapons against disabled and ethnic groups), 50-63 
General Comment No. 36 on Article 6 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 
¢ Paragraphs 12-14 

General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 
¢ Paragraphs 89, 91, 96-99 

¢ Paragraph 97 (on tear gas) 

¢ Paragraph 97 (on water cannon) 


¢ Paragraph 98 (on firearms, including LL firearms) 
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Categorieslof Police Brutality 


of Power 


E. Use of Vehicle 


182.HKPF officers were seen recklessly using HKPF vehicles against the protesters. On 7 October, an 
HKPF vehicle rushed into a crowd, hitting no one?!2. On 2 November, a Toyota Coaster single-decker 
minibus owned by the HKPF (allegedly by the Raptor Unit) rushed towards a group of withdrawing 
protesters near Mong Kok3!3._ On the morning of 11 November, during an operation to disperse the 
protesters who blocked the road at Kwai Fong, an HKPF traffic police officer attempted to use a 
motorbike to hit the protesters, who fought back with sticks and bricks. The PPRB claimed that the 
officer in question had been suspended for his action. On 1 December, however, CP Chris Tang Ping 
Keung claimed that as no one stepped up and made a formal complaint, the officer returned to duty3!4. 


183.At around 0045 of 19 November, when the HKPF was chasing down a large group of protesters along 
Nathan Road, several PTU Toyota Coaster single-decker minibuses charged towards the protesters in 
high speed, and only stopped in the last seconds before hitting the crowd3!5. Raptor officers then 
disembarked and gave chase. When being questioned about the legality of such action during a press 
conference, SSP Wong Wai Shun (SSP Ops Bureau), claimed that “vehicles moving in high speed 
(charging towards the crowd) are not necessarily dangerous”3!6, 

184.At least on one occasion, a man was hit when he tried to stop an HKPF vehicle. When he was hit, the 
man was not wearing any protective gear (usual equipment of a protester) and posed no threat to the 
vehicle.?!7. 


185.The HKPF officers who misused their vehicles in the abovementioned examples used excessive and 
indiscriminate force and thus potentially contravened the following LOLE and IHRL: 


* Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 
° Articles 3,5 
¢ Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


* Principles 4, 5, 7, 8, 12, 13, 18, 20 
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International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 

* General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 

¢ Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraph 7 

¢ The use of force; Paragraphs 1-11 

¢ Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 5-12 

¢ States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 

¢ Protection of Juveniles; Paragraphs 1-3 

¢ The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-4 

¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 8, 10, 13, 15 

Resolution 25/38 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 11 April 2014 


* Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the 
Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


¢ Also Paragraphs 10, 11, 12 


¢ The HKPF as an organization possibly violated Paragraph 14, as it did not provide adequate LL 
weapons for traffic police 


Resolution 31/37 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 24 March 2016 

¢ Paragraph 5 (on providing proper training for officials exercising law enforcement duties) 
Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 

¢ Paragraphs 9, 50-59, 61, 62 (for operations that aim at clearing roads) 

General Comment No. 36 on Article 6 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 

¢ Paragraphs 12-14 

General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 

¢ Paragraphs 89, 91, 96-97 
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Categories of Police Brutality 


and Abuse of Power 


F. Display of Identity and Insignia 


F. Display of Identity and Insignia 


186.One constant cause of friction between HKPF officers and the protesters (as well as the general public) 
is the unwillingness of HKPF officers to show their identifications when the were on duty. During the 
Occupy Movement, numerous HKPF officers were subjected to doxing and were held responsible for 
their criminal actions during operations. This became a pretext for the officers to hide their 
identifications against existing regulations and international law. 


187.0n 12 June 2019, there were already reports about HKPF officers hiding their police unique 
identification (‘UI’) number, identification cards, or other forms of individual identifications3!8. When 
being asked whether they were police officers by the protesters, journalists, and citizens, many HKPF 
officers choose to ignore the question, shouted profanities, or even threatened to make arrests (under 
the charge of obstruction of police work), even if they were being questioned by Legislative 
Councilors3!9._ One even announced that it was “unnecessary” for HKPF officers to show their UI 
when they were on duty (which went against the PGO)32°. Raptor officers were always found 
operating without showing their UI. When being asked for ways to make complaints against the HKPF 
officers who had not shown their UI, SSP Kong Wing Cheung of the PPRB only vaguely suggested the 
HKPF would “try their best to locate the officer in question”32!. In a press conference on 6 December 
2019, SSP Wong Wai Shun of the Ops Bureau of HKPF dismissed the request for the presentation of 
warrant cards by the public as an “unreasonable” act that “challenges the authority [of a police 
officer]”322. 


188.Soon after the 12 June Incident, HKPF officers were also found wearing face masks and adding non- 
transparent visors to their helmets. The HKPF explained that these measures prevented the officers 
from doxing and from being hurt by laser devices. When being questioned by the Legislative Council 
about Raptor officers not showing their UI, John Lee Ka Chiu, the Secretary for Security, claimed that 
there is not enough space on the Raptor uniform to display their identification numbers. He even 
claimed that the HKPF officers who chose to show their UI were “giving up their privileges”323. 
Although he announced that the HKPF would introduce a new system of UI showing the identity of 
individual officers, this was not thoroughly followed and some HKPF officer even claimed that it was 
“not mandatory”324. Sometimes, several HKPF officers were found using the same UI.325 


189.The refusal of numerous frontline HKPF officers to show their identification numbers intensified the 
confrontation between the protesters and HKPF officers. It also led to much public disgust towards the 
HKPF and in many cases, led to conflicts between HKPF officers and the onlookers that led to violent 
results. HKPF officers were found deliberately showing unrelated items instead of their UI on the 
uniform, to provoke the protesters and onlookers.326 Later, HKPF officers started to display custom- 
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-made patches that contained pro-HKPF graphics or slogans on their uniform without showing their 


identification cards as John Lee promised327. This suggested the widespread insubordination among 
frontline HKPF officers against the orders from the civilian authority. 


190.By refusing to show their UI, HKPF officers and the HKPF as a law enforcement agency possibly 
contravened the following LOLE and JHRL: 


International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 


¢ Article 19 (2) (restrictions on the freedom of the public to know about the legal and 
administrative framework within which they participate in assemblies and enables them to hold 
public officials accountable) 328 


Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 

e Articles 1, 8 

International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 

¢ Police Violations of Human Rights; Paragraphs 2, 7, 9 

Resolution 25/38 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 11 April 2014 


* Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the 
Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


¢ Also Paragraphs 5, 13, 18, 19 


¢ The HKPF as an organization possibly violated Paragraph 13, as it did not ensure the UI of its 
officers to be seen. 


Resolution 31/37 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 24 March 2016 
¢ Paragraph 5 (on providing proper training for officials exercising law enforcement duties) 
Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 


¢ Paragraph 65: A clear and transparent command structure must be established to minimize the 
risk of violence or the use of force, and to ensure responsibility for unlawful acts or omissions 
by officers. Proper record keeping of decisions made by command officers at all levels is also 
required. Law enforcement officials must be clearly and individually identifiable, for example by 
displaying a nameplate or number. In addition, there should be a clear system of record keeping 
or register of the equipment provided to individual officers in an operation, including vehicles, 
firearms and ammunition. 


General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 


¢ Paragraph 100: The State is responsible under international law for the actions and omissions of 
its law enforcement agencies and should promote a culture of accountability for law 
enforcement officials during assemblies. To enhance effective accountability, uniformed law 
enforcement officers should always display a form of identification during assemblies. 
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G. Gender and Sex-related Misconducts 
1. Description 


191.Throughout the Protests, there were a number of accusations (and one formal case) against HKPF 
officers for committing sex-related crimes, including sexual violence and rape. On 27 September, a 
masked man who claimed to be arrested on 11 August stated (through the organizer of the event) 
during a rally that he was sexually assaulted by HKPF officers when he was detained at San Uk Ling3?9. 
On 11 October, a CUHK student claimed that she suffered from sexual harassment by HKPF officers 
during detention, and she knew that she was not the only case33°. Two weeks later, an unnamed and 
masked man who claimed to be an arrested protester also told the press in Taiwan that he knew about 
the torture and sexual assault cases; one case involved a teenage girl being raped by HKPF officers. The 
HKPF immediately denied the allegation33!. Then, on 9 November, the HKPF admitted that it was 
investigating an alleged rape case took place at a police station?32, While the case was being 
investigated by the HKPE, the head of the PPRB, CSP Tse Chun Chung, told the media that the victim 
“had a mental problem”. CP Chris Tang suggested on 16 January 2020 that the HKPF now 
investigating the case as a “deliberate misinformation”. The legal representative then issued a 
statement to rebuke Tang333. On 12 November, the KBS channel of Korea released an interview with a 
man who claimed himself an HKPF officer. During the interview, he claimed that there were at least 


two confirmed cases of rape against female protesters committed by HKPF officers33+. 


192.Female protesters were particularly vulnerable during the 2019 Protests, as the HKPF officers had a 
tendency to target female protesters, journalists, medical personnel, and even onlookers. Even in front 
of cameras, HKPF officers hurled sex and gender related abuses and threats at female at the scene. 
One common insult at female protesters (or anyone who deemed to be one) was the accusation that 
they were prostitutes for the male protesters336. Pro-government social media circulated a story about 
a young girl who was brainwashed and then made pregnant by male protesters. Fanny Law Fan Chiu- 
fun, a female member of the Executive Council, mentioned such a story during a radio show. When 
pressed for more detail as it was a crime for anyone who had sexual intercourse with 16 years old 
under, she backtracked and claimed that she was quoting her (unspecified) friend who heard it from 


someone else?37, 
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193.Male HKPF officers (usually masked) were seen searching young women on the streets, and their 


method of searching was questionable to say the least, such as touching the body of the young women 
and fiddling their hair338. Male HKPF officers touched the breast of non-violent female protesters when 
using force to disperse or arrest339. In more than one occasion, male HKPF officers pulled off or tore 
apart the attire of female protesters, and in at least one occasion a male officer removed the entire 
dress of a female protester (the fact that she wore a dress suggested that she was by no means a violent 
protester)340. Male HKPF officers were also seen intimidating, slapping, and beating up female 
protesters or passerby with hand, baton, shield, and other weapons, and even sitting and stepping on 
them when making arrests, including against elderly women3*!. During detention, there were at least 
three complains about arrested female protesters being subjected to naked search (performed by female 
HKPF officers)342._ Iron chain was being used to restrain an arrested young female protester in a 
hospital343,_ Male HKPF officers also stayed in a maternity ward to guard a pregnant woman who was 
randomly arrested on the street. The PPRB first denied this and proclaimed “the wise does not buy 
rumors”; it then backtracked after more evidence surfaced344. Male HKPF personnel also entered a 
female toilet to arrest non-violent protesters?45. A pregnant woman was made to kneel for hours and 
was not sent to hospital four hours after being arrested for posting posters in a pedestrian tunnel3+°. 


194.0n 9 December, the Association Concerning Sexual Violence Against Women released a report, 


i. 


showing that they have received at least 67 complaints of sexual violence during the Protests, of which 
58 victims were female. Among the cases, 32 were related to HKPF personnel and 28 to the pro-PRC 
protesters347, 


Potential violations of LOLE and IHRL 


195.HKPF officers who used excessive force to arrest female protesters, journalists, medical personnel, and 


onlookers contravened various LOLE and IHRL illustrated above (see “Use of LL Weapon” Section). 


196.Individual HKPF officers that harassed and used humiliating ways to detain and arrest female 


protesters violated the dignity of women concerned and thus potentially violated Articles 2 and 26 of 
the ICCPR. They also potentially contravened Articles 1-3 (1 because sex discrimination is an offense 
in HKSAR), 5 of the Code of Conduct; the “General principles,” “Ethical and legal conduct,” and “The 
human rights of women” sections of the IHRSLE; Paragraph 6 of the UNHRC Resolution 25/38; 
Paragraph 16 of the JRSR 2016; and Paragraph 28 of the GC No. 37 of the ICCPR. 


197.The HKPF as a law enforcement agency that failed to prevent these incidents and punish the offenders 


potentially contravened the principle of precaution (Principles 18 and 20 of the Basic Principles; 
Paragraph 13 of the UNHRC Resolution 25/38; Paragraph 5 of UNHRC Resolution 31/37; Paragraphs 
38, 42, 52, 55 of the JRSR 2016) and thus potentially violated Article 2 and 21 of the ICCPR. 
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198.Relevant LOLE and IHRL are as follows: 


International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 


Article 2 (on discrimination on gender and sexual orientation) 
Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 

Article 21 (restrictions on peaceful assemblies) 

Article 25 (restriction of the right of political participation) 


Article 26 (discrimination in policing) 


Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 


Article 1 Article 2 (on insults and humiliating ways of policing) 
Article 3 (on force used against female protesters) 


Article 5 (on sex and gender specific insults, provocations, as well as discriminatory ways of 
policing) 


Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


Principles 4, 5 (on force used against peaceful female protesters) 


International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 


General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 
Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1-3, 5, 7 
The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-11 


Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 13 


Resolution 25/38 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 11 April 2014 


Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the 
Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


Recalling that isolated acts of violence committed by others in the course of a protest do not 
deprive peaceful individuals of their rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and 
of association, 


Stressing therefore that everyone must be able to express their grievances or aspirations in a 
peaceful manner, including through public protests, without fear of reprisals or of being 
intimidated, harassed, injured, sexually assaulted, beaten, arbitrarily arrested and detained, 
tortured, killed or subjected to enforced disappearance, 


Recalling also the importance of adequate training for officials exercising law enforcement 
duties assigned to deal with public protests, and of refraining, to the extent feasible, from 
assigning military personnel to perform such duties, 


Paragraphs 6: Urges States to pay particular attention to the safety and protection of women 
and women human rights defenders from acts of intimidation and harassment, as well as 
gender-based violence, including sexual assault, in the context of peaceful protests; 
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Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 
* Paragraphs 9, 42, 44, 50-63 


Particularly Paragraph 16: 


* General Comment No. 36 on Article 6 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 


Paragraph 28 (States and its agents’ responsibility to prevent discrimination) 
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H. Violations of Religious Freedom 


H. Violations of Religious Freedom 


i, 


Description 


199.According to the New York Times, Hong Kong is the home of 850,000 Christians and 1,500 churches. 


The Christian churches and other religious groups are responsible for running a large number of 
schools in Hong Kong, including the more historical and prestigious ones348. Christians as well as 
Muslims of different schools and denominations played a role in the Protests as a force of restraint and 
consolation, as well as symbols of the cultural and ethnic diversity of Hong Kong. Throughout the 
Protests, however, HKPF officers were hostile towards religious groups and institutions, especially 
those insisted on playing a humanitarian role at the front line. On 12 June, one HKPF officer taunted a 
Christian pastor, demanding him to “ask your Jesus to come down and meet me!” when the pastor was 
asking if it was possible to give prior warning to the protesters before the forceful dispersal349. During 
a confrontation on 20 October, the Kowloon Masjid was damaged by the water cannon of a SCMV (see 
“Use of LL Weapons” Sections). 


200.During the early stage of the Protests, many churches opened their doors to allow the protesters to 


rest inside, and they often became sanctuaries. On 11 November, a group of HKPF riot police rushed 
into the Holy Cross Church (a Catholic Church) at Sai Wan Ho after a group of unarmed men and 
women who had no protective gear except for a surgical mask. The riot police beat them with batons 
and forced them to kneel down inside the church. Then, one HKPF officer put a hammer inside the bag 
of one of the subdued citizens. The scene was captured by the CCTV of the Church. The HKPF officers 
involved in this incident used disproportionate and excessive force to make arrests, as none of the 
arrested were armed or trying to resist. At least one officer was suspicious of planting evidence. The 
officers involved potentially violated international law and standards concerning the use of force and 
police conduct, and also violated the religious freedom of the citizens in Hong Kong, which was 
guaranteed by not only the Basic Law but also the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 


Page 77 of 212 


Categories of Police’ Br tality 


and Abuse of Power 


I. Targeting Media 


I. Targeting Media 
1. Description 


201.From the beginning of the Protests, some HKPF officers has been hostile to the local and international 
media. On 10 June, HKPF officers were recorded calling the reporters “rubbish” and tried to disperse 
them near the Legislative Council35°. Journalists were subjected to verbal and physical abuses and 
random searches; even reporters from foreign and pro-government media outlets faced similar 
treatment>!, Later, as HKPF officers often blamed the media for the collapse of their image, they 


9 6 


openly called the journalists “black reporters (hak gei),” “fake reporters,” “cockroaches,” and threw 
other insults at them or even damaged their equipment*52. HKPF officers often demanded the reporters 
not to take pictures and videos of them (their misconducts) but the “rioters”353. Sometimes, reporters 
were also being accused of commanding the protesters, with no proof whatsoever35+. HKPF officers 
also accused the reporters’ work for accusing them of “obstructing police work” or demanded reporters 


to tell them “which law allows the reporters to take pictures [conflict scenes]”355. 


202.HKPF officers repeatedly pointed LL weapons at the direction of the reporters, and even threatened or 
assaulted reporters with laser, baton, shield, pepper spray, pepperball gun, and later even tear gas, 
water cannon, and pepper water dispenser?5®. As early as in July, there were already reports about 
HKPF officers firing LL ammunitions at journalists, inflicting serious injury to an Indonesian reporter 
(see “Use of Less Lethal Weapons” Section)357. Journalists were also hit by tear gas rounds on 
numerous occasions. On 26 August, the JPOA issued a statement condemning the media for 
“obstructing the work of the HKPF”358. After the HKSAR government introduced the Anti-mask Law, 
HKPF officers often forcibly removed the gas mask of the reporters>99. 


203.In October and November, the HKPF adopted an even more aggressive attitude towards the 
journalists. On 1 October, one reporter was arrested when he was trying to record video at the conflict 
zone369, On 13 October, a NowTV driver was hit by a bean bag round when trying to reach his vehicle 
and was then arrested. When the NowTV reporters tried to tell the HKPF officers that he was one of 
them, they were threatened with pepper spray. He was then beaten up in the police station until his 
identity was found. He was seriously wounded in the face?6!. On 27 October, an HKPF officer 
demanded a free-lance journalist to produce her identification. While she complied, she asked the 
HKPF officers around her to show their identifications. The request was refused, and she was arrested 
and detained3®2, Another reporter from Stand News suffered from a similar ordeal on 3 November and 
was detained for 21 hours?63. The ID of a reporter from Stand News was shown in live camera by an 


HKPF officer who stopped and searched him, in an attempt to publicly shame him3*, 


Page 78 of 212 


204.HKPF officers was also increasingly hostile to foreign correspondents. Enno Lenze, a German reporter, 
claimed that he was told by the HKPF that he “had to leave Hong Kong” and stop reporting. He 
suggested that “I worked at the ISIS-Frontlines but I’m more afraid of the HK police, since they are 
unpredictable”3®5. On 10 December, Vadym Voityk, a Ukrainian reporter, was refused entry into Hong 
Kong for an unspecified reason36°, A NBC reporter was assaulted by a group of HKPF supporters on 15 
December during a pro-HKPF rally; HKPF officers only asked her to leave the scene but did not 
attempt to arrest the perpetrators’. HKPF officers were found ordering “no English” to English 
speaking reporters?68, 


205.During the siege of the PolyU, HKPF officers searched the bags of the journalists operating in and near 
the campus and hurled the usual profanities at the journalists unprovoked. 


206.Student reporters, who are also members of the Hong Kong Journalists Association, were subjected to 
recurring harassment by HKPF officers, who insisted that they were not reporters and even accused 
them of collaborating with the more violent protesters or were even one of them369. On 17 November, 
many of these reporters were forced to kneel down and were detained with hands tied for six hours 
near the campus of the PolyU37°. 


ii. Potential violations of LOLE and IHRL 


207.By disrupting the work of the journalists and restricting their movement, individual HKPF officers and 
the HKPF potentially contravened Articles 8 and 18 of the UNHRC Resolution 25/38; Paragraphs 
68-71 of the JRSR 2016; Paragraph 23 of the GC No. 36 of the ICCPR; and Paragraph 34 of the (Draft) 
GC No. 37 of the ICCPR. 


208.By attacking reporters, individual HKPF officers and the HKPF that had not punished these officers 
contravened the principles of necessity, proportionality, and legality, as well as failed to ensure the 
safety of the journalists and media workers. 


209. Indiscriminate and excessive force was used against reporters who clearly posed no physical threat to 
the HKPF officers. Such action potentially violated various clauses of LOLE and IHRL covered above 
(see “Use of LL Weapons” Section). 


210.For failing to prevent its officers to harass and attack the reporters, the HKPF potentially violated 
principle pf precaution (Articles 18 and 20 of the Basic Principle) as it failed to give attention to the 
moral and psychological qualities of its officers and failed to provide adequate training. 


* Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 

¢ Article 2, 3,5 (for arresting and using force against journalists) 
¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

¢ Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 

e Article 12 (restriction in movement) 

¢ Article 19 (restriction of the freedom of expression) 


¢ Article 26 (discrimination in policing) 
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Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


e Principles 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14 (for using force and firearms against journalists) 18, 20 (for 
insulting/harassing journalists) 


e Principles 22-26 (for reviewing the use of firearms) 

International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 

¢ General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 

e Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1, 5, 7 

¢ Policing in Democracies; Paragraphs 1, 2, 6, 7 

¢ Non-Discrimination in Law Enforcement; Paragraphs 1-6 

° Police Investigations; Paragraphs 2, 5, 6 

e Arrest; Paragraphs 1, 2 

e Detention; Paragraph 2 

e The use of force; Paragraphs 1-11 

e Permissible circumstances for the use of firearms 

e Procedures for the use of firearms 

e After the use of firearms; Paragraph 1 

e Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 1-14 

e States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 

e¢ The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-3 

¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 13 

¢ Community Policing; Paragraph 1 

Resolution 21/12 of 27 September 2012, On the Safety of Journalists 

General Comment No. 34 on Article 19 of the ICCPR 
Paragraph 45 

Resolution 25/38 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 11 April 2014 


e Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the Use of Force 
and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


e Also Paragraphs 2, 3, 9, 10, 12, 13, 15 (for using LL weapons against journalists) 
¢ In particular Paragraphs 8, 18 

Resolution 31/37 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 24 March 2016 
e Paragraphs 3, 5 (for using LL weapons against journalists) 

Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 

e Paragraphs 9, 50-59, (for using LL weapons against journalists) 

¢ Paragraphs 68-71 

General Comment No. 36 on Article 6 of the ICCPR 

e Paragraphs 12-14 (on use of force against journalists) 

e Paragraph 23 

General comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR 

e Paragraph 34 
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J. Targeting Human Rights Watchers 
1. Description 


211.The HKPF has shown little respect for human rights watchers who were at the scene of protests. As 
early as on 12 June, HKPF officers insulted human rights watchers with derogatory and discriminatory 
language obstructed their work. On 27 July, an HKPF officer pulled the hair and violently assaulted a 
social worker during a protest at Yuen Long. The social worker was not armed and had no protective 
gears and was not attacking anyone. He was detained for 64 hours but was only charged for 
“obstructing a police officer in the execution of his duty,” a minor offense that did not warrant such use 
of force and long detention37!. Later, more social workers at the conflict zone were arrested; one was 


charged for rioting; others faced deliberately humiliating treatments such as facing walls to be 
searched372, 


212.When Legislative Councilors or District Councilors were at the scene of protest as human rights 
watcher and sometimes negotiated with the protesters and the police officers, the latter often subjected 
them to harassment or even assault and arbitrary arrest37>. During the International Human Rights 
Day march on 8 December that ended peacefully, Legislative Councilor Kwok Ka-ki, who was at the 
scene as a human rights watcher, was being shouted at by a masked riot police officer, saying “fxxk 
your mother, fake Legislative Councilor!”. The reason for accusing Kwok as a “fake” Legislative 
Councilor was unknown374. Au Nok Hin, a Legislative Councilor, was arrested for assaulting a police 
officer when an HKPF officer accused Au of hurting his ear with a loudspeaker375. A District Council 
candidate was tackled and arrested by a group of riot police for questioning the rationale for the 
removal of posters on a Lennon Wall by HKPF officers?76. Verbal insults were also hurled at District 
Councilors?7”. In fact, throughout the protest, only one Legislative Councilors or District Councilors 
was attacked by the protesters; the Pan-Democratic Leung Yiu Chung was pushed away when he tried 
to stop the protesters from breaking a glass wall of the Legislative Council building?78. 


213.HKPF officers also harassed citizens who were not protesters when they tried to record what was 
happening379. At least one officer threatened to kill a citizen who took a photo of their operations>®°. 
HKPF officers were also seen charging in full riot gear towards the people who took photos of them 
from a distance unprovoked38!. HKPF officers often insulted a group of peaceful protesters known as 
“Guarding the Children”, and its members were called cockroaches?82._ The chairman of the student 
union of the PolyU was beaten up when he arrived at the campus on 12 November to try to discern the 
situation?®83. One warden of a PolyU hostel was arrested for rioting because she stayed in the 
campus?*4, 
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214.On the morning of 18 November, Robert Godden of Rights Exposure, an international human rights 
organization, was arrested along with his colleague when they had put on their vests and 
identifications. They were charged by the HKPF for rioting near the campus of the PolyU. He suggested 
that he and his colleague were “subject to torrents of abuse, with an officer making racial and sexual 
slurs in Cantonese”. He also noted that he could hear “howls of pain” nearby when he was detained in 
a police station. They were released after being detained for 15 hours385. 


215.Apparently, HKPF officers also blamed the human rights watchers for the collapse of their image and 
saw them as “running dogs” of “foreign powers”. During the International Human Rights Day 
demonstration, an HKPF officer insulted the human rights watchers, and told them to “go back to the 
USA” and “run faster later [hinted they would suppress the rally]”.386 


ii. Potential violations of LOLE and IHRL 


216.HKPF used unnecessary and arbitrary force against human rights watchers who posed no threat to the 
HKPF officers. Such actions potentially contravened various LOLE and IHRL covered above (see “Use 
of LL Weapons” Section). By disrupting the work of the human rights watchers, individual HKPF 
officers and the HKPF potentially contravened Article 18 of the UNHRC Resolution 25/38, Paragraphs 
68-71 of the JRSR 2016, Paragraph 23 of the GC No. 36 of the ICCPR, and Paragraph 34 of the (Draft) 
GC No. 37 of the ICCPR. 


217.By arbitrarily arresting human rights watchers, the HKPF officers involved potentially violated Article 
12 of the ICCPR as movement of the human rights watchers was arbitrarily restricted. 


218.Individual HKPF officers who were involved in the abuses and the HKPF that failed to punish these 
offenders potentially contravened the following LOLE and IHRL: 


* Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 
¢ Articles 2, 3, 5 (for arresting and using force against human rights watchers) 
¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
¢ Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 
¢ Article 12 (restriction in movement) 
¢ Article 19 (restriction of the freedom of expression) 
¢ Article 26 (discrimination in policing) 
¢ Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


¢ Principles 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, (for using force and firearms against human rights 
watchers) 18, 20 (for insulting/harassing human rights watchers) 


¢ Principles 22-26 (for reviewing the use of firearms) 
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International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 

* General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 

¢ Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1, 5, 7 

¢ Policing in Democracies; Paragraphs 1, 2, 6, 7 

¢ Non-Discrimination in Law Enforcement; Paragraphs 1-6 

* Police Investigations; Paragraphs 2, 5, 6 

¢ Arrest; Paragraphs 1, 2 

¢ Detention; Paragraph 2 

¢ The use of force; Paragraphs 1-11 

¢ Permissible circumstances for the use of firearms 

¢ Procedures for the use of firearms 

¢ After the use of firearms; Paragraph 1 

¢ Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 1-14 

¢ States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 

¢ The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-3 

* Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 13 

* Community Policing; Paragraph 1 

Resolution 22/6 of 21 March 2013, on Protecting Human Rights Defenders 
Resolution 25/38 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 11 April 2014 


* Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the 
Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


* Recalling also the importance of adequate training for officials exercising law enforcement 
duties assigned to deal with public protests, and of refraining, to the extent feasible, from 
assigning military personnel to perform such duties, 


¢ Also Paragraphs 2, 3,9, 10, 12, 13, 15 (for using LL weapons against human rights watchers) 
¢ Also Paragraphs 8, 18 

Resolution 31/37 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 24 March 2016 

¢ Paragraph 3, 5 (for using LL weapons against human rights watchers) 

Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 

¢ Paragraphs 9, 50-59, (for using LL weapons against human rights watchers) 


¢ Paragraphs 68-71 
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* General Comment No. 36 on Article 6 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 


¢ Paragraphs 12-14 (on use of force against human rights watchers) 


¢ Paragraph 23 


* General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 
° Paragraph 34 
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K. Disruption of Rescue and Medical Works 
1. Description 


219.Throughout the Protests, the HKPF was found repeatedly disrupting rescue and medical services. HKPF 
officers were found not allowing ambulances to go through cordon lines?8’, stopping/blocking 
ambulances388, preventing rescue and medical personnel from reaching the wounded?89, and in some cases 
verbally harassing rescue and medical personnel, including those from the Fire Services Department and 
medical services39°, Some HKPF officers even pointed weapons at them39!. Volunteer first aiders were 
targeted, and they were sometimes arrested and being called “cockroaches”392._ One volunteer first aider 
had his arm broken by a Raptor officer when he was arrested (he did not resist)3%. 


220.HKPF officers also disrupted the running of hospitals by attempting to intervene in the registration 
process of the patients who were arrested; HKPF officers even attempted to obtain information 
concerning the patients already admitted394. HKPF riot police in full gear and weapons in hand were seen 
entering and stationing in hospitals, facing unarmed and wounded protesters, medical professionals, other 


patients, and their families?95. 


221.When the medical professionals started a signed petition criticizing the HKPF for disrupting rescue and 
medical works, the JPOA demanded them to “behave themselves,” and the HKPF withdrew police posts 
in the hospitals, on the pretext that HKPF officers faced “verbal insults” there?%. 


222.On 21 June, when thousands of protesters surrounded the Headquarters of the HKPE, the HKPF called an 
ambulance to carry “sick personnel” away. However, some of the “patients” were not sent to the hospital 
and disembarked as soon as the ambulance had left the scene. The HKPF was criticized for using the 
ambulance as a PR ploy to smear the protesters?9’. 


223.On 31 August, after a group of Raptor officers stormed an MTR train and a platform at Prince Edward 
Station, HKPF officers allegedly obstructed rescue work by refusing entry of volunteer first aiders and told 


the government rescue personnel that there were no wounded inside the station. 


224.During the siege of the PolyU in November, the HKPF also targeted medical volunteers. In the early 
morning of 18 November, over fifty medical volunteers, including medical doctors and first aiders, were 
arrested at and near the campus of the PolyU. Volunteer doctor Darren Mann noted that the HKPF 
rounded up the medical volunteers and made them sit in lines like prisoners of war, with hands tied by 
plastic cable ties398 (See Sample Case 9). He also noted that HKPF personnel attempted to enter operating 


theaters to guard the arrested patients3%. 
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225.On 17 November, HKPF officers fired tear gas near the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, forcing it to 
evacuate its patients, 


226.Another example of the HKPF’s disruption of rescue personnel that led to potentially lethal result 
took place on 18 November, when a group of 50+ protesters was being chased down a narrow street at 
Yau Ma Tei MTR Station and a stampede occurred (See “Tactics in Crowded Spaces” Section). 


227.From October on, friction between the HKPF and the Fire Services Department led to minor clashes 
between HKPF officers and the rescue personnel. On 15 November, HKPF officers fired tear gas into a 
group of firefighters who were trying to remove a roadblock near Mong Kok without warning and for 
no reason*°!. The same happened again on 17 November?°2. 


228.Fearing arbitrary arrest, many wounded protesters sought help from underground medical support*®3. 


ii. Potential violations of LOLE and IHRL 


229.HKPF officers who used unnecessary and arbitrary force against medical personnel (either volunteers 
or government personnel) potentially contravened various international human rights laws covered 
above (see “Use of LL Weapons” Section). HKPF officers who disrupted medical and rescue works 
during the protest possibly violated not only the PGO (27-02) but also contravened Article 6 of the 
Code of Conduct, Principle 5(c) of the Basic Principles, Paragraph 7 of the GC No. 36 of the ICCPR, and 
Paragraph 34 of the (Draft) GC No. 37 of the ICCPR. 


230.By arresting medical personnel and depriving others from receiving medical aid in the earliest 
opportunity, the HKPF potentially contravened Article 12 of the ICCPR, Article 6 of the Code of Conduct, 
Principle 5(c) of the Basic Principles, Paragraph 7 of the GC No. 36 of the ICCPR, and Paragraph 34 of 
the (Draft) GC No. 37 of the ICCPR. 


231.Relevant LOLE and IHRL are as follows: 

¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
¢ Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 
¢ Article 12 (restriction in movement) 

* Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 
° Article 6 

¢ Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 
¢ Principle 5 
¢ Particularly 5(c) 

¢ International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 
* General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 
¢ Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1, 5, 7 


* Police Investigations; Paragraphs 2, 5, 6 
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¢ Arrest; Paragraphs 1, 2 

¢ Detention; Paragraph 2 

¢ The use of force; Paragraphs 1-11 

¢ Permissible circumstances for the use of firearms 
¢ Procedures for the use of firearms 

¢ After the use of firearms; Paragraph 1 

¢ Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 16 

¢ States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 

¢ The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-3 

¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 13 
¢* Community Policing; Paragraph 1 

Resolution 25/38 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 11 April 2014 


* Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the 
Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


¢ Also Paragraphs 2, 3, 9, 10, 12, 13, 15 (for using LL weapons against volunteer first aiders) 
Resolution 31/37 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 24 March 2016 

¢ Paragraphs 3, 5 (for using LL weapons against volunteer first aiders) 

Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 

¢ Paragraphs 43-45 (for arresting volunteer medical personnel) 

¢ Paragraphs 50-60 (for using force against volunteer medical personnel) 

General Comment No. 36 on Article 6 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 
¢ Paragraphs 12-14 (on use of force against medical personnel) 

¢ Paragraphs 7 

General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 
° Paragraph 34 
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of Police Brutality 


and Abuse of Power 


L. Diseriminations'in Policing 


L. Discriminations in Policing 
1. Description 


232.Another major cause for the public hostility towards the HKPF throughout the movement was the stark 
contrast between the treatment of the people from different political camps or even age groups by HKPF 
officers. Although the PPRB insisted that the HKPF acted even-handedly to people from the two camps, 
there were cases when HKPF officers released their supporters (some of them were retired HKPF officers 
and the suspected Titushki) even though they were in possession of weapons or had just committed 
various violent acts against Legislative Councilors, peaceful protesters, bystanders, and journalists in 
front of the public and the HKPF officers#°4. On one occasion, HKPF officers refused to search for a 
suspect who randomly attacked the people near a Lennon Wall with a knife, and the residents found from 
CCTV footage that the suspect escaped after the police had left*°5. HKPF officers were also seen 
protecting mainland Chinese with overwhelming force*®, including those who displayed weapons in 
front of peaceful protesters4°7. In some of the “blue ribbon” attacks, the victims, if they were young, 
were often ignored or even charged by the HKPF instead408. On 6 October, a pro-CCP taxi ran into a 
crowd; two were seriously wounded, and the crowd attacked the driver in revenge for the wounded. The 
HKPF did not arrest the driver but those who beat him up*°9. HKPF supporters were allowed to wear 
masks in front of HKPF officers after the introduction of the Anti-mask Law*!9, One “blue ribbon” who 
displayed a knife during a peaceful protest was arrested only because he turned himself to the police*!!. 
Passerby attacked by HKPF supporters had to be protected by firefighters#!2. One restaurant was 
threatened by HKPF officers that someone would “clean up” their place; three days later, masked men 
and women vandalized the restaurant#}3. 


233.On the other hand, the HKPF adopted a very different attitude towards the protesters and their 
sympathizers. HKPF officers were particularly hostile towards the students and the young people, no 
matter they were supporters of the Protests or not. On the evening of 11 June, HKPF officers lined up a 
group of young people and made them face a wall in a busy MTR station during the off-work hours*!4. 
HKPF officers were found randomly searching and subduing younger-looking person on the street in 
hostile and insulting attitude+!5; some of the actions during the search was tantamount to sexual 
harassment (see “Gender and Sex-related Misconducts” Section)4!®. On these occasions, triad language 
was often used by HKPF officers#!”. Citizens wearing masks (a symbol of protest) were subjected to 
verbal insults and even physical assault even when they were not engaging in any violent actions or were 
not even participating in a protest#!8. An HKPF officer threatened to arrest two teenagers for wearing t- 


shirts with protest-related slogans printed on*!9. A man was forcibly pulled off from his luxurious sports 
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car and tackled by a group of riot police when he played the music “Glory to Hong Kong” in his car429. 
An elderly woman who kneeled down to beg the HKPF officers not to use excessive force was pushed 
to the ground by a masked HKPF officer who apparently was in a questionable mental state (he walked 
back and forth idly after pushing her to the ground)42!. When being questioned on this case, SSP Kong 
Wing-cheung of the PPRB said: “if people stand in front of us, trying to block our way during our 
dispersal operation, we have to give them a warning to leave and if they ignore our warning, we might 
have to take necessary action to push them away”422. 


234.Citizens (including women, teenagers, and the elderly) who only criticized the HKPF (sometimes 
when HKPF officers damaged their property) were beaten up, violently tackled on the ground, or even 
arrested for breaching the very vague Cap. 245 or more serious charges*2°. Ironically, one protester was 
surrounded and verbally insulted by a group of riot police only because he shouted the HKPF service 
pledge at them. A PPRB officer told the reporters who were covering this case to leave, claiming that he 
(the protester) was “only a cockroach”42+. On 4 October, when the HKSAR government introduced the 
Anti-mask Law, one HKPF officer was heard threatening to kill everyone who wore a mask when the 
law was in force*?5. 


235.Because of the intense animosity between the public and the HKPE and the inability of the HKPF to 
control its officers, unnecessary use of force against angry onlookers was common. HKPF officers often 
threw insults at not only the protesters but also residents and onlookers who expressed their disgust at 
the HKPF’s handling of the situation, especially the use of tear gas in densely populated residential 
estates. On 24 August, a Raptor officer was being criticized by angry residents; he retorted the crowd 
“how much tax do you pay?” and fired a tear gas round into the crowd (without protective gear) 
without warning*26. Another HKPF officer shouted at a public housing estate that the residents there 
“have no status [in Hong Kong society because they live in subsidized housing]”42’. Similar insults 
were also hurled in other less-wealthy districts#28. On 7 October, a CIP pulled his revolver when losing 
an argument with a group of angry onlookers. As the crowd became even more agitated, he put it 
back#29. This shows that even senior HKPF officers were unable to understand some basic principles of 
policing. 

236.In many smaller clashes in the neighborhoods during which numerous onlookers were present and 
joined the protesters, HKPF officers often demanded onlookers and passerby to line up or kneel down 
to be searched, in order to intimidate the people*3°. Passerby and onlookers were randomly assaulted 
and intimidated by HKPF officers, or even being shot at with LL ammunitions*!. Even senior officers 
committed such actions, but only more discreetly*32. On one occasion a plainclothes officer called the 
onlookers to “go to the United States”433. In another, a riot police officer accused a bus driver whose 
bus was trapped in the traffic as a “fake driver” who “illegally” carrying protesters, without specifying 
which law434. An HKPF officer accused the passerby “received HKD $7,000” to join the protest and 
proceeded to pepper spray them randomly*?». Several private property security guards were arrested or 
threatened to be arrested because they tried to stop HKPF officers entering private properties without a 
warrant*#36, A McDonalds manager was arrested for not allowing HKPF officers to enter his restaurant; 
the customers inside were then searched and intimidated*3’. All these actions above, blindly defended 
by the PPRB, were common and, to a large extent, led to a complete collapse of the HKPF’s image. 


Page 89 of 212 


237.The HKPF was particularly hostile to the students, possibly out of the conviction that the young and 
the students were the driving force behind the Protests. Arrested young people were intimidated, and 
social workers were forbidden to stay with them*38. When HKPF officers failed to find a charge against 
the underaged suspects, they applied for Protection Order from the court in order to prevent them 
from going home*9. On 6 August, Keith Fong, the chairman of the Student Union of the Hong Kong 
Baptist University, was arrested by a group of plainclothes detectives at Sham Shui Po. The detectives 
knocked Fong down and refused to reveal their identity until angry passerby and onlookers surrounded 
them after Fong yelled for assistance. The detectives claimed that Fong had weapons but could only 
found laser pens in his bag. Still, Fong was arrested, but agitated citizens and protesters surrounded 
the Sham Shui Po Police Station in the next two days44°. Fong was released on 8 August with no charge 
against him. 


238.In some cases, HKPF officers threatened the young people with long imprisonment. In one case, the 
HKPF officer who made such a threat was being praised by pro-government media in taking a “soft” 
approach, ignoring the fact that making threats and indirect insults are also potential breaches of LOLE 
and IHRL. The PPRB also shared this clip on the Facebook page of the HKPF*4!. Thereafter, HKPF 
officers who manned the loudspeakers started to taunt or hurl insults at protesters or even onlookers 
and bystanders, or to release their own emotion, instead of issuing warnings and communicate*42. The 
PPRB defended these actions by suggesting that the officers were merely “communicating with the 
protesters in different ways”443. 


239.From September, when the school resumed after the summer holiday, HKPF officers randomly 
searched uniformed students with no apparent reason on the streets and in MTR stations4#44. HKPF 
officers also beat uniformed students who attempted to engage in non-violent protest activities with 
batons outside their schools#45. On 12 November, the HKSAR government refused to suspend the 
schools despite the traffic disruptions and the widespread use of tear gas by the HKPF in different parts 
of the city. However, when uniformed students (many who were not related to the protests 
whatsoever) attempted to go to school, they were subjected to humiliating search by masked and fully 
armed riot police officers in MTR stations or at the gate of their schools. HKPF officers, in questionable 
mental state, called these students “rubbish” and demanded them to “focus on their study” (while they 
were trying to go to school)*46. When the HKSAR government resumed the schools in Hong Kong after a 
week of suspension, the same was repeated in many MTR stations. Vengeful riot police forced young 
people and uniformed students to line up in busy MTR station platforms and searched them in front of 
other commuters*47. The HKPF’s encouragement for its supporters that they should report all the 
“violent plots” of the young people sometimes backfired; on 19 December, groups of riot police 
appeared during a sports day of a secondary school, when someone called the police that a number of 
young man appeared near a stadium*48. 


240.The HKPF’s animosity towards the students was clearly shown during the sieges of the universities. 
As early as in October, HKPF officers tried to enter the campus in full riot gear, apparently to “shock 
and awe” the university students, who were seen as core members of the “braves”. Students were 
arrested just because they expressed their distaste in front of their dormitory*49. On 30 October, more 
than a hundred HKPF officers armed with shotguns and other firearms surrounded the campus of 
Hong Kong Design Institute, when the students demanded the management to explain what happened 
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during the last hours of one of its students whose naked body was found. HKPF officers were seen 
provoking the students*5°. Fully armed riot police often patrolled at the gates of the universities or 
even entered dormitory areas, provoking students and arresting them*>!. Such animosity had a curious 
social and class dimension; when the HKPF was using a sound device to broadcast near university 
campuses, the protesters were sometimes described as “useless” young men**2. 


241.The hatred of some of the HKPF officers towards the young people intensified after the failed sieges of 
the universities. On 21 December, half a dozen of HKPF officers, detained two very young girls who 
used a pencil to draw (easily removed) pictures in a community park at Yuen Long in a unnecessarily 
intimidating manner. The HKPF later suggested that the event was the result of a “misunderstanding” 
without offering any apologies and redress to the girls affected*53. 


242.The HKPF was also hostile to the physically disabled. Riot police were seen forcibly subduing an 
autistic man who had committed no violent acts#54. A man who suffered from moderate mental 
retardation was arrested and beaten up during detention*>. A blind female lawyer was accused for 
“seducing the public”’45®. She was pushed to the ground on 28 December, and HKPF officers said she 
was “barking”457. A disabled man was being shot at with laser beam, and insults shouted at him458. 
Patients who wore masks suffered from various verbal abuses*9. A group of HKPF officers mocked a 
wheelchair reporter in the public*®. 


243.Possibly because of the PRC propaganda, unlike the public, HKPF officers were hostile to foreigners, 
although they usually refrain from physically assaulting them**!. One of the German students who was 
arrested on 14 November recalled that he and his companion were intimidated and no dialog was 
possible between them and the excited riot police**2. Another Japanese exchange student was arrested 
and beaten up by riot police. He remembered seeing “many young protesters whose faces were covered 
with blood; many were underaged”*63. 


ii. Potential violations of LOLE and IHRL 


244.HKPF officers who allegedly adopted a discriminatory attitude, acted aggressively to non-violent protesters, 
onlookers, and passerby, and used unnecessary and excessive force against those who only challenged them 
verbally potentially violated various LOLE and IHRL, such as those related to the use of force (see “Use of 
Firearms” and “Use of Less Lethal Weapons” Sections). 


245.HKPF officers who arbitrarily arrested and attacked peaceful protesters and passerby not only potentially 
violated the principles of necessity and proportionality as well as the clauses of LOLE and IHRL that are 
related to the use of force, but also Articles 12, 17, 19, 21, 25, and 26 of the ICCPR; Articles 1 and 2 of the 
Code of Conduct, “Non-Discrimination in Law Enforcement,” “Arrest,” and “Civil Disorder” of the IHRSLE; 
Paragraphs 2-3, 5, 9, 17 of the UNHRC Resolution 25/38; Paragraphs 1-2, 5 of the UNHRC Resolution 
31/37; Paragraphs 7-8, 15-16, 41-45 (38 for officers displaying and pointing firearms and LL weapons to 
intimidate; 42 for officers escalating tension through intimidations and random insults; 44-45 for stop and 
search, arbitrary arrest, and detention), 68-71 (right of the onlookers), 76 (recording participants of peaceful 
assemblies) of the JRSR 2016; and Paragraphs 4-6, 8-10, 34, 36, 76, 85-86, 89-90, 93-99 of the (Draft) GC 
No. 37 of the ICCPR. 
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246.HKPF officers potentially violated Article 21 of the ICCPR when they targeted masked citizens (except 
perhaps during the period when the Anti-mask Law was in force), as such action was disproportionate 
and contravened Paragraph 70 of the (Draft) GC No. 37 of the ICCPR. 


247.HKPEF officers who adopted a discriminatory attitude towards protesters on different sides damaged 
the trust between protesters and the HKSAR government and violated Paragraphs 14-16, and 43 of the 
JRSR 2016 and Paragraphs 16, 27-31 of the (Draft) GC No. 37 of the ICCPR, thus potentially violating 
Article 21 of the ICCPR. The HKPF as an organization that allowed peaceful protesters to be attacked, 
whether intentional or not, contravened the principle of precaution and potentially violated Paragraph 
3-4 of the UNHRC Resolution 25/38; Paragraphs 1-2 of the UNHRC Resolution 31/37; Paragraphs 8, 
13, 14-16, 24-25, and 41 of the JRSR 2016, and Paragraphs 29-31 of the (Draft) GC No. 37 of the 
ICCPR and thus potentially violated Article 21 of the ICCPR. 


248.HKPF officers whose discriminatory actions, indiscriminate use of force, or arbitrary actions that 
affected children and women contravened Paragraphs 6 and 7 of the UNHRC Resolution 25/38, 
Paragraph 16 of the JRSR 2016, Paragraph 23 of the GC No. 36 of the ICCPR, and Paragraph 5 of the 
(Draft) GC No. 37 of the ICCPR. 


249.As an organization, the HKPF might be held responsible for not providing enough training for its 
officers and punish the offenders, thus violating the principle of precaution. Relevant LOLE and IHRL 
are as follows: 


¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 1976 
¢ Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 
¢ Article 12 (restriction in movement) 
¢ Article 17 (surveillance of those involved in assemblies) 
¢ Article 19 (restriction of the freedom of expression) 
¢ Article 21 (allowing attacks against peaceful protesters) 
¢ Article 25 (restriction of the right of political participation) 
¢ Article 26 (discrimination in policing) 
* Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 
e Articles 1, 2,3, 5,6 
¢ Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 
¢ Principles 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12-14, 18-20 
¢ International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 
* General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 
¢ Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1-3, 5, 7 
¢ Policing in Democracies; Paragraphs 1-2, 6-8 
¢ Non-Discrimination in Law Enforcement; Paragraphs 1-6 
¢ Police Investigations; Paragraphs 2, 4, 5, 6 


¢ Arrest; Paragraphs 1, 2 
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* Detention; Paragraph 2 

¢ The use of force; Paragraphs 1-11 

¢ Permissible circumstances for the use of firearms 
¢ Procedures for the use of firearms 

¢ After the use of firearms; Paragraph 1-4 

¢ Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 1-14, 16 

¢ States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 

¢ Protection of Juveniles; Paragraphs 1-3, 10, 13 

¢ The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-3 

¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3-4, 6-11, 13 
* Community Policing; Paragraphs 1-11 

¢ Police Violations of Human Rights; Paragraph 1 
UNHRC Resolution 25/38 on 11 April 2014 


¢ Stressing therefore that everyone must be able to express their grievances or aspirations in a 
peaceful manner, including through public protests, without fear of reprisals or of being 
intimidated, harassed, injured, sexually assaulted, beaten, arbitrarily arrested and detained, 
tortured, killed or subjected to enforced disappearance, 


e And Paragraphs 2, 3, 5, 6, 7,9, 17 

¢ On documenting violations of human rights and punishment of perpetrators: Paragraphs 18, 19 
UNHERC Resolution 31/37 on 24 March 2016 

¢ Paragraphs 1, 2,5 

Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 

¢ Paragraphs 7-13, 14-16, 39, 41-46, 48, 50-59, 61-62, 68-71, 76 

General Comment No. 36 on Article 6 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 

¢ Paragraphs 12-14, 25 (on using random force against onlookers) 

General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 


¢ Paragraphs 1-11, 12-16, 19-20, 24-31, 34, 36-37, 45-50, 53-56, 58, 60 (the blue ribbon’s display 
of force against peaceful protesters), 68, 70 (use of masks and face covering), 73 (on 
impartiality of state security forces), 76, 85-87, 89-91, 93-94, 98 
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Categories of Police 


M. Use of Undercover 
1. Description 


250.One of the tactics used by the HKPF that led to public outrage is the deployment of undercover 
officers during mass protests. On 11 August and 18 August, undercover officers (male and female) 
were dressed in black (the usual colour of the frontline protesters) and mixed with protesters*®+. The 
wisdom of deploying undercover officers in a politically driven street protest was questionable, as such 
action could only give bad press and stir up popular discontent, not to mention the danger faced by the 


officers involved. 


251.These undercover officers tried to make arrests when opportunities arise, but none showed their 
identifications throughout the operations. On 11 August, two HKPF officers who dressed up as 
protesters were found taking selfies and claimed that they were to “beat up cockroaches (da-gaat-zaat)” 
on social media. Later, they were found among the undercover police who arrested protesters at 
Causeway Bay*®>. Several men and women who were dressed as protesters and first aiders entered the 
protest zone with a group of uniformed riot police officers***. When being approached by a TVB 
reporter, a person who was dressed as a protester refused to admit he was a member of the HKPE but 
he entered a HKPF vehicle and left the scene*®7. 


252.The use of such tactics was extremely dangerous for the protesters and the undercover officers, as the 
latter were often surrounded and had little recourse to extract themselves except using firearms. On 31 
August, when several undercover officers were exposed, they drew their pistols (Glock) and fired at the 
protesters*®8, On the same evening, undercover officers who dressed as protesters also used pepperball 
guns to shoot at protesters and chased them with batons*®9. When reporters flocked to the scene, they 
were stopped by riot police officers, who refused to allow the reporters to question the undercovers?#”9. 
From September, during mass rallies and assemblies, undercovers were often found.47! On 29 
September, the HKPF repeated the same tactics and again one undercover officer fired a pistol round; 
then, several masked men without police UI walked along the street with pistols, aiming at people*”2. 


Younger looking undercover officers were also deployed to trick the protesters*73. 


253.The legality of the arrests made by these undercover officers was in question, as according to the PGO, 
a police officer must show his/her identifications when making arrests. Moreover, as these undercover 
officers were unidentified, it was difficult to follow up the allegations of them using excessive force in 


arrests. It was also alleged that some of these undercover officers themselves engaged in arson and 
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vandalism. On 31 August, a person dressed as a protester was seen carrying a Glock pistol while 
throwing a Molotov cocktail; later in the day, a person wearing similar attire was seen participated in 
the arrest of a protester+74. The identity of this person was not found. On 29 September, a group of 
men dressed as protesters was found with HKPF personnel inside a public toilet*”75. On 8 October, a 
group of masked men was allegedly vandalizing the installations in the closed Sheung Shui MTR 
Station; when onlookers tried to film the process, one of the masked men pointed a can of pepper spray 
at them?’6. 


254.The use of undercover continued despite widespread criticisms. In November, HKPF officers imposed 
as protesters made arrests in the neighborhood of Whampoa*?7. On 15 December, two detectives were 
found by reporters in a shopping mall, and they refused to disclose their identities when being 
questioned?’8. The use of undercover to patrol shopping malls led to potentially disastrous results. On 
15 December, several men who were dressed as protesters armed with extendable batons tried to tackle 
several people in the Sha Tin New Town Plaza. They were surrounded by angry onlookers and were 
forced to give up their “operations” after a brawl#79. A more serious incident took place on 21 
December at Harbour City, Tsim Sha Tsui, when groups of obvious looking undercovers patrolled the 
busy shopping mall. During the high profile (but fruitless) patrol, one undercover detective argued 
with unarmed protesters and threatened to pull out his Glock 17489. At night, undercover detectives 
stopped and searched citizens randomly and tried to provoke those being searched*8!. From 24 
December to 31 December, undercover detectives were active in major shopping malls in an attempt to 
stop any protest-related activities (mostly peaceful activities such as singing songs). 


255.At least one HKPF officer was found imposing as a security guard of a residential building monitoring 
the residents; when he was found, he was dismissed by the company that hired him. That consisted of 
a legal issue as this undercover worked in a private residential block without a warrant.482 Another was 
found impersonating as an onlooker (kaifong) and praised the HKPF in front of the reporters; he ran 
away from the reporters when his identity was discovered*83. One was seen trying to stop onlookers 
from taking pictures and videos when the HKPF officers used force to subdue a man who verbally 
criticized them in a busy street*8+. Vehicles with logos of other departments of the HKSAR government 
were being used to carry HKPF officers*85. 


256.The indiscriminate and excessive use of undercover without any clear goal led to a comical scene on 26 
December, when riot police violently tackled and arrested two undercover HKPF officers who were 
dressed as protesters in front of numerous reporters in a shopping mall in Tai Po. The HKPF did not 
explain the rationale of the arrest or what the two undercover officers had done that warrant to be 
arrested on that occasion.486 
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ii. Potential violations of LOLE and IHRL 


257.As they were not in HKPF uniform and had no UI (and often masked), many of these undercover detectives 
used excessive force during searches and when making arrests*8’. Their actions violated various LOLE and 
IHRL that were covered in previous sections. Moreover, Paragraph 77 of the JRSR 2016 and Paragraph 103 of 
the GC No. 37 of the ICCPR forbidden the use of undercover during peaceful assemblies. The definition of 
peaceful assembly should follow international standards (see Paragraph 19-21 of the GC No. 37 of the 
ICCPR). 


258.Relevant LOLE and IHRL are as follows: 


Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 


Articles 1, 3, 4,5 


Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials Principle 2, 3, 5 
(undercover police using firearms amidst protesters) 


Principle 7 (undercover police tackling and using excessive force in arrest), 8 


International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 


Police Investigations; Paragraphs 2, 12, 13, 14 

Arrest; Paragraphs 1, 2 

Detention; Paragraph 2 

The use of force; Paragraphs 1-11 

Permissible circumstances for the use of firearms 

Procedures for the use of firearms 

After the use of firearms; Paragraph 1 

Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 1-14 

States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 

Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 13 


Community Policing; Paragraph 1 


Resolution 25/38 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 11 April 2014 


Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the Use of 
Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 


Particularly Paragraph 77: The use of undercover officers to collect intelligence relating to assemblies 
is problematic. It is highly intrusive and carries a high risk of rights violations and therefore should 
not be allowed unless reasonable grounds exist to suspect that a serious criminal act is likely to be 
committed. Authorities should consider whether the proposed undercover activity is the only way to 
secure the required information, and whether the value of the information justifies the intrusion. 
This should take into account the impact on the rights of all those affected, not only the targets. 


General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 


Paragraph 34: (HKPF officers stopping journalists and the public from taking pictures of 
undercovers) 


Paragraph 103: Any deployment of plainclothes officers in assemblies must be reasonably necessary 
in the circumstances and such officers (or other State agents) must never incite violence on the part 
of other participants, for example, by acting as agents provocateurs. 
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Categories of Poli 


a buse of Power 


N. Sus ed Use of Titushky 


N. Suspected Use of Titushky 


259.A major reason for the unprecedentedly widespread anger at the HKPF and the popular urge for an 
independent investigation of the conduct of the HKPF during the Protests was the alleged collusion 
between the HKPF and the triads. 


260.Throughout the colonial period, the HKPF had maintained some form of informal contact with the triads, 
which was a shrewd arrangement from the perspectives of public order and internal security. During the 
battle of Hong Kong in 1941, the Hong Kong Police contacted the pro-Chinese Nationalist triads and 
together they rounded up pro-Japanese or Wang Jingwei fifth-columnists. However, in the recent decades, 
especially after the formation of the ICAC, police collusion with the triads was a relatively rare occurrence 
at least on surface. 


261.However, soon after the outbreak of the Protests, there were already appearances of groups of people who 
dressed in identical t-shirts during public events in support of the HKPF. As early as on 16 July, such a 
group dispersed a peaceful assembly at Yuen Long (a documentary showing session); PRC controlled 
media praised the action. Then, fake posters about Pan-Democratic activities to be held at Yuen Long 
appeared. In fact, a man who was later found participating in the attack at Yuen Long Station was 
interviewed by a major local news channel during a pro-HKPF rally; he claimed that there would be “a 
good show” on 21 July. During the same event, Arthur Shek Kang Chuen proposed that the people should 
use “bamboo sticks and waterpipes” to beat up the “unruly kids,” i.e. the young protesters488. 


262.In the afternoon of the 21st, more than one hundred men and women, dressed in white T-shirts, gathered 
in central Yuen Long. Most of them carried a bamboo stick, with some carrying blunt weapons of a similar 
nature, such as waterpipes (following Shek’s advice?). On that day, a mass protest took place on Hong 
Kong Island, organized by the Civil Human Rights Front. From late afternoon, there were already group 
photos of people wearing white t-shirts brandishing bamboo sticks being circulated on social media. Local 
district councilors tried to contact the police liaison officers, who replied that the situation was being 
monitored. Footages revealed that groups of armed men were seen walking pass police vehicles but were 
not challenged. 


263.At around 2150, an afterwork cook who was not wearing black (the usual color of the protesters) was 
assaulted by a group of white t-shirt mob when he was leaving the station. He received serious flesh 
wounds over his body. As this group gathered and marched across the streets of Yuen Long, many called 
the 999 emergency line trying to report to the HKPF. The line was later jammed, possibly because too 
many calls were attempted. Some testified that even though their calls made through, they were merely 
told by the duty officer to “stay at home if you find it dangerous to go out”489. John Lee Ka Chiu, the 
Secretary of Security, claimed that the line was “maliciously” blocked by numerous calls in an attempt to 
prevent the HKPF from correctly assessing the situation. He did not explain why the HKPF failed to notice 
the large crowd despite the widespread discussion in all the social media*%. 
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264.At 2240, a large group of white t-shirts thugs charged into Yuen Long MTR Station, where some 
protesters (peaceful and the more violent ones) returned from Hong Kong Island. Most of the 
passengers, however, were not protesters, including a pregnant woman. When the white t-shirt mob 
was charging into the station with weapons on hand, two uniformed HKPF officers were seen turning 
back and leaving the station*9!. The two policemen wore a standard uniform and were expected to be 
equipped with standard-issue revolvers. At around this time, Junius Ho Kwan Yiu, the Legislative 
Councilor, was seen shaking hands with a group of people wearing white t-shirt and holding bamboo 
canes and praising them as “heroes”. One claimed that he was going to beat up the “cockroaches”4%2. 
The white t-shirt mob stormed the station lobby, beating up passerby and journalists. One journalist 
(from Stand News) filmed the attacker’s face who attacked her with a bamboo stick. As of January, the 
man attacked her was not apprehended. 


265.Several dozen men and women were wounded by the mob. Victims of this attack include Lam Cheuk 
Ting, a Pan-Democrat Legislative Councilor who attempted to go to Yuen Long after receiving calls 
about citizens being attacked there, a pregnant woman, and several reporters*93. The mob then 
attempted to break into the train at the station, while the driver was unable to discern what was 
happening inside her train. At around 2310, the mob left the station and walked past a group of riot 
police that stood outside the station. It was 2320 when HKPF officers entered the station, some 39 
minutes after the first attack. This group of officers was greeted by an angry crowd of victims, but they 
pointed pepper spray at the crowd and then left again at around 2344494. When being approached by 
reporters, CIP Lee Hon-man, the Div Commander (Pat Heung), curiously claimed that he would “not 
be scared” by the reporters without explaining his late arrival49. 


266.At around 2350, the mob still surrounded the station and intermittent clashes broke out. At around 
0030, another white t-shirt mob broke into the rolled gate of the station and launched another wave of 
attack against those in the lobby, wounding those who arrived at the scene after the first attack. Again, 
they left in front of a police vehicle*%. 


267.After the second wave of attack, more HKPF officers arrived at the station and the village of Nam Bin 
Wai, the alleged base of the mob. Later, HKPF officers in riot gear entered the village, but were seen 
fraternizing with the white t-shirt mob, including those who were still holding their bamboo canes and 
pointing them at reporters.497 SP Yau Nai Keung, Asst Dist Commander (Crime) (Yuen Long), was 
found discussing inside the ancestral hall of the village with a group of people wearing white t-shirts. 
Yau claimed in front of the reporters that his officers could not see anyone holding a weapon?%8. After 
the attack, there was one screenshot showing a CIP shoulder badge and the slogan “we did nothing 
wrong; support the white t-shirt sons and daughters of zhonghua (the Middle Kingdom)” being 
circulated on the internet, purportedly uploaded by an HKPF CIP who was trying to express his/her 
support of the Titushki#99. CSP Tse Chun Chung of the PPRB claimed that “he could not entirely agree” 
when being asked if the HKPF had colluded with the white t-shirt mob5°. On 30 December, SSP Kong 
Wing-cheung of the PPRB, when he failed to explain why the two officers left the scene during the first 
wave of attack, suggested that the incident was triggered by “someone brought some protesters to 
Yuen Long,” hinting the arrival of a Legislative Councilor triggered the whole incident5°!. However, he 
failed to explain why the mob was allowed to exist in Yuen Long with weapons on hand for hours. 
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268.In October, three months after the Yuen Long attack, 34 who participated in the attack were arrested, 
with only six charged for rioting. The man who participated in the attack with a bamboo stick even 
accepted an interview and claimed that those who were injured during the attack “were only lightly 


wounded”>5°2, 


269.Thereafter, there were smaller-scale attacks against the protesters, such as a firework attack against a 
group of protesters surrounding the Tin Shui Wai Police Station on 31 July5°3. Another major appearance 
of Titushki took place on 5 August at North Point, when the protesters organized a march in that area. 
Before the march, groups of people who wore identical blue t-shirts marched along the streets, a sight 
similar to what happened in Yuen Long. These Titushki claimed on social media that they were protecting 
North Point. Throughout the day, clashes between the Titushki and the protesters (some wearing black) 
occurred; the protesters, who are more numerous, became more violent in their responses compared to 
the situation on 21 July at Yuen Long. Several Titushky members were seriously wounded 4. Again, 
HKPF officers only arrived after clashes broke out. A listed Chinese restaurant corporation was seen as a 
collaborator of the Titushki (by hosting them) and was boycotted by the protesters and their 
supporters5%. Later at night, there were also clashes between protesters and Titushki at Tsuen Wan, with 
HKPF officers failing to show up yet again, even though the scene was very close to a police station5°®. On 
10 August, a group of people who wore the same t-shirt as those who participated in the Tsuen Wan 
attack was found taking group photos with uniformed HKPF officers at the Shatin Police Station5°”. The 
clashes between the protesters and the Titushki in Tsuen Wan continued for weeks.5°8 On 25 August, a 
group of armed Titushki walked passed a group of HKPF officers, but the group was not stopped.%°9 


270.On 11 August, people who dressed in attire that resembled a police uniform without any insignia or 
identification appeared at North Point. They were not equipped with standard HKPF equipment®!©. HKPF 
officers were found fraternizing with groups of people who dressed in identical t-shirts5!!. They attacked 
not only the protesters but also the reporters and passerby, but they were let go by the HKPF officers>!2. 
On 31 August, a similar group of people appeared at North Point and attacked the passerby when there 
was a large scale march/rally on Hong Kong Island*!3. Smaller groups of Titushki also emerged at Tung 
Chung during a rally at the Hong Kong International Airport on 1 September>!4. 


271.On 1 September, Titushki appeared at the gate of the schools in Hong Kong, harassing the students and 
teachers and tried to prevent them from expressing their support for the Protests>!5. Titushkies remerged 
at North Point on 13-14 September, when there was another large scale rally on the Island. This time, 
some of them were found wearing the same clothes that was worn by the staff members of a restaurant 
who provided food and drink to HKPF officers in a police station5!6. 


272.Titushki appeared again on 14 September at Kowloon Bay, when a group of middle-aged men and women 
who wore light-blue t-shirts appeared at Amoy Plaza shopping mall, randomly beating up young people 
who were not even wearing black. Some members of the group were employees of a pro-HKPF restaurant 
mentioned above. The group waved the PRC flag and hurled profanities at young people and passerby°!”. 
In the meantime, HKPF officers rushed into the shopping mall, arresting the young people; the youngest 
arrested was 12, who was arrested in front of his mother. Onlookers found a bag belonged to a woman 
who was among the Titushki; inside the bag, there were a number of insurance claimant forms and 
medical bills that had future dates written on, signed by a doctor of the University of Hong Kong - 
Shenzhen Hospital, who was immediately suspended by the hospital5!8. 
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273.In September, Titushki appeared time and again in North Point, and the HKPF officers were found 
witnessing attacks on reporters but had not intervened>!9. However, the Titushki met increasingly 
determined resistance from the protesters and many were seriously wounded. Thereafter, the number 
of Titushki declined, and only a few appeared at Mong Kok during the confrontation in November. 
They appeared with lethal weapons including an axe, but apparently only intended to intimidate52°. 


274.Several local businessmen were seen as sponsors of the Titushki in Hong Kong. Although all refused 
to admit such ties, the protesters attacked or threatened to attack their business. This led to the series 
of “renovation” attacks against the shops owned by these businessmen. The PRC state media 
condemned these actions, and branded them as random acts of looting or even terrorism. The damage 
ranged from superficial vandalism to arson. According to Ming Pao, over 880 places were being attacked 
(including MTR stations) 52!. 


275. The agencies that employed the suspected Titushki and the failure of the HKPF to stop their activities 
potentially breached the following LOLE and IHRL: 
¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 1976 
e Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 
e Article 12 (restriction in movement) 
e Article 19 (restriction of the freedom of expression) 
e Article 21 (restrictions on peaceful assemblies) 
e Article 25 (restriction of the right of political participation) 
¢ Article 26 (discrimination in policing) 
* Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 
e Articles 1, 7, 8 
¢ International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 
¢ General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 
e Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 5 
¢ Policing in Democracies; Paragraphs 1-2, 6-8 
¢ Non-Discrimination in Law Enforcement; Paragraphs 5-6 
¢ Police Investigations; Paragraphs 14 
¢ Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 1-2, 4, 6, 16 
e States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 
e Protection of Juveniles; Paragraphs 1-4 
e The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-3 
¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3-4 
¢ Community Policing; Paragraph 1 
¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3-4 


e Community Policing; Paragraph 1 
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UNHRC Resolution 25/38 on 11 April 2014 


e Paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 (for the HKPF’s failure to protect peaceful protesters, journalists, human 
rights watchers, and passerby from being attacked by suspected Titushki), 17, 18, 19 (on compensation 
for victims of suspected Titushki attacks) 


UNHRC Resolution 31/37 on 24 March 2016 

e Paragraphs 2, 3,5 

Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 

¢ Paragraphs 7, 8,9, 13, 14, 15, 20, 24, 25, 38, 41, 42, 44, 68- 71, 83, 85 

¢ Paragraph 87 (on HKPF’s failure to prevent suspected Titushki attacks) 

e Paragraphs 89, 90, 91 (on HKSAR Government’s failure to investigate suspected Titushki attacks) 
General Comment No. 36 on Article 6 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 

e Paragraph 21 (on private armies and vigilante groups) 

General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 


¢ Paragraph 34 (on HKPF’s failure to prevent suspected Titushki attacks against journalists and human 
rights watchers) 


e Paragraph 60 (on HKPF’s failure to prevent counter protesters’ incitement of violence; e.g. patrolling with 
weapons on the street to intimidate peaceful protesters and passerby). 
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Categories of Police Brutality 


»Abuse of Power 


O. Excessive Use of Force in Arrest 


O. Excessive Use of Force in Arrest 
1. Description 


276.Another common allegation against HKPF officers was the use of excessive force when making arrests 
or on people who were being subdued/arrested. All HKPF officers received hand-to-hand combat 
training and techniques to restrain violent assailants; those assigned to the PTU and the Raptor Unit 
would receive advanced training for more dangerous situations. However, throughout the Protests, 
such skills were used not only on violent protesters but practically anyone who stood in the way of the 
HKPF officers. HKPF officers were found beating, slapping, kicking, stepping hands and legs, pressing 
eyeballs, throwing and dragging the body, and twisting arms and legs of the arrested/subdued, no 
matter they were peaceful or more violent protesters or even others present at the conflict zone522. One 
officer was even seen grabbing the genital of a male protester and causing him immense pain5?3. On 14 
July, an officer had his finger bitten off when he deliberately pressed the eyeball of an arrested man at 
Sha Tin524. The HKPF then told the media that HKPF officers had their fingers chopped off by 
protesters with scissors; this was confirmed to be false525. During the same operation, an officer broke 
an arm of a protester by twisting it526. HKPF officers were also found stepping on the head of the 
arrested, sitting on protesters, bending protesters to cause pain, and using the knee to exert pressure 
on the joints or vulnerable positions of the arrested52”. One arrested student’s neck was put against the 
sharp edge of the railing52®. At least one protester was forced to go naked in front of a jeering and flag- 
waving pro-HKPF crowd®29. The use of excessive force in arrests reached the height during the sieges 
of the universities on 13-19 November; groups of riot police and Raptor officers were seen beating up 
subdued protesters without any restraint and control53°. 


277.In addition to using excessive force in/after arrests, the HKPF also used humiliating ways to treat the 
detained/arrested. From October, non-fading ink was used for protesters>3!. On 2 November, the HKPF 
rounded up around 100 peaceful protesters near the Southorn Stadium. They were ordered to squat 
with their hands up for more than an hour, with their hands and arms marked by non-fading ink, 
before being sent away>32. On numerous occasions, the HKPF made citizens kneel down facing the wall 
even before they were arrested533. On 18 November, a group of around 50 medical volunteers was 
arrested near the PolyU; their hands were tied by plastic cable ties534+. In December, an undercover 
officer sat on an arrested female student when the latter was found painting graffiti and trying to set up 


a roadblock near To Kwa Wan535. 
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i. Potential violations of LOLE and IHRL 


278.All these actions went contrary to the PPRB’s claim that HKPF officers had been using minimal force 
in its operations, and that HKPF officers adopted a fair-handed attitude when making arrests. The 
amount of force used by HKPF officers in arresting protesters and their “sympathizers (practically 
anyone except the expressly pro-HKPF people)”, even though they resisted arrest, was excessive and 
disproportionate. People also suffered from unnecessary humiliation and degrading treatment during 
and after the arrests, and the entailing mental violence should also be taken into consideration. 
Individual HKPF officers who used excessive force during arrests violated various clauses of LOLE and 
IHRL documents discussed above (see “Use of Fireaarms” and “Use of LL Weapons” Sections). 


279.The HKPF that failed to prevent these incidents and punish the offenders violated the principle of 
precaution and thus potentially violated various international laws. 


280.Relevant LOLE and IHRL are as follows: 
¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
¢ Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 
* Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 


e Articles 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 (on lack of medical treatment for those who suffer from excessive use of 
force during arrest) 


¢ Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 
* Principles 1, 3, 4, 5, 8, 12, 13, 15, 18-20 
¢ Principles 22-26 (for reviewing the use of force) 
¢ International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 
* General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 
¢ Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1-3, 5, 7 
* Policing in Democracies; Paragraphs 1-2, 6-8 
¢ Non-Discrimination in Law Enforcement; Paragraphs 1-6 
* Police Investigations; Paragraphs 2, 4-9, 11, 13 
¢ Arrest; Paragraphs 1-15 
¢ The use of force; Paragraphs 1-11 
¢ Permissible circumstances for the use of firearms 
¢ Procedures for the use of firearms 
¢ After the use of firearms; Paragraph 1-4 
¢ Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 1-14, 16 
¢ States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 
¢ Protection of Juveniles; Paragraphs 1-3, 10, 13 
¢ The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-3 
¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3-4, 6-11, 13 
¢* Community Policing; Paragraphs 1-11 


¢ Police Violations of Human Rights; Paragraph 1 
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Resolution 25/38 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 11 April 2014 


Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the 
Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


Recalling that isolated acts of violence committed by others in the course of a protest do not 
deprive peaceful individuals of their rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and of 
association, 


Stressing therefore that everyone must be able to express their grievances or aspirations in a 
peaceful manner, including through public protests, without fear of reprisals or of being 
intimidated, harassed, injured, sexually assaulted, beaten, arbitrarily arrested and detained, 
tortured, killed or subjected to enforced disappearance, 


Recalling also the importance of adequate training for officials exercising law enforcement 
duties assigned to deal with public protests, and of refraining, to the extent feasible, from 
assigning military personnel to perform such duties, 


Also Paragraphs 9, 10 


Resolution 31/37 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 24 March 2016 


Paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 5 


Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 


Paragraphs 9, 42, 44, 50-63 


General Comment No. 36 on Article 6 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 


Paragraphs 12-14, 25 


General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 


Paragraphs 89-91, 93, 94, 99 
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Categories of Police Brutality 


and Abuse of Power 


P. Allegations of Perverting the Course of Justice 


P. Allegations of Perverting the Course of Justice 


281.HKPF officers were found planting weapons or protective gears in the bags of subdued and arrested 
protesters, to increase the chance to press for a more serious charge and more severe punishment. SSP 
Lee Kwai Wa of the Criminal Investigation Department, when being questioned about one of such 
cases during a press conference, admitted the wrongdoing but dismissed it as an “imperfect” way of 
policing®?*. HKPF also exaggerated the lethality of the items they obtained from protesters or passerby, 
such as calling a 4-inch blunt table knife a “9-inch long knife (total length)” carried by a student 
reporter who claimed to possess the knife because he had participated in a birthday party°37. After 
being questioned, the HKPF continued these kinds of practice; on 1 October, a riot police officer put a 
sharpened stick next to the student who was shot in the chest. Originally, he held a 1-inch plastic 
waterpipe°38. On 1 November, a band was arrested for possible narcotics offenses when a member was 
found in possession of packets of Chinese medicine?9. 


282.Another common allegation of HKPF perverting the course of justice was accusing people of 
“assaulting police officers”. On 2 August, an HKPF officer accused a resident who tried to film a search 
conducted by several HKPF officers for assaulting a police officer, and chased him into a residential 
building. More witnesses stood forward and protested; the HKPF officers then left the scene without 
making arrests®40. On 21 September, a cook chanted an anti-HKPF slogan and the HKPF officers 
arrested him, accusing him of assaulting police officers. He was found not guilty by the court as video 
footages show that he was innocent54!. Similar cases were by no means uncommons#2. HKPF also 
charged people for assaulting others and changed the charge when they could not find any evidence**?. 


283.The HKPF was also repeatedly accused of trying to frame the protesters by collecting “evidence” of 
violent protests. HKPF officers were seen collecting bricks and steel bars from the street and 
construction sites (not in the intention of preventing them from being used by the protesters as only a 
small number of these items were taken)54*4. The legality of HKPF officers taking these items from 
private construction sites was also in question. The HKPF also used a laser pen to try to burn a 
newspaper in front of a group of incredulous reporters, in order to show how “dangerous” it can be, 
ignoring all the existing international standards and even common sense5*5. On 29 November, after the 
siege of the PolyU, HKPF officers entered the campus and claimed that they had uncovered more than 
3,000 firebombs; in the pictures the HKPF shown to the press, however, the “firebombs” were used 
plastic bottles. Such exaggeration of evidence was not uncommon in the HKPF’s press conference 


materials. 
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284.These alleged actions of interfering the course of justice, if proved to be true, violated not only local 


laws but also amounted to arbitrary arrest, and thus potentially violated the following LOLE and IHRL: 


¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 1976 


Article 9 (right to liberty and security of person) 

Article 19 (restriction of the freedom of expression) 
Article 21 (restrictions on peaceful assemblies) 

Article 25 (restriction of the right of political participation) 


Article 26 (discrimination in policing) 


¢ Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 


Article 1 (Prevention of the Course of Justice is an illegal act in Hong Kong SAR) 


¢ International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 


General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 

Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1-3, 5, 7 
Police Investigations; Paragraphs 4-7, 10-14 
Police Command and Management; Paragraph 1 


Police Violations of Human Rights; Paragraph 1 


* UNHRC Resolution 25/38 on 11 April 2014 


Stressing therefore that everyone must be able to express their grievances or aspirations in a 
peaceful manner, including through public protests, without fear of reprisals or of being 
intimidated, harassed, injured, sexually assaulted, beaten, arbitrarily arrested and detained, 
tortured, killed or subjected to enforced disappearance, 


And Paragraph 2 


¢ UNHRC Resolution 31/37 on 24 March 2016 


Paragraph 1 
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Categonies OfPolice Brutality 


and Abuse of Power 


Q. Rights of the Arrested and Legal Procedure 


Q. Rights of the Arrested and Legal Procedure 


285.From 12 June 2019 to early January 2020, the HKPF made around 7,000 protest-related arrests. In many 
instances, HKPF officers tried to cover the mouth of the arrested so that they could not tell the onlookers 
and other protesters their names546. This led to delays for the arrested to be contacted by their legal 
representatives, and allowed the police more time to interrogate them alone. Philip John Dykes, the 
Chairman of the Council of the Hong Kong Bar Association, wrote two letters to CP Stephen Lo Wai- 
chung, complaining about the HKPF’s obstruction of the work of the legal representatives of the 


arrested547, 


286.Apparently to deter a mass rally on 1 October, the HKPF used more severe charge against anyone who 
was rounded up in the conflict zone. On 29 September, more than a hundred were arrested, and 96 were 
charged for rioting, including two 14 years-old teenagers, one medical doctor, one nurse, and one social 
worker who served as a human rights watcher 48. 

287.Many of the arrested complained about the treatment they received during detention, such as 
deprivation of food and sleep, random beatings, torture, verbal insults, sexual harassment, and death 
threats®49. Legal professionals complained that they were not allowed to meet their clients despite 
repeated requests, and some were unable to see their clients more than 24 hours after their arrest55°. 
Some also complained that they suffered from torture until they revealed the password of their phones. 
In fact, on 23 and 24 September, the HKPF used a warrant for a single case as an excuse to hack into 
more than 50 mobile devices confiscated from the arrested protesters who involved in different cases55!. 


288.HKPF officers also vaguely interpreted laws to arrest peaceful protesters in order to intimidate. For 
example, HKPF officers used the use of Article 17 of Cap. 228 “possession of... other instrument fit for 
unlawful purposes” to arrest peaceful protesters who posted protest-related posters (See Sample Case 
11), as they intrepreted the tools to put up posters as “instrument fit for unlawful purposes”>°*2. 


289.On 10 September, the HKPF set up several “hotlines” for citizens to report “information that can help 
stopping violence and disorder”553. Not only because of the dubious legal grounds for the HKPF to 
introduce such a hotline, but many were also shocked by the blatant attempt of the HKPF to encourage 
secret informants, a thing that belonged to totalitarian regimes. The very vague definition used by the 
HKPF concerning information about the Protests was an invitation for people to send private messages 
and personal information to the HKPE In the face of public outcry, the Line and WhatsApp accounts 
opened by the HKPF were suspended by the service providers, and the HKPF briefly suspended the 
service until November>54. The hotline is now supposedly operational. This is potentially a violation of 
the principle of proportionality and necessity and contravened with the international standards 
concerning privacy, such as Paragraph 76 of the JRSR 2016 and Paragraph 71 of the (Draft) GC No. 37 of 


the ICCPR, 
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290.Relevant LOLE and IHRL are as follows: 

¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 1976 
¢ Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 
¢ Article 9 (right to liberty and security of person) 
¢ Article 17 (right to privacy) 
¢ Article 19 (restriction of the freedom of expression) 
¢ Article 21 (restrictions on peaceful assemblies) 
¢ Article 25 (restriction of the right of political participation) 
¢ Article 26 (discrimination in policing) 

* Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 


¢ Articles 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 (maltreatment of detained protesters, including the violent protesters, as 
well as onlookers and passerby) 


¢ Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 
¢ Principle 15 
¢ International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 
* General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 
¢ Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1-3, 5, 7 
¢ Non-Discrimination in Law Enforcement; Paragraphs 1-6 
* Police Investigations; Paragraphs 2-9, 11-14 
¢ Arrest; Paragraphs 1-15 
¢ Detention; Paragraphs 1-15 
¢ The use of force; Paragraphs 1-11 
¢ Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 4-6 
¢ States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 
¢ Protection of Juveniles; Paragraphs 1-4, 6-15 
¢ The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-13 
¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1-11 
* UNHRC Resolution 25/38 on 11 April 2014 


¢ Stressing therefore that everyone must be able to express their grievances or aspirations in a 
peaceful manner, including through public protests, without fear of reprisals or of being 
intimidated, harassed, injured, sexually assaulted, beaten, arbitrarily arrested and detained, 
tortured, killed or subjected to enforced disappearance 


¢ And Paragraph 2 
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UNHRC Resolution 31/37 on 24 March 2016 

¢ Paragraph 1 

Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 

¢ Paragraphs 44-46, 48, 49 

¢ Paragraphs 8, 73, 74, 76 (on collection of information through “hotlines”) 

General Comment No. 36 on Article 6 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 
° Paragraph 25 

General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 
¢ Paragraphs 90, 93 


¢ Paragraphs 9, 11, 29, 71 (on collection of information through “hotlines”) 
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and Abuse of Power 


R. Dehumanization of Citizens 


R. Dehumanization of Citizens 


291.Although Hong Kong was one of the most affluent and supposedly developed societies in Asia, some 
HKPF officers adopted a distinctly uncivilized attitude towards the protesters, their sympathizers, or 
even anyone who was not firmly on the HKPF’s side. HKPF officers hurled all sorts of insults to 
practically anyone at the scene, calling protesters “cockroaches”, reporters “black journalists,” medical 
personnel “black medics,” social workers “fake social workers,” and angry onlookers (curiously) “fake 
residents”. HKPF officers were also seen repeatedly challenging protesters (mostly peaceful ones) and 
onlookers for “duels”55>. This suggests a lot about the mental state of the frontline HKPF officers. 


292.In an open letter to the fellow HKPF junior officers and the general public in the name of the JPOA 
issued on 25 July, SSGT Lam Chi Wai, the chairman of the Association, used the term “cockroaches” to 
describe the protesters®>®. Thereafter, the term was widely used by HKPF officers, and they named 
everyone a cockroach as long as they think they were protesters or their sympathizers, including 
parents with their children55’. Weibo accounts of self-proclaimed HKPF officers also openly called the 
protesters cockroaches558. An allegedly off-duty HKPF officer even scolded another off-duty firefighter 
in a civil service quarter for “choosing to be a cockroach rather than a human being” as he thought the 
latter was not supportive enough®°9. 


293.The use of the term was also widespread in pro-PRC propaganda targeting certain age and cultural 
groups. One of the widely circulated pictures among the pro-government social media pages and 
groups is a photo-shopped image of a sculpture of a female protester; features of a cockroach were 
added on the image. Li Ka-shing, the international tycoon who urged the HKSAR government to be 
lenient on the young protesters, was depicted as “the cockroach king” in a pro-HKPF meme and was 
shared by Stanley Ng Chau-pei, the head of the pro-PRC Hong Kong Federation of Trade Unions5®©, 


294.In December 2019, a senior HKPF officer openly defended the usage of “cockroaches” to describe the 
Protesters in an official capacity. During an interview with the RTHK, a Police Community Relations 
Officer (a CIP) demanded the public to understand the use of the term cockroach by HKPF officers 
“from another perspective” and suggested that the public should see the term as a compliment>®!. 
Thereafter, HKPF officers continued to call everyone at the conflict zones cockroaches, including 
reporters*®. 
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295.Another strange accusation against the protesters that had strange nationalist and xenophobic flavor 
was that many were descendants of the Vietnam boat people who wanted to cause a riot in Hong Kong 
(for unknown reason). HKPF officers were seen accusing the arrested of being a “Vietnamese 
decedent” and that they would face heavier sentence because of that°®3. 


296.The use of the term “cockroach” by HKPF officers was a dangerous path to follow. It also violated the 
dignity of all those concerned and constituted a potential contravention of the following international 
LOLE and JHRL standards and rules: 


¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 1976 
¢ Article 10 (human dignity) 
¢ Article 19 (restriction of the freedom of expression) 
¢ Article 21 (restrictions on peaceful assemblies) 
¢ Article 25 (restriction of the right of political participation) 
¢ Article 26 (discrimination in policing) 
* Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 
e Articles 1, 2 
¢ International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 
* General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 
¢ Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1-3, 5, 7 
* Policing in Democracies; Paragraphs 6-8 
¢ Non-Discrimination in Law Enforcement; Paragraphs 1-6 
¢ Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 1-6 
¢ States of Emergency; Paragraph 7 
¢ Protection of Juveniles; Paragraphs 1-3 
¢ The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-2 
¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3, 13 
¢* Community Policing; Paragraphs 1, 4 
¢ Police Violations of Human Rights; Paragraphs 1-2 
* UNHRC Resolution 25/38 on 11 April 2014 
¢ And Paragraphs 4, 6, 7, 8, 10 
* UNHRC Resolution 31/37 on 24 March 2016 
¢ Paragraph 5 (on providing training for law enforcement officials 
¢ Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 
¢ Paragraphs 8, 38, 39 
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297.On the other hand, the idea that it should be illegal to “insult HKPF officer” contradicts with the 
General Comment 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by the UN Human Rights Committee, Paragraph 55: 
“Restrictions on peaceful assemblies must thus not be used, explicitly or implicitly, to stifle expression 
of political opposition to a government, including calls for changes of government, the constitution, the 
political system, or political independence for part of the country. They should not be used to prohibit 
insults to the honor and dignity of officials or State organs or to pursue other objectives favored by the 
authorities. Restrictions must moreover not be discriminatory.” 
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~ Categories of Police Brutality 


and Abuse’of Power 


S. Miscellaneous 


S. Miscellaneous 


298.The author of this report found it difficult to explain these actions because of insufficient background 


information, but they allow us a glimpse of the mental state and training of some of the HKPF officers. 
This hints a potential violation of the principle of precaution by the HKPF as an organization, and its 


commanding officers should be held responsible for these conducts: 


Shouting to a crowd mourning the death of Chow Tsz Lok that he would drink champagne with his 
colleague [to celebrate Chow’s death]5®*. Another officer repeated the same line a few days later 
after the HKPF had admitted the undesirability of such statement5®. 


HKPF officers dancing or making confusing gestures in front of reporters and onlookers 
Threatening to use a police dog to strike at peaceful protesters5®7 

Police dogs in tear gassed area without protective gear5®: 

Sending large groups of riot police to guard individual HKPF officers wedding banquet5® 
Officers shaking at the frontline of conflict5”° 


Forcing the arrested to sing “Glory to Police,” an adaptation of the widely popular song “Glory to 
Hong Kong” that was only known within the HKPF circle57! 


Traffic police officer driving in an irregular way while waving hands on a highway572 
Using a baton to beat a loudspeaker broadcasting anti-HKPF slogans573 

Ignoring orders from senior officers>”4 

Pepper spraying colleagues when trying to aim at an old woman>75 


Telling reporters that he had no understanding of Police General Order; one claimed that he would 
nausea when hearing about the PGO576 


Self-injury®”7 


Exclaiming “no one can teach the police how to do their job” to peaceful protesters578 
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Allegations 


A. Torture in Custody 


299.While the report is unable to verify the accusations below, it should be pointed out that the existence 


A. 


of these allegations and the failure of the HKPF to respond to them meaningfully to an extent helped to 
flame the Protests, as statistics show (see “Police Brutality and Intensification of Protest” Section). The 
existence of these allegations should be handled by competent and impartial authorities in order to 
rebuild trust in Hong Kong. 


Torture in Custody 


300.Throughout the Protests, there were numerous unsubstantiated claims about HKPF officers torturing 


the arrested in police stations and remote detention centers. San Uk Ling, a detention centre that was 
located around 1.25 km from the Hong Kong-China border, became notorious because of the alleged 
torture and sexual assaults against the arrested protesters5”9. On 21 August, the HKPF finally admitted 
that 31 detainees were sent to hospitals after they were sent there, of which six were in serious 
condition58°, HKPF officers were also accused of threatening to rape the arrested5®!. 


301.In June, a video surfaced on social media about two uniformed HKPF officers torturing a bedded man 


in a custodian ward at North District Hospital. The two officers were arrested and faced the charge of 
Assault Occasioning Actual Bodily Harm. While this case might not be related to the Protests, many 
saw it as an indication of the conduct of the HKPF officers in handling the arrested, especially when 
they were out of sight from reporters and legal representatives®82. More than one of the arrested who 


were detained in police stations also had similar complains>®3. 


302.On 20 September, the Hong Kong branch of Amnesty International released a report detailing the 


alleged torture cases in police detention5*+. 


303.There were also unconfirmed cases of inhumane treatment of the arrested. For example, in the early 


morning of 19 November, a group of suspected protesters was made lying on the floor, face down with 
hands tied, on the roof of a building at Tsim Sha Tsui. Their captors were unknown5®. 
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B. Bodies Found 


B. Bodies Found 


304.From July 2019, stories about unnatural deaths and suicides of protesters started to appear in social 


media. 


305.On 13 November, John Lee Ka Chiu, the Secretary of Security, answered in the Legislative Council that 
during the period from June to the end of September 2,537 bodies were found, around 13% more than 
the average of the previous four years. In addition, there were 256 suicide cases, around 10% more 


than the previous years>°6. 


306.While the PPRB tried to “dispel the myths” on social media and during press conferences, the public 
remained suspicious, especially as the HKPF and the PPRB had been seen as less than honest in 
dealing even with overwhelming evidence for other misconducts. 


307.The issue of mysterious deaths also alarmed the British government, as Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon, 
the Minister of State for the Commonwealth, the United Nations and South Asia, reported to the 
House of Lords on 24 October that the Foreign Office had received at least one formal request from the 
family of one of the deceased587. 
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C. The Chan Yin Lam Case 


C. The Chan Yin Lam Case 


308.Among the cases of bodies found, the case of Chan Yin Lam caused much public concern. On 22 
September, the naked body of Chan was found floating near Yau Tong. On 21 September, a post about 
the death of a young girl appeared on an online forum but was seen as a ghost story. The case was 
known to the public on 11 October by the Apple Daily and led to public outcry. TVB, a pro-PRC TV 
channel, released a feature interview of Chan’s mother on 17 October, who claimed that Chan suffered 
from a mental disorder and insisted that her daughter committed suicide. The face of her mother was 
blurred throughout the interview°88. Given the widespread distrust of TVB, the interview only led to 
more speculations and public anger. As Chan was last seen at her school, Hong Kong Design Institute, 
her classmates demanded the management to release the CCTV footage concerning her last day. 
However, the school authority refused to release the footage immediately, and then only released part 
of the footage589. Later, more footage were released, but many questioned the authenticity of the 
footage as some believed that the young female appeared in the footage was not Chan but an actress5°. 
While the case remained unsolved, the public became less willing to trust the HKPF and the pro-PRC 
media. On 12 November, the Hong Kong Public Opinion Research released a poll, showing 76.2% of 
the respondents believed that the HKSAR government should hold a cause of death hearing for 
Chan°?!, 
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D.The Chow Tsz Lok Case 


D. The Chow Tsz Lok Case 


309.Another death case that was seen by many as related to the Protests was the death of Chow Tsz Lok, a 
student of the University of Science and Technology. At 0105 4 November, Chow was found seriously 
wounded on the second floor of the carpark of Kwong Ming Court at Tseung Kwan O. Although 
volunteer first-aiders arrived almost immediately, they were forbidden to tend the wound by HKPF 
officers. At 0107, firefighters arrived, but the ambulance was being held up by traffic outside a nearby 
estate. Chow was sent to a hospital only 36 minutes after he was found. On 8 November, Chow died of 
his wounds at the head. Chow’s case was widely discussed on social media as well as online forums 


and led to widespread anger against the HKPF°°2. 


310.Later, it was circulated in the media that Chow suffered a fractured hip as the result of the fall, but his 
limbs were not seriously injured. This suggested a possibility of Chow not jumping down himself. 
CCTV footage also found an unidentified man trying to climb over the low wall of the third floor of the 
carpark, where Chow allegedly fell595. 

311.On 6, the HKPF claimed that no HKPF officers had entered the carpark before 0105, and there were 


only protesters inside when Chow fell. The HKPF then backtracked on the next day, when more 
footage surfaced showing HKPF officers entering the carpark before Chow fell5%. 


312.Additional information that surfaced after the event suggested that Chow was probably an onlooker 
rather than an active protester. However, as of January 2020, events inside the carpark when Chow fell 
remains unclear. 

313.On the next day after Chow's death, a masked HKPF officer exclaimed in front of a group of people 


who mourned the death of Chow that he and his colleagues “drank champagne to celebrate [the death 
of Chow]”595. The HKPF expressed regret and reprimanded the officer5?®. 


Page 117 of 212 


Discussionst ” 


= 
A. Pohi€e Brutality and Intensification of Protest 


A. Police Brutality and Intensification of Protest 


314.As Martin Purbrick points out, to a large extent, the HKP (yet to be RHKP) was able to quell the 1967 
riot because of popular support59?. Strong public support allowed the HKP to adopt (even in the 
standard of the 1960s) crude measures in suppressing the riot without facing too much public scrutiny. 
The experience in 2003 shows that the HKPF can maintain a working (if not friendly) relationship with 
the public while the government was not popular. However, in 2019, the HKPF not only failed to enlist 
public support but the Force itself was seen as the major source of discontent. 

315.Data analysis and rolling polls show a close correlation between police brutality and the intensification 
of the Protests. However, the refusal of the HKSAR government to offer any meaningful response to 
the situation probably shared the same blame. According to the “Anger Thermometer (jH#QiM HE aT)” of 
QSearch based on statistic found on major social media outlets, public anger on social media usually 
intensified when glaring acts of police brutality occurred. From Figure 1, the following events all led to 
a sharp surge in the “Anger Ratio” of the posts on social media. It is interesting to note that the lowest 
point of the Anger Ratio throughout the period was the day after the District Council election while 
the highest points were always after acts of alleged HKPF brutality was made known to the public: 
¢ 12June: suppression of protest near the Legislative Council and Citi Tower 
¢ 1 July: Anniversary of HKSAR; HKPF officers threatened to use firearms in several districts 
¢ 13 July: HKPF crack down on Sheung Shui protest 
¢ 21-22 July: Yuen Long MTR Incident 
¢ 11 August: First aider shot in the eye 
¢ 1 September: HKPF stormed into MTR station and train on 31 August 
¢ 22 September: Death of Chan Yim Lam released 
* 1 October: Student shot in the chest by HKPF 
¢ 3 November: Death of Chow Tsz Lok 
¢ 11 November: Another student shot; siege of CUHK and PolyU 
¢ 24 November: District Council Election 
¢ 29 November: Peaceful protest of 28 November 
¢ 1 December: Suppression of another large scale peaceful protest by the HKPF 
¢ 25 December: Suppression of protests in shopping malls 
¢ 19 January: Suppression of another peaceful assembly; numerous suppression of smaller scale 

peaceful protest related activities such as posting at Lennon Walls 
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Figure 1: "Anger Ratio" in Hong Kong, 9/6/2019-19/1/2020 
Source: https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/reporting/1ZGxDuxrj63pMktl28qfzYMt2H6XOY UIn/ 


page/nPNO? fbclid=IwAR 1l4VJHRQkugO8QyWBriN4s3000zrpYcmRQBrN_kn2CudGReldjrJOuPCM 


316.Rolling polls results corroborated the above data and showed that the actions of the HKPF often led to 
widespread anger. According to a rolling poll commissioned by Ming Pao and conducted by the Centre 
for Communication and Public Opinion Survey of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, the public 
confidence towards the HKPF witnessed a sharp decline during the Protests. From the first round (23 
May to 5 June) of rolling poll to fifth round (8 to 14 October) of the rolling poll, the percentage of 
respondents who choose “zero” when being asked to rate the HKPF rose from 6.5% to 51.5%598. 

317.By mid-October, 68.8% of respondents of the rolling poll agreed that a “thorough reorganization” of 
the HKPF was necessary. By the fifth round of the rolling poll (8 to 14 October), 87.6% of respondents 
agreed that an independent commission of inquiry was necessary. 

318.While the majority of respondents believed that the protests should be conducted in a non-violent 
manner, over 58% of respondents agreed that if the government ignored the large-scale peaceful 
demonstrations, more radical means could be accepted®. 

319.More important, a poll conducted by the Hong Kong Public Opinion Research Institute shows that 
73% of respondents believed that the HKPF shared a major responsibility for the escalation of violence 
during the Protest, while 41% of the respondents believed that it was the protesters®°!. This shows that 
at least a substantial portion of the popular believed that the handling of the Protests by the HKPF led 
to an escalation of the situation. 
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B. Causes behind Police Brutality 
i. Political Context 


320.While this report focuses on the conduct of the Hong Kong Police Force from June 2019, its author 
feels compelled to address the elephant in the room, namely the political deadlock created by the PRC 
and HKSAR governments that on one hand fueled the conflict and on the other facilitated the HKPF to 
escape from responsibility. Up till December 2019, the top priority of the PRC and Hong Kong 
governments had been the so-called “stopping violence and disorder (zi-bo zai-lyun),” and both refused 
to concede to the Five Demands except for withdrawing the extradition bill. Beijing also, at least in its 
pronouncements and through the state media, framed the Protests as a “Color Revolution” and 
denounced the Five Demands as unrealistic, excessive, or even cessationist. The PRC state media, 
possibly with the goal of preventing the Chinese public from understanding the Protests, launched a 
sustained propaganda campaign to portray the protesters as terrorists and the HKPF the “protectors of 
Hong Kong”. This stance further reduced the room of the HKSAR government to de-escalate through 
compromising on the most immediate of the protesters’ demands, namely the formation of the 
independent commission of inquiry on police misconducts. On the other hand, however, possibly with 
the Tiananmen Massacre in mind, Beijing had yet to deploy the PLA garrison in Hong Kong, a move 
that would probably end Hong Kong’s special economic status (a US-led arrangement) and would lead 
to disastrous consequences for the PRC. In the meantime, US President Donald Trump repeatedly 
urged the PRC government to solve the Hong Kong problem in a “humane” way®°2. 


321.Meanwhile, the HKSAR government has done little to defuse the situation, and even stopped to 
pretend it has any vestige of autonomy. Carrie Lam offered no meaningful responses to the demands of 
the protesters and the public, and only tried very hard to shift all the blame on to the protesters, 
issuing numerous identical statements requesting the public to “distance” themselves from the violent 
protesters and to stop condoning their actions. In a sense, this reflects the government’s understanding 
that the actions of the more violent protesters had at least the acquiescence, if not active support, of 
the public. In the meantime, Carrie Lam staunchly opposed the plea of numerous political and 
business leaders across the political spectrum to set up an independent commission of inquiry to probe 
the allegations of police brutality. After the crushing defeat of the pro-PRC camp at the District 
Council election, however, she suddenly announced that she was forming a “review committee” to 
study the Protests®3, The announcement, however, received little positive feedback at home and 
abroad as she also denied the existence of any cases of police brutality. 
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322.At least on the surface, the HKSAR government continuously praised the HKPF and its work, despite 
all the polls showed a widespread discontent towards the HKPF. This apparently emboldened some of 
the HKPF officers, who became increasingly critical of the government and demanded more 
institutional and material resources to crush the Protests and for their own benefits. Actions 
tantamount to police insubordination of civil authorities became more frequent. As early as on 27 July, 
SSGT Lam Chi Wai, the chairman of the JPOA, issued a “most severe censure” on Cheung Kin Chung, 
the Chief Secretary, for apologizing for the HKPF’s mishandling of the 21 July mob attack at Yuen Long 
MTR Station®4. Screenshots of covered police individual identification cards with headgears showing 
seniority are put alongside the slogan “Cheung Kin Chung cannot represent the HKPF” circulated on 
the internet®°5. Cheung backtracked and defended the HKPF for its abuses; it was considered as a 
HKPF victory over the civilian government®°, 


323.Throughout the Protests, the four associations became more vocal than ever, and at one point issued a 
joint-statement criticizing Rocky Tuan, the Vice-Chancellor of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
for his statement that “any proven case of improper use of force or violation of human rights by certain 
police officers must be condemned”®°7, Later, SSGT Lau Chak Kei, who was made a “national hero” by 
the PRC state media, started to criticize the HKSAR government for being too weak on the protesters. 
He even went so far as to ask the PRC government to “punish” Hong Kong as a whole because he 
found it “difficult to perform his duty”®8. In fact, even the HKPF became politically more vocal, as on 
3 August it voiced its opposition to the protesters’ plan to launch a strike®°9. The JPOA even interfered 
with the District Council election by requesting to issue a ban on requests to disclose voters info; this 
has been a tool for the media to find out potential frauds in voter registration®!°. During the District 
Council election, riot police in full gear carrying firearms appeared in voting stations; human rights 
watchers suggested that such display of force did nothing but to cause concern among the voters. It 
was also found that HKPF officers tried to record the voting rate for unknown reasons®!!, 


324.The political context (mainly Beijing’s refusal to concede to the protesters’ demand or to send in the 
PLA to crush the Protests) left the HKPF to face a political situation that was too delicate and difficult 
for it to handle. On the one hand, Beijing did not allow the HKPF to resort to wholesale violence; on 
the other, as PRC and the HKSAR governments had to rely on the HKPF to quell the unrests in Hong 
Kong, they were unwilling to do anything that would estrange the HKPF. The HKPF was thus left to 
enjoy complete immunity for almost every abuses and misconducts short of openly killing a large 
number of protesters. 


325.For some of the HKPF officers who felt they were trying to do their utmost to preserve public order, 
many subscribed to the (not entirely untrue) view that they were the “last line of defence for Hong 
Kong,” suggested by CP Stephen Lo Wai-chung when he left office on 18 November®!2. This suggests 
that some HKPF officers, especially the more senior and better educated ones, might see themselves 
the only alternative to a PLA crackdown and complete meltdown of Hong Kong (and with it the way of 
life they know of); such understanding certainly embolden the officers to take drastic actions (thus 
more willing to break the rules) and less willing to punish subordinates for fearing to lose the control 
of their men. This problem was exacerbated by the fact that many inspectorial grade officers had to rely 
on experienced sergeants to exert effective control over the junior police officers. 
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ii. Over-Protection 


326.Another possible factor for the widespread police brutality was the fact that HKPF personnel enjoyed 
the degree of protection that made them practically immune from any consequences no matter how 
they behaved. As mentioned, IPCC was largely a toothless organization, and some of the members of 
the steering committee of IPCC were known for their stern support for the government and the HKPE. 
One IPCC member even claimed that HKPF officers dealing with “emergency situations” should be 
allowed to hide their identity because they faced the threat of doxing®!3. At least one complainant 
received a letter from the Complaints and Internal Investigations Branch of the HKPF that since his/ 
her complaint was not accepted by CAPO and IPCC (based partly on the court’s ruling that the 
accusation was false), the HKPF could charge him/her for false report®!¢. 


327.0n 10 November, the independent expert panel (chaired by Denis O’Connor, the former chief 
inspector of constabulary for England and Wales) invited by IPCC to review the performance of the 
HKPF during the Protests issued a statement suggesting that the “structural limitations in the scope 
and powers of IPCC inhibiting its ability to establish a coherent and representative body of evidence”. 
The panel, therefore, questioned whether “a light touch, oversight body like IPCC can make sufficient 
progress to produce any decisive contribution to an account of developments that might enable 
necessary policy changes in policing practice”. The panel also suggested to enhance the power of IPCC 
so that it could “assemble a coherent account of the facts from the police and other bodies; to access 
important documents and validate accounts supplied by police and others in a timely fashion, and to 
significantly improve its capability to identify and secure evidence from key witnesses from outside 
policing”®!5. This clearly shows that IPCC in its current state could not conduct meaningful 
investigations. On 11 December, members of the panel announced that they would quit as the panel 
members “ultimately concluded that a crucial shortfall was evident in the powers, capacity and 
independent investigative capability of IPCC”®!6. 


328.At the frontline, only a small proportion of the HKPF personnel showed their identifications. When 
Secretary for Security John Lee Ka Chiu was asked why there were no identification numbers on the 
uniforms of the Raptor officers, he answered that the uniform of the Raptor Unit reserved no space for 
any form of individual identifications. Since then, many HKPF officers on duty did not display their 
individual identifications, and as many of them were already masked, it was impossible to identify 
perpetrators of abuses and misconducts. Although PGO stated that HKPF personnel on duty had to 
display their individual identifications, none of the HKPF personnel was known for being punished for 
this so far. 
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329.Many of the frontline officers were also lavishly equipped with body armor, making them more willing 
to take risk in melee. Until November, although the PRC state media and the “blue ribbons” tended to 
portray the protesters as terrorists, none carried firearms (except for one alleged plot), and most of 
them had little more than safety helmets and umbrellas, with some throwing bricks and Molotov 
cocktail. It was until during the sieges of universities that a larger number of Molotov cocktails were 
used. In response, the HKPF deployed military grade weapons such as assault rifles, submachine guns, 
and sniper rifles. The militarization of the HKPF also possibly affected the mentality of some of its 
officers (See the next section). 


330.Even in the courtroom, HKPF officers enjoyed special protection as their names were hidden in 
records®!’, This arrangement further encouraged abuses of power. At least one HKPF officer openly 
taunted angry onlookers that the public had no way to punish HKPF officers who committed crimes as 
they could not be traced®!8. 


iii. Other Factors 


331.The first and possibly one of the most significant causes for the abysmal failure of the HKPF during 
the Protests was the HKPF’s decision to define the politically and ideologically driven protesters as 
“criminals” and to treat them as such. In 2005, before the Sixth Ministerial Conference of the World 
Trade Organization in 2005, CP Lee Ming-kwai told his officers the following: “[you] have all received a 
variety of training in new tactics, which have modernized our Force response to violent protestors. It 
will certainly be a challenging few days but I have every confidence in you. It is important for 
commanders at all levels to maintain a disciplined and professional response to prevent what is 
preventable, manage what is manageable and engage what is not acceptable. All officers need to 
prevent and disrupt actions by would-be violent protestors and respond within the law and the Use of 
Force Continuum.” Most important, he also told the officers that “not all protestors are violent, and 
not all are criminals”®!9. What went wrong between 2005 and 2019? 


332.The tendency to view politically-inspired protesters as dangerous criminals or even terrorists had its 
roots in 2014, during which the HKPF was repeatedly being accused of using excessive force against 
the protesters. In an unusually frank interview done during the Occupy Movement, ACP David Jordan, 
the Commandant of PTU, complained against the HKPF being unjustly treated by the media. He said: 
“all it takes is one image of a baton, maybe used to take down an umbrella that has been poked at an 
officer's face. How that is spun will dictate whether it's seen as heavy-handedness or an appropriate 
level of force.” He claimed that “having been there, I would say it’s nearly all been an appropriate level 
of force” and that “we’ve used force but it has always been a reactive, defensive mechanism to enable 
us to resume some form of order and stability.” He also hinted that it was the protesters that provoked 
the police at the front: “protesters overtly arriving in huge face masks, hard hats and goggles. That’s 
intrinsically not peaceful”®2°, As ACP David Jordan was the Commandant of PTU, one would be 
surprised if his understanding of the civil-police relations was not representative of the HKPF The 
degree of victimization and lack of self-reflection among HKPF officers sometimes reached a curious 
level: during the rally of HKPF officers held in February 2017, one officer suggested that they were 
“purged like the Jews” when they faced angry citizens. The PPRB merely responded that the officer 
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could not represent the HKPE Chan Yam Kwong, at that time the chairman of the JPOA, even demanded 
the public (and the Consulate General of Israel in Hong Kong & Macau) to “respect the way of that officer 
to express his view”®2!. The sentiment of victimization only intensified during the Protests; DCP Lau Yip 
Shing suggested in 2019 that the HKPF was “framed” and it was “[facing] the biggest conspiracy and lie in 
the world”®22, 


333.It is possible that the HKPF fell victim to its own propaganda. Fed by the PRC state media and the pro- 
HKPF propaganda while being widely criticized by the public, some HKPF officers sought refuge in their 
victimized yet self-righteous image as members of a professional force facing a group of unreasonable and 
malicious criminals. Indeed, the best way of escaping the responsibility of using excessive force is to 
portray the opponent as existential threats. In a rare display of frankness, SP Vasco Williams, SP (OPS, 
NTN Regional HQ), who was famous for calling a man who was being kicked by HKPF officers “a yellow 
object,” revealed his understanding of the Protests, which possibly was representative of at least some 
HKPF officers. He wrote on LinkedIn:623 


“{The] five demands are nonsense. Criminals involved in rioting, assaults, arson, criminal damage, 
criminal intimidation etc not to be prosecuted, those rioting not to be labeled rioters. An independent 
commission for enquiry — whose to preside, no one appointed by the government would be acceptable 
by this mob unless siding with their cause. All these unachievable demands that only go against the 
rule of law. Yet in each riot, burning of the national flag, cries for an independent Hong Kong. And you 
are suggesting these aren’t just tactics for their ultimate aim which is unachievable and nonsensical? 


It’s an independence movement, plain and simple!” 


334.Thus, the HKPF has been resisting the formation of an independent commission of inquiry as early as in 
July, when the HKPF officer associations sent a joint letter to the HKSAR government opposing the 
idea®24, This action was no less than an HKPF coup; however, none of the chairmen of these associations 
were punished, and the HKSAR government has apparently accepted their demand. The reluctance of the 
HKPF officers to face criticism reached a comical level when three PCs blocked the gate of the CAPO 
office of the Police Headquarters and told Legislative Councilor Tam Man Ho that it was not the entrance 
of the CAPO office. They were found lying when a CAPO officer invited Tam in.®25 


335.It was in this context that the gap between the public and the HKPF widened. In his 2014 interview, 
David Jordan also pointed out that many HKPF officers became socially isolated because of the perceived 
high-handedness of the HKPF in dealing with the Occupy Movement. This social and cultural divide 
between the HKPF and the public was hardly mended by 2019, and the events since June quickly widened 
the divide. The alienation between the HKPF and the general public was shown by the increase of the use 
of mainland Chinese social media (weibo) by HKPF officers. Some of them became famous internet figures 
in mainland China, at the expense of becoming the laughing stock by many in Hong Kong. An episode 
during the siege of the PolyU encapsulated this cultural divide: when broadcasting to the besieged 
protesters in the campus of the PolyU, one HKPF officer ridiculed the protesters who could “only eat 
white bread (of a particular local brand) for dinner, while they could enjoy hotpot of [a Chinese brand], 
which was detested by many who saw it as a form of cultural invasion.®26 People responded to the 
tasteless joke by uploading pictures of eating white bread with caviar and cognac, in order to mock at the 
relatively modest salary of the HKPF officers. 
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336.Thus, one could find it easier to understand the public anger towards the HKPF and the popularity of 
the anti-HKPF slogans that stressed on the fact that the HKPF was paid by the taxpayers and some of 
the HKPF officers came from the less educated segment of the society (the so-called “Yi-jin boys” ngai- 
zun zai)®27, Many HKPF officers were apparently offended by these slogans, and this only furthered 
their victimization and self-pity. In an interview with the PRC state media, one wounded HKPF officer 
suggested that HKPF officers were “discriminated against” by the “educated people”. He then 
proceeded to question the credibility of an independent commission of inquiry, echoing SP Vasco 
Williams®28. This shows that victimization, sometimes fanned by the PRC state media, played a 
significant role for the HKPF (from senior to junior officers) in the face of outside scrutiny and 
criticism. On the other hand, HKPF officers were found openly claiming that they were going to “kill” 
protesters, but they were never punished®9. The similar language sneaked into even official social 
media accounts of the HKPF; on 6 Dec, when trying to defend the female HKPF officer who sat on a 
teenage student, the Facebook account of the Junior Police Call under PPRB described young protesters 
as “yellow zombies (wong-si)”®3°. On 1 August, a CIP flipped both of his middle fingers at a group of 
peaceful protesters and called them “cockroaches” who asked him the reason for arresting peaceful 
protesters who were assaulted by a “blue ribbon”®!, Another officer was found calling protesters 
terrorists and said that the onlookers should be killed by “flying bricks” (referring to the man who was 
killed by a flying brick on 13 November) with their homes “burned to the ground by the 
rioters” (referring to arson by protesters) 32. All these show the effectiveness of the PRC propaganda in 
forming the HKPF officers’ understanding of the Protests. 


337.As the HKPF leadership clung on to this narrative of unapologetic self-pity and victimization and did 
nothing to bridge the divide between the HKPF and the public, it was no surprise that the public 
relations branch of the HKPF adopted a most antagonistic and counter-productive attitude in facing the 
media, which was seen as the cause of the collapse of the HKPF’s image. The HKPF refused to admit 
almost any wrongdoing throughout the Protests, even in the face of overwhelming evidence. The PPRB 
became increasingly aggressive in responding to the media. In many occasions, HKPF spokesperson 
asked the public to “be considerate” to their “stressed colleagues”®33. A clinical psychologist of the 
Psychological Services Group of the HKPF told IPCC that many of the HKPF officers who seek help 
“had no idea why they were hated” and she blamed the media for the negative portrayal of the 
HKPF®34, If her statement is true, then the HKPF should congratulate itself on being able to block its 
personnel from outside influence other than its propaganda. CSP Kwok Ka-chuen, the head of the 
PPRB who succeed CSP Tse Chun-chung, insisted in December that the main cause of the hostility 
towards the HKPF was “systematic smear”®5. At one point, CP Chris Tang Ping Keung strangely 
pleaded the public to “bring back their conscience” and support the HKPF®6. These curious 
pronouncements led to more criticism and ridicule from the public. 


338.The divide between the HKPF and the public was exacerbated by the militarization of the HKPEF, at 
least in the mentality of some of its members. Partly affected by the global militarization of police 
forces from the 2000s®37, the HKPF was increasingly militarized in its outlook, especially around the 
time of the Occupy Movement®38. The Raptor Unit, formed before the Occupy Movement and 
participated in the removal of barricades, had a distinctively military outlook. Between 2014 and 2019, 
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when the HKPF was trying to restore its name, it also chose to highlight its “military-style” training in 
its publicity®39. HKPF personnel with military grade weapons sometimes featured prominently in 
recruitment posters®40, The HKPF justified the militarization by citing the threat of terrorism, and have 
conducted numerous large scale counter terrorism exercises that is often mocked at by the public 
because of the improbability of the kind of attacks being simulated. In the meantime, the HKPF 
stepped up its tactical training by providing “Immediate Tactical Intervention” courses to various 
units®4!, During the Protests, HKPF personnel appeared with military grade weapons, and sometimes 
their actions (shooting at heads and from above) and decision making (encirclements) also reflected a 
drift (perhaps unwittingly) towards militarization. The latest move towards militarization of the HKPF 
came from the change of the slogan of the HKPF after CP Chris Tang Ping Keung assumed office; the 
original slogan “Serving with Pride and Care” was replaced with “Serving Hong Kong with Honour, 
Duty and Loyalty,” which closely resembled the short form of the motto of the West Point Academy. 
Commentator Tim Hamlett best summarizes the sentiment of the public, or at least the around 70% of 
those who wanted the HKPF to be reformed: 


“people calling for the abolition or reform of the police force do not want a society with no police. 
They want a force dedicated to law as well as order, to service as well as force. There are police 
forces in the world which can keep an acceptable measure of control over street turbulence without 
resort to constantly rising levels of violence and the deployment of increasingly intimidating 
weapons. Why can’t we have one?”®42 


A rudimentary search for the words “community (*#klm)” and “counter-terrorism (Jz %k)” in the Offbeat 
magazine (the official magazine of the HKPF) give an interesting result: while there were 11,200 
results for “community”, there were 27,000 for “counter-terrorism”, while there were zero actual cases 
of terrorist attacks from 1997 to 2019643. In short, the popularity of slogans such as “disbanding 
HKPF” was more about ending the militaristic, machismo, unapologetic, and self-pity culture of the 
HKPF rather than actually abolishing police as an institution altogether. 


339.The PRC factor was, of course, also relevant here. From 2014, exchanges between the HKPF and the 
PRC institutions became increasingly frequent. Senior HKPF officers received advanced training not 
only in Royal College of Defence Studies or Harvard Kennedy School but also China Executive 
Leadership Academy in Pudong, Shanghai. CP Tang Ping Keung himself received training at Chinese 
Academy of Governance, the People’s Public Security University of China, and China Executive 
Leadership Academy®*4. In 2004, HKPF sent officers to Xinjiang to teach local law enforcement 
agencies about counter-terrorism®>. In October 2018, however, a delegation of officials, including 
HKPF senior officers, was sent to Xinjiang to learn about the experience of “counter-terrorism” from 
the local law enforcement. John Lee Ka-chiu, the Secretary of Security, claimed that Hong Kong had “a 
lot to learn” from the Xinjiang experience®®. This comment reads more chillingly in January 2020 than 
when it was being said. Increased ties with the PRC also made the HKPF less responsive to the 
changes in the international norms and standards of policing as well as the relevant human rights laws, 
which witnessed many changes since Hong Kong introduced the human rights laws in the 1990s. 


340.As the HKPF was a paramilitary force of modest size (in terms of an armed force), it was easy to suffer 
from “groupthink”, especially as the civilian government and the public could exercise little oversight. 
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As the HKPEF had, to a certain extent, alienated from the public, its tendency to hire like-minded people 
intensified. Another potential deep-rooted problem of police culture in Hong Kong was the preference 
of the HKPF to hire descendants of HKPF officers. For a large armed force such as the US military, 
recruitment of people from “military families” might not cause an overt problem as their numbers 
could be easily diluted by recruits of different backgrounds. However, the HKPF had only around 
30,000 members as of 2019. Preferred recruitment of the offsprings of HKPF officers could only 
reinforce the problem of group-think, especially as offsprings of senior HKPF officers might enjoy 
accelerated advancement. Instead of trying to recouple the HKPF with the society, it was reported that 
CP Chris Tang Ping-keung promised his subordinates that in the future, the HKPF would make a 
preference for the offsprings of HKPF officers in its recruitment drives®47. A large number of HKPF 
officers were already living in designated quarters, separated from the society, not to say some of the 
HKPF officers might move to live in the “Greater Bay Area” as they believed that they are more 
welcomed there. If the social isolation of HKPF was allowed to continue, Hong Kong, as an 
international financial hub, would continue to suffer from the existence of a semi-armed and partially 
trained security force that lacked accountability and separated from the society in terms of social 
background and cultural outlook. Such a move, if realized, also contravenes Paragraph 39 of the JRSR 
of 2016 which reads “the demographic makeup of law enforcement agencies should be representative 
of the whole community”®48. 


341.The deterioration of civil-police relations during the movement was not helped by many of the 
measures adopted by the HKPF leadership, which seemingly prioritized the feeling of the HKPF officers 
before anything else. In particular, the collapse of community policing led to a rapid deterioration of 
the relations between the public and the HKPEF During the Protests, groups of HKPF officers operated 
in and near residential estates in full anti-riot gear, facing angry residents who had not participated in 
the protests. HKPF officers often lost emotional control and randomly provoked or even fired LL 
ammunitions and tear gas rounds in residential areas, causing much disturbance and achieving 
nothing. This possibly explained why districts that had suffered from this kind of harassment usually 
voted for Pan-Democrat candidates during the District Council election. 


342.On 2 December, it was reported that CP Tang Ping-keung promised his subordinates that the HKPF 
would conduct “high profile” patrols in public areas, including residential estates, instead of sending 
officers to conduct the usual beat patrol®°. The result was much larger groups of police in their riot 
gear “patrolling” the densely populated residential areas. As these HKPF officers were not walking in 
formations and were lax in uniform discipline, the result was a poor display of groups of ill-disciplined 
and agitated HKPF officers walking in front of the public that resembled an occupying force than a 
group of civil servants. In this process, community policing became the first casualty, and such display 
of force would invariably fail to deter protesters (who could easily gather after the HKPF officers were 
gone) or restore the people’s confidence towards the HKPE except perhaps for the most staunch 
supporters of the HKPF as well as the HKPF personnel and their families. 


343.Widespread animosity between the HKPF and the public also led to clashes between citizens and off- 
duty HKPF officers®>!, as well as organized attempts to ambush off-duty HKPF officers®52. This shows 
that Hong Kong is reaching a point of no return that the more determined protesters may resort to 
lethal force. 
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Way Forward: 


The Need fordinternational 
Law Remedies 


344.0n 24 December 2019, the Washington Post released an in-depth study of 65 cases of alleged excessive 
uses of force by the HKPE The international experts “thought that Hong Kong police went against 
their rules in about 70 percent of the incidents reviewed”. Only around 8 percent of the cases the level 
of force used could be justified®53. The international expert added that the contents of they reviewed 
“do not always illustrate the full picture of events around a specific incident,” a defense used 
repeatedly by the PPRB and even officials of the HKSAR government. Still, the Washington Post’s report 
not only shows that many of the allegations of HKPF brutality could be substantiated, but also the 
urgent need to investigate the large number of other allegations, including and especially the more 
serious incidents such as the attack on Yuen Long Station on 21 July, the action at Prince Edward MTR 
Station on 31 August, the shooting incidents, and the alleged sexual assaults and tortures. 


345.So far, at least from the evidence publicly available, the HKPF potentially contravened the following 
LOLE, IHRL, and various international standards and rules: 


¢ The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 1948 

¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1976 

* Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials, 1979 

¢ Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials, 1990 
¢ International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement, 1997 


* Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council on 11 April 2014 - The promotion and protection 
of human rights in the context of peaceful protests, A/HRC/RES/25/38 


* Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council on 24 March 2016 - The promotion and 
protection of human rights in the context of peaceful protests, A/HRC/RES/31/37 


* Joint report of the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of 
association and the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions on the 
proper management of assemblies, 2016 


¢ General Comment No. 36 on Article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
on the Right to Life, UN Human Rights Committee CCPR/C/GC/36, 2018 


* General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 (Right of Peaceful Assembly) of the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights, UN Human Rights Committee, 2019 


¢ United Nations Human Rights Guidance on Less-Lethal Weapons in Law Enforcement, 2019 
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346.Throughout the Protests, the HKPF has been aggressive in disrupting peaceful assemblies and any form 
of peaceful protests. HKPF officers used various tactics to intimidate non-violent protesters, from 
hurling insults to arbitrary detention and arrest. These actions were based on a liberal interpretation of 
local legislations that contradicted with internationally recognized human rights standards as well as 
the Basic Law. HKPF officers often used unnecessary, excessive, and disproportionate force to disperse 
peaceful assemblies only because of isolated cases of violence. Undercover officers armed with lethal 
weapons were sent into the crowd, causing life-threatening situations to everyone present. There were 
also allegations that these undercover officers worked as agent provocateurs. Firearms and LL weapons 
(including tear gas) were used in ways that violated international standards as well as local guidelines 
and laws. The potential lethality of all kinds of LL weapons was ignored, even by the very senior 
commanders. When making arrests and detentions, excessive and disproportionate force as well as 
humiliating methods were often used. There were allegations of large-scale abuse of the human rights of 
the arrested when they were detained, and the HKPF was found interfering with the legal process. 


347 Individual HKPF officers of all ranks displayed poor judgment and self-control when facing not only 
protesters (peaceful and violent) but also bystanders, passerby, journalists, medical and rescue 
personnel (volunteer and official), and human rights watchers. Everyone at the conflict zone was 
subjected to arbitrary force by HKPF officers, who were often seen disobeying the orders and 
instructions of their superior officers. Media workers, medical personnel, human rights watchers, and 
passerby were subjected to random and arbitrary physical and mental violence, detention, and arrest. 
HKPF officers were seen targeting the young and those who carried items that could be viewed as 
symbols of protests, including daily items such as surgical masks. Random insults were hurled at 
everyone at the scene, including occasionally HKPF supporters, on the pretext that people should not 
appear at the conflict zone (even inadvertently) at all. There were at least fifty allegations of sex-related 
crimes committed by HKPF officers and their supporters, and women at the conflict zone were 
subjected to all forms of insults from HKPF officers. Children were also affected by the random, 
arbitrary, and often indiscriminate use of force by HKPF officers in crowded areas where the only 
perpetrators of violence were the officers. HKPF officers also showed little respect and sensitivity to 
religion and culture. 


348.Towards the end of the year, the HKPF has become increasingly systematic and aggressive in the 
suppression of all kinds of protest-related activities and their officers were emboldened to adopt the 
intimidation tactics when dealing with anyone. As of January 2020, the HKPF still employed a kind of 
“shock and awe” attitude that showed a possible intent to intimidate and silence the people in Hong 
Kong in a massive scale. In a sense, the HKPF treated the protesters (both violent and peaceful) as 
criminals or even enemies in an armed conflict between states rather than legitimate members of the 
society. How far did this attitude reach within the HKPF and the HKSAR government one wonders, but 
Carrie Lam once suggested that the protesters had “no stake” in the society and that she “refused” to 
believe that police brutality existed. Such attitude and the tactics employed by the HKPF were 
disproportionate and excessive, and very likely violated international human rights laws. It has been 
suggested by some that the HKPF has been engaging in “state terrorism” or “police terrorism”. This 
report, however, chooses not to adopt the nomenclatures, as they are not legal concepts in international 
law, and there are already LOLE and IHRL frameworks as well as sanction regimes in some countries 
that deal with and systematic violation of human rights by the State and its agents. 
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349.This report agrees with the international specialist advisors of IPCC that existing local mechanism was 
not qualified to handle the complaints against the HKPF during the Protests. Moreover, some of the 
committee members revealed their ignorance in international rules and standards of policing and human 
rights. Most important, the scale and intensity of the abuses committed by the HKPF have been 
unprecedented in developed societies, making an international investigation imperative, even if its goal is 
to reaffirm and update the existing LOLE and IHRL. No one would expect a police force with more than 
170 years of history and with state-of-the-art equipment would adopt a 1960s mentality in handling a 
political protest of massive scale in a highly developed society. And no one would expect, after years of 
demilitarization and community policing, the HKPF would adopt an attitude that was little different from 
an occupying army, sending footmen armed with AR-15 to stand alongside primary school kids and their 
terrorized parents, just because someone might try to disrupt the running of the MTR. The scale and 
extent of the violence and potential violations of human rights standards should not be measured merely 
by official fatalities alone. The long term physical, social, and psychological impact of these abuses was 
immense and affected on not only the victims but also those who inflicted them, as well as the entire 
population that had witnessed them in one way or another. The lives of around 7,000 arrested for various 
reasons during the protest were forever changed. Some might not even live to see the endgame. 

350.So far, the HKSAR government and the PRC government that behind it consistently showed an 
unwillingness to investigate the excesses and misconducts of HKPF officers or the problems of the HKPF 
as an organization. Both were openly supporting the HKPF despite international condemnation. The 
people in Hong Kong have largely lost faith in the HKSAR government and the existing mechanisms in 
handling the situation, let alone redressing the gross violation of internationally recognized human rights 
by the HKPE Thus, based on the principle of Responsibility to Protect (R2P) endorsed by all states during 
the UN World Summit 2005, this report maintains that there is an urgent need for international law 
checks/remedies, and competent international bodies should handle the violations of internationally 
recognized human rights by the HKPF: 


¢ The United Nations 

¢ The Security Council can establish a commission of inquiry to investigate the gross violations of 
human rights by the HKPF, following the precedents such as Commission of Experts to Review 
the Prosecution of Serious Violations of Human Rights in Timor-Leste (then East Timor) in 1999 
and International Commission of Inquiry for Darfur in 2004-2007654. 

¢ The United Nations Human Rights Council can set up a commission of inquiry, following the 
precedent of the UNHRC Resolution 42/25 that decided to establish a mission to Venezuela “to 
investigate extrajudicial executions, enforced disappearances, arbitrary detentions and torture and 
other cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment since 2014 with a view to ensuring full 
accountability for perpetrators and justice for victims”®5. Concerned state parties can also 
approach the UN to lodge a complaint against the violation of internationally recognized human 
rights by the HKSAR government and the HKPE, as empowered by Article 41 of the ICCPR. 

¢ The UN can also follow the precedents of International Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY) and International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), by setting up an 
international criminal tribunal to investigate the violations of human rights by the HKPF. 

¢ The office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) can also 
initiate an investigation, following the precedent of the report by the Office of the UN High 
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Commissioner for Human Rights on Venezuela published in July 2019. It could also set up a 
Human Rights Institution (NHRI) in Hong Kong to continuously protect, monitor, and promote 
human rights in Hong Kong in a sustainable way. 
¢ The International Criminal Court 

¢ The case could possibly be brought to the ICC because according to Article 7 (1) (k) of the 
Elements of Crimes of the ICC, the ICC could also handle “crime against humanity of other 
inhumane acts”. It is suitable for the Office of the Prosecutor (OTP) of the ICC to initiate an 
investigation because the HKSAR government was unwilling to launch any independent 
investigations on the HKPF. Moreover, Hong Kong is the first developed society to experience a 
large scale and systematic violation of human rights by its law enforcement, making Hong Kong 
potentially a special case in terms of the gravity of the human rights violations. 


¢ The International Community 
¢ Nations can establish sanction regimes similar to the Hong Kong Human Rights and 
Democracy Act and the Magnitsky Act of the United States, not only for the sake of standing up 
for common values such as respect of human rights and democracy, but also to prevent key 
figures of the HKPF who were complicit in violations of human rights and other possible 
criminal acts to settle in developed countries and cause unexpected consequences. The failed 
bid of ex-CP Andy Tsang Wai-hung to be the director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime is a case in point. 
¢ The HM government of the United Kingdom should use the International Criminal Court Act 
2001 (c.17) to initiate an investigation on the HKPF officers who were British nationals. 
According to Article 51 of the Act, “a United Kingdom national, a United Kingdom resident or a 
person subject to UK service jurisdiction” who committed “a crime against humanity” could be 
prosecuted by this law. The British members of the HKPF who should be held responsible for 
violations of human rights should be investigated by the relevant British authorities. If 
necessary, the British should also ask Hong Kong to extradite the suspects. 
¢ Nations should immediately stop selling law enforcement equipment, firearms, vehicles, LL 
ammunitions, and spare parts to the HKPF and the HKSAR government. Nations should also 
consider forbidding the export of hi-tech items that could be used by the HKPF in surveillance 
or intelligence gathering activities that violated internationally recognized human rights. 
¢ The international community should also be aware of the possibility of banning the entry of 
individual HKPF officers who had perpetrated and defended physical and mental violence 
against the people in Hong Kong, as their presence might cause not only embarrassment but 
also actual criminal act as their mental state is sometimes questionable. 
351.It is important to note that the HKPF as an organization, the key commanders of the HKPE and 
individual HKPF officers who committed various abuses should be held responsible. The key leaders of 
the HKPF should be investigated by competent local and international bodies for their decisions. If 
applicable, they should also be subjected to various international sanctions such as the Hong Kong 
Human Rights and Democracy and Magnitsky Act. As for individuals who committed specific violations 
of LOLE and IHRL, their cases could also be investigated by an independent international commission 
or even by the ICC, if the HKSAR government continued to be unwilling or unable to investigate. If 
possible, they should also be tried by Hong Kong courts for breaching local laws. 
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352.The HKPF should not hide behind the self-image of professionalism or subscribe to the PRC brand of 
nationalism and the empty rhetoric of anti-terrorism that reinforced bigotry and a bunker mentality; its 
performance in the past seven months revealed that it is a well-equipped but poorly trained and 
handled force that caused widespread suffering and long-lasting hatred that would not dissipate unless 
justice is done. While disbanding the HKPF is not a realistic option, it is imperative for the society to 
regain control of the Force by establishing effective oversight and by forcing it to reform so that it could 
operate effectively in the latest international LOLE and IHRL framework. Political, social, and cultural 
causes should also be found as to why, being one of the more respected branches of the government, it 
quickly alienated itself from the society and had to rely on the support of a section of the society in the 
past decade. The society should also decide, or at least debate, the existence of the para-military 
structure of the HKPF that breed a toxic militaristic and machismo culture, such as the obsession with 
military-type training and firearms and the counter-terrorism rhetoric. The existence of formations that 
resembled a military unit such as the Raptor Unit and the PTU should be debated. Officers who 
indulged in a militant and hostile attitude towards the public should be removed from service. The 
HKPF officer associations that became politically active should be scrutinized and redirected to their 
original role. Its leaders, especially those who committed IHRL-related offenses, should be removed 
and be held responsible for the widespread violation of human rights. The HKPF records should be 
properly archived and be open to the public in a reasonably timely and transparent manner. 


353.The HKSAR government that utterly failed to improve and update the human rights standards in 
Hong Kong should share the major blame. The HKSAR government only paid lip service to the human 
rights ideals but condoned the HKPFE It failed to adopt the new norms and standards by changing local 
legislature (such as revamping or abolishing Cap. 241 and Cap. 245) and order the HKPF to update its 
code of conduct, training, and procedure to meet the new standards. It also failed to educate the public 
about the rights that they enjoy. 


354.International human rights standards and the rule of law have to be upheld and respected, if the 
HKSAR government and Beijing wanted to restore peace and maintain Hong Kong’s status as one of 
the international financial centers. This can only be done through a thorough international 
investigation of the HKPF’s misconduct during the Protests and a substantial reform of the HKPF so 
that its outlook, culture, structure, training, regulations, and equipment are in line with the latest 
LOLE and IHRL. Local legislation that encouraged HKPF officers to abuse their powers such as the 
Emergency Regulations Ordinance, Summary Offences Ordinance, and the Public Order Ordinance 
have to be revamped or abolished. The international bodies should monitor the HKSAR government 
and the HKPF to follow the internationally recognized human rights standards. The people of Hong 
Kong should be equipped with relevant knowledge of international human rights standards and 
empowered politically to ensure they have a say in the process so that actual changes can be made. It is 
in this context that popular elections for both the Legislative Council and the Chief Executive are 
imperative. 
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Appendix: , 


Sample Cases 


355.This section contains discussions on the representative cases that allow us to have a better 
understanding of how to follow up the cases of HKPF misconducts in the LOLE and IHRL frameworks. 
Thus, the research of these cases is not exhaustive, and some of the cases are by no means “serious” in 
the sense of damage caused (physical and mental). However, they can be used as case studies for follow 


up actions in local and international settings. 


Case 1: Firing tear gas into a peaceful assembly 


356. On 12 June, when HKPF officers were trying to disperse the protesters near the Legislative Council 
complex, they also dispersed a peaceful assembly near Citic Tower. Tear gas canisters were shot into the 
middle of the crowd, and the protesters were not given enough time and space to disperse.®°° At that 
time, this crowd was attending a peaceful sit-in without engaging in violent action, and many of the 
participants were not equipped with any protective gear. The HKPF’s decision to disperse the sit-in 
near the Citic Tower was a disproportionate and unnecessary use of force as the crowd was not 
engaging in any violent action, even though a number of individuals might be holding items that could 
be viewed as weapons. Even if it was deemed necessary to disperse, adequate warning and enough time 
should be given to the crowd to disperse. A clear route to leave the scene should also be given. The 
medical post there should also be given adequate time to relocate. The HKPF should maintain effective 
communication with the protesters. During the dispersal, excessive and disproportionate use of force 
was used, especially baton, tear gas, and LL ammunitions. The forceful dispersal not only potentially 
violated international law and standards but also led to a political disaster that had international 


ramifications. 
357.Relevant LOLE and IHRL in this case are as follows: 
¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
¢ Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 
e Article 19 (restriction of the freedom of expression) 
e Article 21 (restrictions on peaceful assemblies) 


¢ Article 25 (restriction of the right of political participation) 
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Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 


Articles 2, 3, 5, 6 


Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


Principles 1, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14 
Responsibility of the HKPF; Principles 18-20 


International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 


General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 
Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 7 
The use of force; Paragraphs 1-11 

Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 5-12 

States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 


Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3-4, 6-11, 13 


UNHRC Resolution 25/38 on 11 April 2014 


Recognizing also that any such restrictions [on peaceful assembly] must be based in law, in 
accordance with States’ obligations under applicable international human rights instruments and 
subject to a competent, independent, impartial and prompt administrative or judicial review, 


Recalling that States have the primary responsibility for the promotion and protection of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, including in the context of peaceful protests, and to ensure 
that national legislation, policies and practices, as the national framework for the exercise of the 
rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and of association, are in compliance with 
international human rights law, 


Acknowledging that peaceful protests can occur in all societies, including protests that are 
spontaneous, simultaneous, unauthorized or restricted, 


Acknowledging also that participation in peaceful protests can be an important form of exercising 
the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression, of association and of participation in 
the conduct of public affairs, 

Stressing therefore that everyone must be able to express their grievances or aspirations in a 
peaceful manner, including through public protests, without fear of reprisals or of being 
intimidated, harassed, injured, sexually assaulted, beaten, arbitrarily arrested and detained, 
tortured, killed or subjected to enforced disappearance, 

Recalling that isolated acts of violence committed by others in the course of a protest do not 
deprive peaceful individuals of their rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and of 


association, 


Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the Use 
of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


And Paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 17 
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¢ UNHRC Resolution 31/37 on 24 March 2016 
¢ Paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4,5 
* Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 
¢ Paragraphs 7, 8, 9, 13, 14-16, 31-33, 37-42, 50-54, 57-63, 65, 68-71 
¢ In particular Paragraphs 9, 50-54, 57-62, 65 
* General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 
¢ Paragraphs 1, 18, 23, 26-29, 34, 85-91, 95-99 


Case 2: Plainclothes/Undercover HKPF officer sitting on arrested teenage female student 


358.On 4 December, a group of teenage protesters (aged 14-15) launched a flash protest near Ma Tau Wai 
Road at To Kwa Wan at around 0715. They wrote protest slogans on the pavement and, according to 
the HKPFE, tried to set up a roadblock. A number of plainclothes HKPF officers in black bloc arrested 
one of the student protesters. As men and women in black armed with extendable baton tried to grab 
several teenagers on the street, a man tried to help a teenage girl who was being assaulted (arrested) in 
the chaos. He was arrested and later accused of assaulting a police officer. An officer then sat on the 
arrested female student for an unspecified duration. The picture of a student being sat on by an HKPF 
officer led to public outrage®’. According to local news, the three student protesters had not posed any 
physical threat to the general public and the HKPF officers. The plainclothes officers did not issue 
warning to the student protesters and arrested them like ordinary criminals. Although it was possible 
that the female student was trying to escape, and there was an attempt to prevent the HKPF from 
arresting her, the HKPF officer used excessive and disproportionate force by sitting on her. It was also 
humiliating and could cause long term psychological harm to the teenage student, who was protected 
by international law that are related to children’s rights. The action possibly contravened a number of 
LOLE and IHRL, as well as international law protecting children from bodily and psychological harm. 
Moreover, the HKPF that allowed the officer to sat on her also potentially violated LOLE and IHRL, as 
it failed to train its officers to handle this kind of situation and inform them of the latest human rights 
standards. 


359.Relevant LOLE and IHRL in this case are as follows: 
¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
¢ Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 
¢ Article 19 (restriction of the freedom of expression) 
¢ Article 21 (restrictions on peaceful assemblies) 
¢ Article 25 (restriction of the right of political participation) 
¢ The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
¢ Articles 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 19, 27, 37, 40 
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Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 


Articles 2, 3, 5 


Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


Principles 4, 5, 8, 13 
Responsibility of the HKPF; Principles 18-20 


International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 


General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 

Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1-3, 5, 7 
Policing in Democracies; Paragraphs 1-2, 6-8 
Non-Discrimination in Law Enforcement; Paragraphs 1-6 
Police Investigations; Paragraphs 2, 4 

Arrest; Paragraphs 1-4 

After the use of firearms; Paragraph 1-4 

Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 1-14, 16 

States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 

Protection of Juveniles; Paragraphs 1-3, 10, 13 
The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-8 


Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 7-8, 10, 13 


UNHRC Resolution 25/38 on 11 April 2014 


Recalling that States have the primary responsibility for the promotion and protection of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, including in the context of peaceful protests, and to ensure 
that national legislation, policies and practices, as the national framework for the exercise of the 
rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and of association, are in compliance with 
international human rights law, 


Acknowledging that peaceful protests can occur in all societies, including protests that are 
spontaneous, simultaneous, unauthorized or restricted, 


Acknowledging also that participation in peaceful protests can be an important form of 
exercising the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression, of association and of 
participation in the conduct of public affairs, 


Stressing therefore that everyone must be able to express their grievances or aspirations in a 
peaceful manner, including through public protests, without fear of reprisals or of being 
intimidated, harassed, injured, sexually assaulted, beaten, arbitrarily arrested and detained, 
tortured, killed or subjected to enforced disappearance, 


Expressing its concern also at the criminalization, in all parts of the world, of individuals and 
groups for having organized or taken part in peaceful protests, 
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* Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the Use 


of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 
e And Paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10 
¢ UNHRC Resolution 31/37 on 24 March 2016 
¢ Paragraphs 1, 2 
¢ Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 


¢ Paragraphs 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 18, 20, 21, 23, 25, 32, 33, 41-45, 46, 48, 50-52, 57-59, 65, 
68-71. 


¢ General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 


¢ Paragraphs 1, 5-9, 11, 16-19, 49, 50, 55-56, 81, 89-91, 99, 103 


Case 3: HKPF senior officer threatened long jail to non-violent protesters 


360.In the evening of 15 August, during a non-violent public assembly near the Ma On Shan Police Station, 
one HKPF CIP later identified by pro-PRC media as a member of the Police Negotiation Cadre (according 
to media report), used a loud-speaker to threaten non-violent protesters in a soft voice with long jail 
terms for participating in the protest, with other HKPF officers pointing individual protesters with laser 
lights. The protesters also pointed laser beams at the police station and the CIP when he talked. 


361.According to the video clip uploaded by the HKPE, the CIP singled out individual protesters (he did not 
specify the reason) and suggested that by staying outside the police station, the protesters would face 
“25-years of jail” and they should “think of their parents”. The legal rationale behind directing that 
“warning (threat)” to that individual who had not engaged in violent acts was not explained by that CIP 
(What had he done to warrant 25 years of jail? Was he trying to perpetrate actions that would inflict 
serious harm against people and property?) 8. 


362.At that time, the crowd gathered near the gate of the police station had not obtained the NNO. They 
shouted profanities against the police, but were not engaging in violent act, or were blocking the traffic of 


the nearby roads. 


363.The legal basis of “25 years of jail” was apparently Cap. 245, which the HKPF used repeatedly against all 
forms of protests. However, threatening 25 years of jail for protesters not engaging in any violent actions 
was excessive and arbitrary and contravened IHRL and standards. The intent of the CIP to intimidate non- 


violent protesters through threat was also unlawful. 


364.Curiously, the action was seen by the HKPF as an example of good practice in policing. The CIP who did 
that was hailed as a hero (perhaps in contrast to other HKPF officers who resorted to excessive force?) by 
the PPRB (which uploaded the video on the Facebook of the HKPF) who exercised “restraint” and “a 
human touch,” and even titled the threat as “a passionate conversation amidst laser beams”. Pro-PRC 
media also praised the CIP who also thanked his colleagues who “provided him with wisdom,” hinting 
that the threat might not be an impromptu one but a collective product of his team. 
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365.Although the CIP in question was probably unaware of the potential breaches of LOLE and IHRL, he 
should also be responsible for his actions because IHRL was customary international law and is 
expected to be followed by the states, let alone the fact that PRC was a signatory of the ICCPR and that 
the Bill of Rights of HKSAR was based on ICCPR. The tone the CIP used to deliver his threat, which 
the HKPF praised, is irrelevant here; a death threat made in a soft voice is a death threat. The HKPF 
that had not equipped the CIP with the relevant LOLE and IHRL knowledge and praised him for 
making such a threat also potentially violated the principle of precaution. 


366.Relevant LOLE and IHRL in this case are as follows: 
¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
¢ Article 19 (restriction of the freedom of expression) 
¢ Article 21 (restrictions on peaceful assemblies) 
¢ Article 25 (restriction of the right of political participation) 
* Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 
e Articles 2,5 
¢ International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 
* General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 
¢ Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1-3, 5, 7 
* Policing in Democracies; Paragraphs 1-2, 6-8 
¢ Non-Discrimination in Law Enforcement; Paragraphs 1-6 
¢ Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 1-14, 16 
¢ States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 
¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 7-8, 10, 13 
* UNHRC Resolution 25/38 on 11 April 2014 


¢ Recalling that States have the primary responsibility for the promotion and protection of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, including in the context of peaceful protests, and to ensure 
that national legislation, policies and practices, as the national framework for the exercise of the 
rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and of association, are in compliance with 
international human rights law, 


¢ Acknowledging that peaceful protests can occur in all societies, including protests that are 
spontaneous, simultaneous, unauthorized or restricted, 


¢ Acknowledging also that participation in peaceful protests can be an important form of 
exercising the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression, of association and of 
participation in the conduct of public affairs, 
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¢ Stressing therefore that everyone must be able to express their grievances or aspirations in a 
peaceful manner, including through public protests, without fear of reprisals or of being 
intimidated, harassed, injured, sexually assaulted, beaten, arbitrarily arrested and detained, 


tortured, killed or subjected to enforced disappearance, 


e Expressing its concern also at the criminalization, in all parts of the world, of individuals and 


groups for having organized or taken part in peaceful protests, 


* Recalling that isolated acts of violence committed by others in the course of a protest do not 
deprive peaceful individuals of their rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and of 
association, 


° Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the Use 
of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


e And Paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 
* UNHRC Resolution 31/37 on 24 March 2016 
¢ Paragraphs 1, 2,5 
¢ Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 
¢ Paragraphs 9, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 21, 23, 27, 29, 30, 32-33, 38-39, 41-42, 48 
¢ Particularly Paragraphs 27, 30, 38, 48, 76 
* General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 
e Paragraphs 4-9, 23, 36, 45-50, 53, 55, 70, 72, 76, 79, 81, 85-86, 90 


Case 4: Raptor Unit firing LL weapon and charging down escalator®59 


367.On 11 August, large scale protests broke out in Kowloon and on Hong Kong Island. Protesters then tried 
to set up roadblocks in different parts of the city, including the roads near Tai Koo MTR Station. At 
around 2245, a number of uniformed riot police and Raptor officers suddenly rushed towards the C Exit 
of Tai Koo MTR Station that consisted of a pair of escalators (both stopped). A crowd of around 50 non- 
violent protesters was seen moving down the escalators into the station when the HKPF officers rushed 
in, apparently without warning and time for the crowd to disperse (which was dispersing anyway). One 
Raptor officer pulled the backpack of a protester who was trying to leave and posed no threat to him, 
then stepped back for one meter and fired pepper balls at him and those around. A group of four HKPF 
officers used batons to beat a subdued protester who had no helmet. Another riot police officer was seen 
repeatedly used his baton to beat the hand of a subdued protester against the railing of the escalator, 
with other riot police officers beating him/her with batons. The riot police attempted to charge down 
the left escalator and almost led to a stampede, only to be stopped by a male protester who did not let 
go. He was beaten with batons and then arrested. At least one unarmed protester (who had lost his 
helmet) was kicked/thrown down the escalator by riot police®*!. Throughout the action, the HKPF 
officers made no attempts to identify the person who engaged in violent activities (so as to warrant his/ 
her arrest)®®2. It should be noted that none of the HKPF officers were seen with clear markings on them 


to be identified individually. 
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368.As seen from existing visual evidence, the protesters were not perpetrating violent acts when they 
were caught up in the escalator. Some of these protesters participated in the setting up of roadblocks, 
but that did not justify the level of force used by the HKPE When the HKPF officers approached the 
crowd, almost all of the latter turned back and tried to go down, and none were seen using life- 
threatening weapons to resist the assault of the HKPF personnel, including those who were to be 
arrested. One man was seen trying to block the way of the HKPF officers’ advance along the escalator 
and prevent a stampede by holding the railing with both hands; thus, he too was not actively resisting 
the assault. 


369.The shocking video shows just how HKPF officers used indiscriminate, excessive, and 
disproportionate force to deal with the protesters. First, while some of the protesters might have 
participated in setting up the roadblocks, such action did not warrant dispersal by the level of force 
used. Before launching the assault, the HKPF officers had not identified themselves, issued warning, or 
communicated with the protesters. Even if a warning was issued, not enough time was given to the 
protesters who were dispersing from the escalator. When the HKPF officers charged in, excessive force 
was used, such as hitting the head with batons and firing pepperballs at point-blank range. Those who 
were subdued were still being beaten by batons. The wounded had not received immediate medical 
assistance but were sent to police vehicles. 


370.Relevant LOLE and IHRL in this case are as follows: 

¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
¢ Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 
¢ Article 19 (restriction of the freedom of expression) 
¢ Article 21 (restrictions on peaceful assemblies) 
¢ Article 25 (restriction of the right of political participation) 

¢ Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 
e Articles 1, 2, 3,5 

¢ Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 
¢ Principles 3, 4,5, 8,9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15 
¢ Responsibility of the HKPF: Paragraphs 18-20 

¢ International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 
* General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 
¢ Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraph 7 
¢ The use of force; Paragraphs 1-11 
¢ Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 5-12 
¢ States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 


* Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3-4, 6-11, 13 
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UNHRC Resolution 25/38 on 11 April 2014 


Recognizing also that any such restrictions [on peaceful assembly] must be based in law, in 
accordance with States’ obligations under applicable international human rights instruments 
and subject to a competent, independent, impartial and prompt administrative or judicial 
review, 


Recalling that States have the primary responsibility for the promotion and protection of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, including in the context of peaceful protests, and to ensure 
that national legislation, policies and practices, as the national framework for the exercise of the 
rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and of association, are in compliance with 
international human rights law, 


Acknowledging that peaceful protests can occur in all societies, including protests that are 
spontaneous, simultaneous, unauthorized or restricted, 


Acknowledging also that participation in peaceful protests can be an important form of 
exercising the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression, of association and of 
participation in the conduct of public affairs, 


Stressing therefore that everyone must be able to express their grievances or aspirations in a 
peaceful manner, including through public protests, without fear of reprisals or of being 
intimidated, harassed, injured, sexually assaulted, beaten, arbitrarily arrested and detained, 
tortured, killed or subjected to enforced disappearance, 


Expressing its concern also at the criminalization, in all parts of the world, of individuals and 
groups for having organized or taken part in peaceful protests, 


Recalling that isolated acts of violence committed by others in the course of a protest do not 
deprive peaceful individuals of their rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and of 
association, 

Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the 
Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


And Paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11 


UNHRC Resolution 31/37 on 24 March 2016 


Paragraphs 1- 5 


Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 


Paragraphs 9, 13, 14, 18-20, 50-55, 57-63, 65 


General Comment 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 


Paragraphs 1, 11, 49-50, 85-87, 89-91, 93, 97-100 
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Case 5: Riot police beat up unarmed and unmasked onlooker/protester who criticized the HKPF 


371.At 2300 on 2 September, a man criticized a group of HKPF officers across the road at the crossroad of 
Prince Edward Road and Boundary Road. He exclaimed, “Sir, I think you dropped something; your 
conscience!”. He was chased down by several HKPF officers who used batons to hit his head and kicked 
him multiple times. Because of the attack, his head was seen bleeding®®. 


372.He was then detained by another group of HKPF officers, who claimed that the man could launch a 
formal complaint to CAPO. He was asked to “calm down (could be a subtle threat against anyone 
under police detention as HKPF officers could then charge them for assaulting a police officer)” and 
was also threatened to be charged for “unlawful assembly” even though he was alone. He was still 
arrested and brought into a police van. Throughout this incident, the HKPF had not provided any 
medical assistance to the man. 

373.When being asked by reporters about the incident, the HKPF officer who made the arrest accused the 
reporter of “speaking profanities against him (not an offense in Hong Kong and under international 
law)” and refused to communicate. 

374.Whether the man was a protester or an angry onlooker was not clear. Superficial evidence suggests 
that he wasn’t; he was wearing a white T-shirt, and he had no protective gear and tools with him (usual 
equipment for more violent protesters) when he was detained and arrested. What is clear was that the 
man posed no physical threat to the HKPF officers and did not appear to be violent. 

375.At that time, the HKPF had not declared the area a riot zone so there were still some passerby and 
onlookers around. The HKPF was trying to disperse protesters who were setting up roadblocks, but 
they were not in the immediate area where the incident took place. Even so, if the HKPF had declared 
the area as a riot zone (which it did not), the declaration did not deprive the people in the zone from 
enjoying basic human rights, including those who participate in violent action, let alone the man who 
was attacked in this case. This made the use of force by the HKPF personnel involved in this case 
excessive, disproportionate, arbitrary, and thus unlawful. 

376.Relevant LOLE and IHRL in this case are as follows: 
¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

¢ Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 
¢ Article 19 (restriction of the freedom of expression) 
¢ Article 21 (restrictions on peaceful assemblies) 
¢ Article 25 (restriction of the right of political participation) 
* Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 
e Articles 1, 2, 3,5 
¢ Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


¢ Principles 3, 4,5, 7,8, 12, 13, 15 
¢ Responsibility of the HKPF; Paragraphs 18-20 
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¢ International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 


General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 
Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraph 7 
The use of force; Paragraphs 1-11 

Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 5-12 

States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 


Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3-4, 6-11, 13 


* UNHRC Resolution 25/38 on 11 April 2014 


Acknowledging that peaceful protests can occur in all societies, including protests that are 
spontaneous, simultaneous, unauthorized or restricted, 


Recalling that isolated acts of violence committed by others in the course of a protest do not 
deprive peaceful individuals of their rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and of 
association, 

Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the Use of 
Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


And Paragraphs 5, 9, 10 


¢ UNHRC Resolution 31/37 on 24 March 2016 


Paragraphs 1-5 


¢ Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 


Paragraphs 9, 14, 18, 20, 29, 31-33, 38, 45-46, 50-51, 57-59, 65 


* General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 


Paragraphs 10, 15, 55, 76, 86, 89-91, 99 


Case 6: Riot police detain a couple who posed no threat while leaving a wailing child alone 


377.On the evening of 7 October, when a group of riot police was dispersing an assembly at Tseung Kwan O, 
several riot police officers surrounded a couple for an unspecified reason, leaving a wailing child standing 
alone. The scene was captured by the pro-PRC TVB and was later removed®4. Such action was excessive, 
unnecessary, and disproportionate, and might have caused long term psychological harm on the child, who 
was protected by international law concerning children’s rights. 


378.Relevant LOLE and IHRL in this case are as follows: 


¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 


Article 12 (restriction in movement) 
Article 19 (restriction of the freedom of expression) 
Article 21 (restrictions on peaceful assemblies) 


Article 25 (restriction of the right of political participation) 
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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 

e Articles 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 19, 27, 37, 40 

Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 

e Articles 2, 3,5 

Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 
¢ Principle 13 

International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 
* General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 

¢ Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1, 3, 5, 7 

¢ Policing in Democracies; Paragraphs 1-2, 6-8 

* Non-Discrimination in Law Enforcement; Paragraphs 1-6 

* Police Investigations; Paragraphs 2, 4-6 

¢ Arrest; Paragraphs 1-3 

¢ Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 1-14, 16 

¢ States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 

¢ Protection of Juveniles; Paragraphs 1-3, 13 

¢ The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-3 

¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3, 13 

* Community Policing; Paragraph 1 

UNHRC Resolution 25/38 on 11 April 2014 


* Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the 
Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


¢ Paragraphs 6, 7, 17 

UNHRC Resolution 31/37 on 24 March 2016 

¢ Paragraph 2 

Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 

¢ Paragraphs 16, 41, 50 

General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 
¢ Paragraphs 5, 9 
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Case 7: HKPF officer pepper spraying reporters 


379.During the confused confrontation on 12 June, one HKPF officer was found pepper spraying a group of 
reporters from a hidden position above them without warning. At that time, a group of protesters was 
throwing debris and bricks towards a group of HKPF officers with riot gear such as helmets and 
shields, which was apparently trying to disperse the crowd but was outnumbered. One HKPF officer 
dressed in white shirt (SSGT or above rank) rushed forward for some ten meters from his group and 
pepper sprayed a group of standing men below him. The group of people down there consisted of 


reporters and protesters holding umbrellas. 


380.From the photo that captured the moment, he was aiming at the reporters who had clear 
identifications such as white helmets with the word “Press” written on. None of the reporters being 
pepper sprayed were facing at the direction of the HKPF officer who pepper sprayed them. They were 


holding cameras pointing to another direction, where the protesters stood®5. 


381.This curious action was captured by the video camera from another position and the whole action of 
the HKPF officer was being recorded®*®. Such use of force was likely be considered as arbitrary, 
excessive, and disproportionate. 


382.Relevant LOLE and IHRL in this case are as follows: 


¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 


Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 


¢ Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 


Articles 2, 3, 5 


¢ Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


Principles 4, 5, 8, 12, 13 


¢ International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 


General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 

Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1-3, 5, 7 

Policing in Democracies; Paragraphs 1-2, 6-8 
Non-Discrimination in Law Enforcement; Paragraphs 1-6 

The use of force; Paragraphs 1-11 

Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 1-14 

States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 

Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3-4, 6-11, 13 


Community Policing; Paragraph 1 
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¢ Resolution 25/38 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 11 April 2014 
¢ Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the 
Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 
¢ Also Paragraphs 2, 3,9, 10, 12, 13, 15 (for using LL weapons against journalists) 
¢ In particular Paragraphs 8, 18 
¢ Resolution 31/37 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 24 March 2016 
¢ Paragraphs 3, 5 (for using LL weapons against journalists) 
¢ Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 
¢ Paragraphs 9, 50-59, (for using LL weapons against journalists) 
¢ Paragraphs 68-72 
* General Comment No. 36 on Article 6 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 
¢ Paragraphs 23, 50-51, 55, 57-59, 61-63 
* General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 


¢ Paragraphs 34, 85, 86, 89-91, 97, 99 


Case 8: HKPF traffic police took hostage of unarmed protesters and then fired three shots at 
unarmed protesters®§7 


383.On 11 November, a single HKPF traffic police officer approached a group of around ten protesters who 
were trying to set up a road block outside the Sai Wan Ho market, where many passerby and onlookers 


were present. 


384.The traffic police officers (an SSGT), apparently highly excited, suddenly pulled his revolver and 
rushed into the crowd, grabbing the collar of one protester. He pulled the protester, apparently a 
teenager, towards the muzzle of his revolver, and then pointed the revolver to the rest of the group, 
using the protester as his shield. 


385.He then found himself surrounded by several unarmed protesters. One protester approached him with 
both hands opened (in a gesture showing he was not armed), but the SSGT fired a live round into the 
upper torso of the protester in less than one meter without warning, still holding the first in a 
“hostage” pose. After firing the first round, he let go of the first protester, who escaped, and fired two 
rounds at another protester who was hit in the leg. After shooting, he kneeled on the body of the 
wounded protester without any attempt to provide/find medical assistance and did not notify the 
incident to the incoming police officer, who dragged the wounded protester on the ground. The first 
protester lost a kidney and received a severe wound in the liver, but he recovered in two weeks. The 
use of force in this case was excessive, unnecessary, and disproportional. The HKPF commanders who 
failed to equip, train, and educate the officer violated the principle of precaution and should also be 
held responsible. 
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386.The PPRB found it so difficult to explain this case that its officers claimed that the wounded protester 
was trying to grab the gun from the officer. However, the wounded protester was only charged for 
unlawful assembly.°6§ The shooting, however, received praise from at least some of the HKPF officers. 
SSGT Lau Chak Kei, the one who pointed a shotgun at the public in July, said that the shooting was “of 
the international standard [of policing]”. An HKPF officer shouted to the public that “three rounds 
were not enough”. Another exclaimed “thanks for coming out to be shot by us.”669 


387.The shooting was apparently unnecessary, excessive, and disproportionate. Relevant LOLE and IHRL 
in this case are as follows: 


¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
¢ Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 
* Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 
e Articles 1, 2, 3,5 
¢ Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 
* Principles 4, 5, 8, 12-14 
¢ International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 
* General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 
¢ Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1-3, 5, 7 
¢ The use of force; Paragraphs 1-11 
¢ Permissible circumstances for the use of firearms 
¢ Procedures for the use of firearms 
¢ After the use of firearms; Paragraph 1-4 
¢ Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 1-14, 16 
¢ States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 
¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3-4, 6-11, 13 
* UNHRC Resolution 25/38 on 11 April 2014 


¢ Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the 
Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


¢ And Paragraphs 10, 17 
¢ UNHRC Resolution 31/37 on 24 March 2016 
¢ Paragraphs 2, 3 
* Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 
¢ Paragraphs 59, 60, 91 
* General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 


¢ Paragraphs 89, 91, 96, 98 
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Case 9: Mass arrest of volunteer doctors and first aid®7° 
388.During the siege of the PolyU, the HKPF announced that the protest at the PolyU would be declared a 
riot, and they would enter the campus by force. The HKPF also announced that a route would be open 
for non-protesters to leave. Some volunteer medical personnel left the campus through that route, but 
around 50 of them were arrested when they were trying to leave through that route after the first had 
left. 
389.According to photographic evidence, “at least 16 individuals sitting on the ground with their hands 
bound behind their backs with zip-cords: they are wearing high-visibility vests with descriptions of 
Doctor, Nurse, and EMT (emergency medical technician). These people were all arrested for taking part 
in a riot,” as Darren Mann, one of the volunteer doctors, described the event in the Lancet®7!. 
390.The HKPF suggested that as there were “rioters” who imposed as doctors and first aiders, it was 
necessary to arrest everyone “to confirm their identity”®72. However, as Darren Mann suggested, it was 
unlikely as “doctors were in possession of their Medical Council of Hong Kong registration details and 
identity cards”®73, 
391.When the medical volunteers were left/arrested, there were hundreds (estimated by Darren Mann as 
500) of protesters and injured inside the besieged campus, many of them were reluctant to seek help, 
fearing immediate arrest for rioting. Dr. Mann then contacted Red Cross and Médecins Sans Frontiéres 
(MSF), and the former “had decided that the situation amounted to a humanitarian crisis and self- 
initiated an intervention”. Later, the HKPF claimed that it invited the Red Cross personnel to the 
scene; Dr. Mann suggested that it was untrue®’4. 
392.The arrest of medical personnel was arbitrary and disproportionate, and the act of leaving the 
wounded inside the campus untreated also violated various rules. Relevant LOLE and IHRL in this case 
are as follows: 
¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
¢ Articles 6, 7 (using excessive force) 
¢ Article 12 (restriction in movement) 
¢ Article 21 (restrictions on peaceful assemblies) 
¢ Article 25 (restriction of the right of political participation) 
¢ Article 26 (discrimination in policing) 
* Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 
° Article 6 


¢ Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


¢ Principle 5, particularly 5(c) 
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¢ International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 
¢ General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 
¢ Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1-3, 5, 7 
¢ Policing in Democracies; Paragraphs 1-2, 8 
¢ Non-Discrimination in Law Enforcement; Paragraphs 1-6 
* Police Investigations; Paragraphs 2, 4 
¢ Arrest; Paragraphs 1-2 
¢ Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 1-14, 16 
¢ States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 
¢ The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-3 
¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3, 7-8, 13 
¢ Community Policing; Paragraph 1 
¢ Resolution 25/38 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 11 April 2014 


¢ Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the Use of 
Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 


¢ Also Paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 17 
¢ Resolution 31/37 adopted by the Human Rights Council on 24 March 2016 
¢ Paragraphs 3, 5 
¢ Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 
¢ Paragraphs 43- 45 
¢ General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 


¢ Paragraph 34 


Case 10: Searched uniformed students in MTR stations in an insulting manner®75 


393.During the rush hour in the morning of 13 November, uniformed students were seen being gathered 
and then ordered to lined up along the walls of the platforms of two MTR stations (Yau Tong and 
North Point). Along with the students were several young-looking men and women, who were not 
wearing protective gear or dressed in black. 


394.At that time, the Education Bureau was facing much pressure to suspend the schools because of the 
escalated confrontation between the protesters and the HKPF in many districts. As Chief Executive 
Carrie Lam refused to suspend the schools as it would “play into the hands of the rioters,” students 
were trying to go to school despite the disruptions in traffic. 


395.HKPF officers were seen carrying LL firearms (a Remington shotgun) and other LL weapons, such as 
pepper spray and baton. They searched the bags of the detainees and videoed their faces. It was 
reported that the HKPF officers shouted at the detainees. 
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396.At Yau Tong Station, a cordon line was set up, apparently to prevent the passenger on the other side to 
see what was happening. On the other hand, there was no such a line on one side (the side where the 
footage was taken), so passengers on that side might be able to see what was happening. Thus, the 
students and the young people were being searched in front of other passengers during the rush hour 
on some of the busiest platforms of the MTR, as both Yau Tong and North Point were transfer points 
between Hong Kong Island and Kowloon. 


397.From the footage, none of the uniformed students had any protest gear such as helmet or gas masks. 
It is possible that the HKPF was trying to prevent protesters (who could deliberately not dress like a 
protester) from disrupting the running of the trains. 


398.However, this was not a justifiable reason for the HKPF to subject these students and young people to 
a humiliating search, let alone the display of force and the use of threatening attitude, as some (or 
many, or most, or all) of these people could be innocent citizens who were trying to go to school or 
work (who might even support the HKPF and/or the HKSAR government). The treatment of those 
who were under 18 was also problematic, even if they were protesters. In all, the actions were arbitrary, 
excessive, and disproportional, and potentially violated international law and standards. 


399.Relevant LOLE and IHRL in this case are as follows: 

¢ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
¢ Article 21 (restrictions on peaceful assemblies) 
¢ Article 25 (restriction of the right of political participation) 
¢ Article 26 (discrimination in policing) 

* Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 
¢ Article 2 

¢ International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 
* General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 
¢ Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1-3, 5, 7 
¢ Policing in Democracies; Paragraphs 1-2, 6-8 
¢ Non-Discrimination in Law Enforcement; Paragraphs 1-6 
* Police Investigations; Paragraphs 2, 4 
¢ Arrest; Paragraph 2 
¢ Civil Disorder; Paragraphs 1-14, 16 
¢ States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 
¢ Protection of Juveniles; Paragraphs 1-3 
¢ The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-3 


¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3, 7-8, 13 
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¢ UNHRC Resolution 25/38 on 11 April 2014 


Recognizing that, pursuant to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression 
and of association are human rights guaranteed to all, while their exercise may be subject to 
certain restrictions, in accordance with States’ obligations under applicable international human 
rights instruments, 


Recalling that States have the primary responsibility for the promotion and protection of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, including in the context of peaceful protests, and to ensure 
that national legislation, policies and practices, as the national framework for the exercise of the 
rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and of association, are in compliance with 
international human rights law, 


Acknowledging that peaceful protests can occur in all societies, including protests that are 
spontaneous, simultaneous, unauthorized or restricted, 


Acknowledging also that participation in peaceful protests can be an important form of 
exercising the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression, of association and of 
participation in the conduct of public affairs, 

Stressing therefore that everyone must be able to express their grievances or aspirations in a 
peaceful manner, including through public protests, without fear of reprisals or of being 
intimidated, harassed, injured, sexually assaulted, beaten, arbitrarily arrested and detained, 
tortured, killed or subjected to enforced disappearance, 


Expressing its concern also at the criminalization, in all parts of the world, of individuals and 
groups for having organized or taken part in peaceful protests, 


And Paragraph 17 


¢ Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 


Paragraphs 8, 43, 50, 73, 76 


* General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 


Paragraphs 9, 29, 70-72, 93-94, 105 


Case 11: Using Cap. 228 to Arrest Street-art Posters 


400.In the early morning of 20 December, a group of HKPF officers arrested four people for sticking Post- 
its on a wall at Yau Ma Tei; the HKPF claimed that the four were suspected of breaching Article 17 of 


Cap. 228 “possession of... other instrument fit for unlawful purposes”. 


401.It was reported that when the group of four was posting Post-it to create protest-related wall art, a 


citizen called the HKPE which send a group of police to search for the group. They were eventually 
found and arrested. The HKPF claimed that they found clinical masks, spray paint, and Post-its. 
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402.Given the fact that the HKPF often let go of people who held weapons in front of them, the arrest 


could easily be interpreted as a move to silence and intimidate even the most peaceful of the 


protesters. Such action not only gave bad press and led to escalation but also potentially breached the 
following LOLE and IHRL: 


International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

e Article 12 (restriction in movement) 

¢ Article 26 (discrimination in policing) 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
¢ Articles 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 19, 27, 37, 40 

Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials 

e Articles 2, 3,5 

International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement 
* General Principles; Paragraphs 1-3 

¢ Ethical and Legal Conduct; Paragraphs 1-3, 5, 7 

* Policing in Democracies; Paragraphs 1-2, 6-8 

* Non-Discrimination in Law Enforcement; Paragraphs 1-6 

* Police Investigations; Paragraphs 2, 4 

¢ Arrest; Paragraphs 1-2 

¢ States of Emergency; Paragraphs 3-7 

¢ The Human Rights of Women; Paragraphs 1-3 

¢ Police Command and Management; Paragraphs 1, 3, 7-8, 13 
* Community Policing; Paragraph 1 

UNHRC Resolution 25/38 on 11 April 2014 


¢ Recalling that States have the primary responsibility for the promotion and protection of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, including in the context of peaceful protests, and to ensure 
that national legislation, policies and practices, as the national framework for the exercise of the 
rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and of association, are in compliance with 
international human rights law, 


¢ Acknowledging that peaceful protests can occur in all societies, including protests that are 
spontaneous, simultaneous, unauthorized or restricted, 
¢ Acknowledging also that participation in peaceful protests can be an important form of 


exercising the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression, of association and of 
participation in the conduct of public affairs, 
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¢ Stressing therefore that everyone must be able to express their grievances or aspirations in a 
peaceful manner, including through public protests, without fear of reprisals or of being 
intimidated, harassed, injured, sexually assaulted, beaten, arbitrarily arrested and detained, 
tortured, killed or subjected to enforced disappearance, 


¢ Expressing its concern also at the criminalization, in all parts of the world, of individuals and 
groups for having organized or taken part in peaceful protests, 


¢ And Paragraphs 2, 3, 4,5, 10 
¢ Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 
¢ Paragraphs 7, 11, 14, 18-19, 29-34, 45, 48 
¢ Particularly Paragraphs 7, 11, 45 
* General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 


¢ Paragraphs 9, 36, 55, 68, 90 
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Appendix II: 
Key Statistics” 


From 9 June to 15 January 2019, the HKPF: 
made / ,0 19 Protest-related arrests; 

fired 1 6 live rounds; 

more than 10 ,008 rubber bullets; 

more than 15 ,969 tear gas canisters; 
more than 1,999 bean bag rounds; 

more than l, 852 sponge rounds; 


more than 2,600 were wounded, of which 520 were HKPF 


members; 


1,092 were charged by the Hong Kong Government for various 


Protest-related activities, 547 for rioting; 


More than 1,300 cases received by IPCC; 


O HKPF officers were charged by for misconduct 


<— 


~ Appen 


> x . 
Ete eT 
f Va i > Gy > 


dix I: 


\ 


ong Kong Polic 


Name 


Smith and Wesson . 
38 


Glock 17 


Sig Sauers P250c 


12-gauge Remington 
M870 
SIG MPX 


Heckler & Koch 


MP5 


SIG516 


AR-15 


Heckler & Koch G36 


Colt M16A1/A2 


Accuracy 
Internationalization 
AX 338 


Source: FactWire: 


Type 


Revolver 


Semi-automatic 
pistol 


Semi-automatic 
pistol 


Pump Action 
Shotgun 
Machine-pistol/ 
submachine gun 


Machine-pistol/ 


submachine gun 


Semi-automatic rifle 


Semi-automatic rifle 


Assault rifle 


Assault rifle 


Bolt-action sniper 
rifle 


Manufacturer 


Smith and Wesson 


Glock 


SIG Sauer 


Remington 


SIG Sauer 


Heckler & Koch 


SIG Sauer 


ArmaLite 


Heckler & Koch 


Colt 


Accuracy 
International 


Specifications 


Caliber: 9mm 

Effective Range: 40m 

Muzzle velocity: ~300m/s 
Chamber: 6 rounds 

Cartridge: Smith and Wesson .38 Special Jacketed 
Hollow Point 

Caliber: 9mm 

Effective Range: 50m 

Muzzle velocity: 370m/s 
Magazine: 17 rounds 

Cartridge: 9x19mm Parabellum 
Caliber: 9mm 

Effective Range: ~50m 

Magazine: 17 rounds 

Cartridge: 9x19mm Parabellum 
Caliber: 12 gauge 

Cartridge: 12-gauge shotgun shells 


Caliber: 5.56 

Effective Range: ~50-75m 
Magazine: 10-30 rounds 
Cartridge: 5.56x45mm NATO 
Caliber: 9mm 

Effective Range: 200m 
Magazine: 15-30 rounds 
Cartridge: 9x19mm Parabellum 
Caliber: 5.56 

Effective Range: ~500m 
Magazine: 10-30 rounds 


Cartridge: 5.56x45mm NATO 
Caliber: 5.56 


Effective Range: ~500m 
Magazine: 10-30 rounds 


Cartridge: 5.56x45mm NATO 
Caliber: 5.56 


Effective Range: ~500m 
Magazine: 30 rounds 
Cartridge: 5.56 x45mm NATO 
Caliber: 5.56 

Effective Range: ~550m 
Magazine: 20-30 rounds 
Cartridge: 5.56x45mm NATO 
Caliber: 7.62 

Effective Range: ~800m 
Magazine: 10 rounds 
Cartridge: 7.62 x51mm NATO 


https://www.facebook.com/factwire/photos/pcb. 1296364337237284/1296363483904036/?type=3 &theater 
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Less-lethal Ammunitions 


Name Type 
MP-40-R3 Rubber bullet 
ALS1202 Rubber Rubber bullet 
Fin Rocket 


CTS 12ga Model 
2581 Super-Sock 


Bean-bag round 


ALS4006D REACT Sponge grenade 

Round 

CTS 40mm Indoor Barricade 
Penetrators 

VXR LIVE-X Pepper pellet 

LIVE-X Pepper pellet 


Manufacturer 


Nonlethal 
Technologies 


AmtTec Less Lethal 
Systems 


Combined Tactical 
Systems 


AmtTec Less Lethal 
Systems 


Combined Tactical 
Systems 


Pepperball 


Pepperball 


Specifications 


Diameter: 40mm 

Effective Range: ~45m 
Projectiles: Hard Rubber Batons 
Projectile Quantity: 3 
Projectile Weight: 29g (each) 
Diameter: 12-gauge 
Effective Range: ~40m 
Projectiles: Rubber Bullet 
Projectile Quantity: 1 
Projectile Weight: 9g (each) 
Diameter: 12-gauge 
Effective Range: ~20m 
Projectiles: Bean-bag round 
Projectile Quantity: 1 
Projectile Weight: 40g 
Diameter: 40mm 

Effective Range: ~37m 
Projectiles: Sponge grenade 
Projectile Quantity: 1 
Projectile Weight: 30g 
Diameter: 40mm 

Effective Range: ~45m 
Can hold CN, CS, and OC 
Caliber: 0.68 x .72 

Weight: 3.4g 

Payload: 2.5¢ 

Velocity: 280-425 fps 
Kinetic: 12-28 j 

Direct impact: 150 ft 
Formula: 2.5% PAVA Powder 
Caliber: 0.68 x .72 

Weight: 3g 

Payload: 2.5¢ 

Velocity: 280-350 fps 
Kinetic: 12-15 j 

Direct impact: 60 ft 
Formula: 5% pava powder 
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Less-lethal Ammunitions Launchers 


Name 


Full Tactical Carbine 
(FTC) 


Variable Kinetic 
System (VKS) 


12-gauge Remington 


870 


Federal L-5 Gas Riot 
Gun 


ARWEN 37 


AM640-Non-Lethal 
Launcher 


CQB South ALS 
Tactical Launcher 


Penn Arms launcher 


Type 
Pepper ball gun 


Pepper ball gun 


Pump Action 
Shotgun 


Single-barrel 37mm 
Launcher 


Multi (5)-barrel 
37mm Launcher 


Single-barrel 40mm 
Launcher 


Single-barrel 40mm 
Launcher 


Single-barrel 40mm 
Launcher 


Manufacturer 


Tipperman/ 
Pepperball 


Pepperball 


Remington 


Federal 


Royal Small Arms 
Factory (Police 
Ordnance Company 
Inc. from 2001; 
producer of those in 
HK unknown) 
Condor 


CQB 


Penn Arms — 
Combined Tactical 
Systems 


Specifications 


Caliber: .68 


Action: Semi-automatic 


Power: 3000 PSI HPA 


Caliber: .68 


Action: Semi-automatic 


Power: undisclosed 


Caliber: 12-gauge 
Action: Pump action 


Caliber: 37mm 


Caliber: 37mm 


Caliber: 40mm 


Caliber: 40mm 


Caliber: 40mm 
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Other Less-lethal weapons 


Name 
Riot Truncheon 


18-inch PPCT 
Phoenix Extendable 
Baton 


21-inch ASP 
Extendable Baton 


Sabre Red Pepper 
Spray Mk 3 & Mk 9 


RMG Curd’S Police 
RSG 400 


Water Jet Pack 


Acebeam W30 


MK13 


Long Range 
Acoustic Device 


Water Cannon 


Type 
Baton 


Baton 


Baton 


Pepper spray 


Pepper spray 


Water pepper spray 


Laser Device 


Sound & Flash 
grenade 


Sound cannon 


Water cannon truck 


Manufacturer 
Various 


PPC.T. Management 
Systems (now 
KNRControl) 


Armament Systems 
and Procedures, Inc. 


Sabre 


IDC System AG 


Unknown 


Acebeam 


American 
Rheinmetall 
Munition 


Genasys 


Daimler-Benz 
(carriage) 

Water cannon 
reportedly made in 
France 


Specifications 
Wooden or plastic truncheon 


18-inch steel extendable baton 


21-inch steel extendable baton 


Content: Oleoresin Capsicum (OC) 
Range: ~5.5m (Mk 3); ~9 (Mk 9 


Content: Oleoresin Capsicum (OC) 
Range: not disclosed 


Content: Water-OC compound 
Range: unknown 
Used by Raptor Unit 


Brightness: 500 Lumens. 
Throw: 2408m (7,900ft) 


Net explosive weight: approx. 3.5¢ 
Grenade weight: approx. 355¢ 

Fuze delay time: approx. 1.5sec 
Sound intensity (@ 2m/6ft.): approx. 
170dB/0.92psi 

Flash intensity (candela): approx. 3 
million 


No specifications released 


No specifications released 
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Tear Gas 


Name 


N225 Rubber 
Bursting CS 
Grenade$77 


MP-6M5-CS678 


Skat Shell 37 mm 
CS Round 


Jing An KF-302-20 


NFO1 38mm CS 
Smoke Projectile 


Type 


Bursting CS 
Grenade 


Multi-Smoke 
Projectile 


Multi-Smoke 
Projectile 


Bursting CS 
Grenade 


Multi-Smoke 
Projectile 


Manufacturer 


Chemring Group 


NonLethal 
Technologies 


Defense Technology 


Unknown 


Norinco 


Specifications 


Overall Weight: ~550g 
Chemical Weight: ~470g 
Maximum Range: ~25-30m 
Radius: ~15m 

Canisters: 23 


Overall Weight: 225g 
Net Irritant Agent: 26g 
Maximum Range: ~80m 
Canisters: 5 


Net Irritant Agent: 40.5g (6.5g OC, 
34g CS) 

Maximum Range: ~90m 
Canisters: 5 


No specifications released 
Canisters: 20 


No specifications released 
Canisters: 3 
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Appendix IV: 


Sections of LOLE and IHRL Dog i rit 
Relevantto the 2019-2020 Prote | 


LT 


¢ UNHRC Resolution 25/38 adopted on 11 April 2014 


Recognizing also that any such restrictions [on peaceful assembly] must be based in law, in 
accordance with States’ obligations under applicable international human rights instruments 
and subject to a competent, independent, impartial and prompt administrative or judicial 


review, 


Recalling that States have the primary responsibility for the promotion and protection of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms, including in the context of peaceful protests, and to ensure 
that national legislation, policies and practices, as the national framework for the exercise of the 
rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and of association, are in compliance with 
international human rights law, 


Acknowledging that peaceful protests can occur in all societies, including protests that are 
spontaneous, simultaneous, unauthorized or restricted, 


Acknowledging also that participation in peaceful protests can be an important form of 
exercising the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression, of association and of 


participation in the conduct of public affairs, 


Stressing therefore that everyone must be able to express their grievances or aspirations in a 
peaceful manner, including through public protests, without fear of reprisals or of being 
intimidated, harassed, injured, sexually assaulted, beaten, arbitrarily arrested and detained, 


tortured, killed or subjected to enforced disappearance, 


Expressing its concern about the number of attacks targeting human rights defenders and 


journalists in the context of peaceful protests, 


Expressing its concern also at the criminalization, in all parts of the world, of individuals and 


groups for having organized or taken part in peaceful protests, 


Recalling that isolated acts of violence committed by others in the course of a protest do not 
deprive peaceful individuals of their rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and 
of association, 


Stressing the need to ensure full accountability for human rights violations or abuses in the 
context of peaceful protests, 


Recalling the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the 
Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials, 
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Recalls that States have the responsibility, including in the context of peaceful protests, to 
promote and protect human rights and to prevent human rights violations, including 
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, arbitrary arrest and detention, enforced 
disappearances and torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, 
and calls upon States to avoid the abuse of criminal and civil proceedings or threats of such acts 
at all times; 


Calls upon States to promote a safe and enabling environment for individuals and groups to 
exercise their rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and of association, including 
by ensuring that their domestic legislation and procedures relating to the rights to freedom of 
peaceful assembly, of expression and of association are in conformity with their international 
human rights obligations and commitments, clearly and explicitly establish a presumption in 
favor of the exercise of these rights, and that they are effectively implemented; 


Urges States to facilitate peaceful protests by providing protestors with access to public space 
and protecting them, without discrimination, where necessary, against any form of threat and 
harassment, and underlines the role of local authorities in this regard; 


Urges States to pay particular attention to the safety and protection of women and women 
human rights defenders from acts of intimidation and harassment, as well as gender-based 
violence, including sexual assault, in the context of peaceful protests; 


Reaffirms that States must take all appropriate measures for the safety and protection of 
children, including while they exercise their rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, expression 
and association, including in the context of peaceful protests; 


Calls upon all States to pay particular attention to the safety of journalists and media workers 
covering peaceful protests, taking into account their specific role, exposure and vulnerability; 


Urges all States to avoid using force during peaceful protests and to ensure that, where force is 
absolutely necessary, no one is subject to excessive or indiscriminate use of force; 


Calls upon States, as a matter of priority, to ensure that their domestic legislation and 
procedures are consistent with their international obligations and commitments in relation to 
the use of force in the context of law enforcement and are effectively implemented by officials 
exercising law enforcement duties, in particular applicable principles of law enforcement, such 
as the principles of necessity and proportionality, bearing in mind that lethal force may only be 
used as a last resort to protect against an imminent threat to life and that it may not be used 
merely to disperse a gathering; 


Calls upon States to investigate any death or significant injury committed during protests, 
including those resulting from the discharge of firearms or the use of nonlethal weapons by 
officials exercising law enforcement duties; 


Encourages States to make protective equipment and non-lethal weapons available to their 
officials exercising law enforcement duties, while pursuing international efforts to regulate and 
establish protocols for the training and use of non-lethal weapons; 
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Also calls upon States to ensure adequate training of officials exercising law enforcement duties 
and, where applicable, to promote adequate training for private personnel acting on behalf of a 
State, including in international human rights law and, where appropriate, international 


humanitarian law; 


Underlines the importance of thorough, independent and scientific testing of non-lethal weapons 
prior to deployment to establish their lethality and the extent of likely injury, and of monitoring 
appropriate training and use of such weapons; 


Underlines the necessity to address the management of assemblies, including peaceful protests, so 
as to contribute to their peaceful conduct, and to prevent loss of life of and injuries to protestors, 
bystanders, those monitoring such protests and officials exercising law enforcement duties, as well 
as any human rights violation or abuse; 


Recognizes the importance of documenting human rights violations and abuses committed in the 
context of peaceful protests, and the role that can be played by national human rights institutions, 
civil society, including non-governmental organizations, journalists and other media workers, 
Internet users and human rights defenders, in this regard; 


Urges States to ensure accountability for human rights violations and abuses through judicial or 
other national mechanisms, based on law in conformity with their international human rights 
obligations and commitments, and to provide victims with access to a remedy and redress, 
including in the context of peaceful protests; 


UNHRC Resolution 31/37 on 24 March 2016 


Underlines the necessity to address the management of assemblies, including peaceful protests, so 
as to contribute to their peaceful conduct, and to prevent loss of life of and injuries to protesters, 
bystanders, those monitoring such protests and officials exercising law enforcement duties, as well 
as any human rights violation or abuse, to ensure accountability for such violations and abuses 
and to provide victims with access to a remedy and redress; 


Reaffirms that all States must ensure that their domestic legislation and procedures relating to the 
rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of expression and of association and to the use of force in 
the context of law enforcement are in conformity with their international obligations and 
commitments and effectively implemented, and must provide proper training for officials 
exercising law enforcement duties, including in the use of protective equipment and of less-lethal 


weapons; 
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Joint Report of the Special Rapporteur 2016 


¢ The Proper management of assemblies 


* 


9. Even if participants in an assembly are not peaceful and as a result forfeit their right 
to peaceful assembly, they retain all the other rights, subject to the normal limitations. 
No assembly should thus be considered unprotected. 


10. An “assembly”, generally understood, is an intentional and temporary gathering in a 
private or public space for a specific purpose, and can take the form of demonstrations, 
meetings, strikes, processions, rallies or sit-ins with the purpose of voicing grievances 
and aspirations or facilitating celebrations (see A/HRC/20/27, para. 24). Even sporting 
events, music concerts and other such gatherings can potentially be included. While an 
assembly is defined as a temporary gathering, this may include long-term 
demonstrations, including extended sit-ins and “occupy”-style manifestations. Although 
an assembly has generally been understood as a physical gathering of people, it has been 
recognized that human rights protections, including for freedom of assembly, may apply 
to analogous interactions taking place online. 


¢ States shall respect and ensure all rights of persons participating in assemblies 


* 


14. International law requires that States respect and ensure the rights of all individuals. 
The obligation to respect rights means that States must refrain from restricting the 
exercise of the rights where it is not expressly allowed under international law. The 
obligation to ensure is a positive duty that requires States both to fulfil and to protect 
rights. The protection of rights requires that positive measures be taken to prevent 
actions by non-State actors that could interfere with their exercise. The fulfilment of 
rights requires States to create, facilitate or provide the necessary conditions for the 
enjoyment of rights. 


15. States must respect and ensure rights without discrimination on the basis of any 
prohibited ground, including race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other 
opinion, national or social origin, property, birth, or other status. Freedom to organize 
and participate in public assemblies must be guaranteed to individuals, groups, 
unregistered associations, legal entities and corporate bodies. 


¢ Every person has the inalienable right to take part in peaceful assemblies 


* 


18. Because international law recognizes an inalienable right to take part in peaceful 
assemblies, it follows that there is a presumption in favor of holding peaceful 
assemblies. Assemblies should be presumed lawful, subject to the permissible 
limitations set out in article 21 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights. The protection of the right to freedom of peaceful assembly extends only to 
those assemblies that are peaceful. In determining whether an assembly is protected 
under this right, the peacefulness of an assembly should be presumed, and a broad 
interpretation of the term “peaceful” should be afforded. Regard must be given to the 
manner in which the assembly is held and to the intentions of the participants. 
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19. The right to freedom of peaceful assembly includes the right to plan, organize, 
promote and advertise an assembly in any lawful manner. Any restrictions on such 
activities should be considered as a prior restriction on the exercise of the right. 
Restrictions on freedom of association and of expression may also effectively serve as a 
restriction on freedom of peaceful assembly. 


20. The right to freedom of peaceful assembly is held by each individual participating in 
an assembly. Acts of sporadic violence or offences by some should not be attributed to 
others whose intentions and behavior remain peaceful in nature. 


21. Freedom of peaceful assembly is a right and not a privilege and as such its exercise 
should not be subject to prior authorization by the authorities. State authorities may put 
in place a system of prior notification, where the objective is to allow State authorities 
an opportunity to facilitate the exercise of the right, to take measures to protect public 
safety and/or public order and to protect the rights and freedoms of others. Any 
notification procedure should not function as a de facto request for authorization or as a 
basis for content-based regulation. Notification should not be expected for assemblies 
that do not require prior preparation by State authorities, such as those where only a 
small number of participants is expected, or where the impact on the public is expected 
to be minimal. 


22. Any notification procedure(s) should not be overly bureaucratic, and should be 
subject to a proportionality assessment. The notice period should not be unreasonably 
long, but must allow sufficient time for relevant authorities to prepare appropriately for 
the assembly. The notification procedure should be free of charge (see A/HRC/23/39, 
para. 57) and widely accessible. 


23. Failure to notify authorities of an assembly does not render an assembly unlawful, 
and consequently should not be used as a basis for dispersing the assembly. Where there 
has been a failure to properly notify, organizers, community or political leaders should 
not be subject to criminal or administrative sanctions resulting in fines or imprisonment 
(see A/HRC/20/27, para. 29). This applies equally in the case of spontaneous 
assemblies, where prior notice is otherwise impracticable or where no identifiable 
organizer exists. Spontaneous assemblies should be exempt from notification 
requirements, and law enforcement authorities should, as far as possible, protect and 
facilitate spontaneous assemblies as they would any other assembly. 


24. The State’s obligation to facilitate and protect assemblies includes simultaneous 
assemblies and counter-protests, in which one or more assemblies aim to express 
discontent with the message of other assemblies. Assemblies, including spontaneous 
assemblies and counter-protests, should, as far as possible, be facilitated to take place 
within sight and sound of their target. 
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* 25. The State’s obligation to facilitate extends to taking measures to protect those 
exercising their rights from violence or interference. The mere existence of a risk, 
however, is insufficient for prohibiting an assembly. Where the risk of violent clashes 
between participants within or between assemblies exists, the least restrictive measures 
must be taken to ensure the safety and security of participants and others. 


* 26. While organizers should make reasonable efforts to comply with the law and to 
encourage peaceful conduct of an assembly, organizers should not be held responsible 
for the unlawful behavior of others. To do so would violate the principle of individual 
liability, weaken trust and cooperation between assembly organizers, participants and 
the authorities, and discourage potential assembly organizers from exercising their 
rights. 


* 27. No person should be held criminally, civilly or administratively liable for the mere 
act of organizing or participating in a peaceful protest. 


* 28. Practical recommendations: (a) States must ensure that any system of prior 
notification gives effect to the presumption in favor of assemblies, places narrow limits 
on the discretion of authorities to restrict assemblies, and incorporates a proportionality 
assessment; (b) States should not require organizers to obtain prior authorization to 
hold an assembly, in law or practice. Where a notification system is in place, it must 
facilitate peaceful assembly, and must not operate as a de facto requirement for prior 
authorization; 


¢ Any restrictions imposed on peaceful assemblies shall comply with international human rights 
standards 


* 31. When a State invokes national security and protection of public order to restrict an 
assembly, it must prove the precise nature of the threat and the specific risks posed. It is 
not sufficient for the State to refer generally to the security situation. National, political 
or government interest is not synonymous with national security or public order. 


* 32. Assemblies are an equally legitimate use of public space as commercial activity or 
the movement of vehicles and pedestrian traffic. Any use of public space requires some 
measure of coordination to protect different interests, but there are many legitimate 
ways in which individuals may use public spaces. A certain level of disruption to 
ordinary life caused by assemblies, including disruption of traffic, annoyance and even 
harm to commercial activities, must be tolerated if the right is not to be deprived of 
substance. 


* 33. Participants in assemblies are free to choose and express the content of their 
message. Restrictions on the content of assemblies may be imposed only in conformity 
with the legitimate limitations on rights outlined above, for example, where the message 
advocates national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to 
discrimination, hostility or violence. Where a content-based restriction is justified, 
authorities should take the least intrusive and restrictive measures to address the issue. 
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39. Effective communication depends on a relationship of trust. Law enforcement 
agencies should continually work on strategies to build trust with the communities they 
serve. The demographic makeup of law enforcement agencies should be representative 
of the whole community. There should be a free flow of information before and 
throughout assemblies, and all relevant parties should be informed of any changes in 
context and circumstance. 


40. The State’s obligation to facilitate includes the responsibility to provide basic 
services, including traffic management, medical assistance and clean-up services. 
Organizers should not be held responsible for the provision of such services, nor should 
they be required to contribute to the cost of their provision. 


41. A primary function of law enforcement, in addition to the obligation to facilitate, is 
protecting the safety and rights of those who participate in assemblies, as well as 
monitors and bystanders. 


42. Law enforcement officials must be adequately trained in facilitating assemblies. This 
training should include proper knowledge of the legal framework governing assemblies, 
techniques of crowd facilitation and management, human rights in the context of 
assemblies and the important role assemblies play in a democratic order. Training must 
include soft skills such as effective communication, negotiation and mediation allowing 
law enforcement officials to avoid escalation of violence and minimize conflict. 


43. Use of the tactic of stop-and-search by law enforcement against individuals 
organizing or participating in an assembly may affect the rights to liberty and bodily 
security, as well as privacy. Stop-and-search must not be arbitrary and must not violate 
the principle of non-discrimination. It must be authorized by law, necessary and 
proportionate. The mere fact that an individual is participating in a peaceful assembly 
does not constitute reasonable grounds for conducting a search. 


44. The authority to arrest can play an important protective function in assemblies, by 
allowing law enforcement to remove from an assembly individuals who are acting 
violently. The term “arrest” refers to any deprivation of liberty, and is not limited to 
formal arrest under domestic law. It is critical that arrest powers are exercised 
consistently with international human rights standards, including those relating to the 
rights to privacy, liberty, and due-process rights. 


45. No one may be subject to arbitrary arrest or detention. In the context of assemblies 
this has particular import for the criminalization of assemblies and dissent. Arrest of 
protestors to prevent or punish the exercise of their right to freedom of peaceful 
assembly, for example on charges that are spurious, unreasonable or lack 
proportionality, may violate these protections. Similarly, intrusive pre-emptive measures 
should not be used unless a clear and present danger of imminent violence actually 
exists. “Mass arrest” of assembly participants often amounts to indiscriminate and 
arbitrary arrests. 
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* 46. Where an arrest takes place detention conditions must meet minimum standards. 
This applies to any location or situation in which an individual has been deprived of his 
or her liberty, including jails, holding cells, public spaces and vehicles used to transfer 
detainees, and any other location in which detainees are held. Detainees must be treated 
in a humane manner and with respect for their dignity, and shall not be subjected to 
torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. 


* 47. The imposition of administrative detention is especially troubling. The Human 
Rights Committee has emphasized that such detention, not in contemplation of 
prosecution on a criminal charge, presents severe risks of arbitrary deprivation of liberty. 


* 48. The issue of proportionality is particularly relevant to administrative sanctions 
imposed in the context of assemblies. Any penalty must not be excessive — for example, 
a disproportionately large fine. Such penalties raise due-process concerns, and may have 
a chilling effect more broadly on the exercise of the right to freedom of peaceful 
assembly. 


¢ Force shall not be used unless it is strictly unavoidable, and if applied it must be done in 
accordance with international human rights law 


* 50. States and their law enforcement agencies and officials are obligated under 
international law to respect and protect, without discrimination, the rights of all those 
who participate in assemblies, as well as monitors and bystanders. The normative 
framework governing the use of force includes the principles of legality, precaution, 
necessity, proportionality and accountability. 


* 51. The principle of legality requires that States develop a domestic legal framework for 
the use of force, especially potentially lethal force, that complies with international 
standards (see A/HRC/26/36, para. 56). The normative framework should specifically 
restrict the use of weapons and tactics during assemblies, including protests, and 
include a formal approval and deployment process for weaponry and equipment. 


* 52. The principle of precaution requires that all feasible steps be taken in planning, 
preparing, and conducting an operation related to an assembly to avoid the use of force 
or, where force is unavoidable, to minimize its harmful consequences. Even if the use of 
force in a particular situation complies with the requirements of necessity and 
proportionality, but the need to use force could reasonably have been prevented from 
arising in the first place, a State may be held accountable for a failure to take due 
precautionary measures. Training should include techniques of crowd facilitation and 
management consonant with the legal framework governing assemblies. States must 
ensure that their law enforcement officials are periodically trained in and tested on the 
lawful use of force, and on the use of the weapons with which they are equipped. 
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53. On the basis of a risk assessment, equipment for law enforcement officials deployed 
during assemblies should include both appropriate personal protective equipment and 
appropriate less-lethal weapons. Weapons and tactics should allow for a graduated response 
and de-escalation of tensions. Accordingly, the provision of a firearm to law enforcement 
officials with no less-lethal alternative other than a baton is unacceptable. 


55. States are required to procure less lethal weapons for use in appropriate situations, with 
a view to increasingly restraining the application of means capable of causing death or 
injury. Less-lethal weapons must be subject to independent scientific testing and approval, 
and used responsibly by well-trained law enforcement officials, as such weapons may have 
lethal or injurious effects if not used correctly or in compliance with international law and 
human rights standards. States should work to establish and implement international 
protocols for the training on and use of less-lethal weapons. 


57. The use of force by law enforcement officials should be exceptional, and assemblies 
should ordinarily be managed with no resort to force. Any use of force must comply with 
the principles of necessity and proportionality. The necessity requirement restricts the kind 
and degree of force used to the minimum necessary in the circumstances (the least harmful 
means available), which is a factual cause and effect assessment. Any force used should be 
targeted at individuals using violence or to avert an imminent threat. 


58. The proportionality requirement sets a ceiling on the use of force based on the threat 
posed by the person targeted. This is a value judgement that balances harm and benefit, 
demanding that the harm that might result from the use of force is proportionate and 
justifiable in relation to the expected benefit. 


59. The principles of necessity and proportionality apply to the use of all force, including 
potentially lethal force. Specific rules apply to the use of firearms for law enforcement, also 
during assemblies. Firearms may be used only against an imminent threat either to protect 
life or to prevent life-threatening injuries (making the use of force proportionate). In 
addition, there must be no other feasible option, such as capture or the use of non-lethal 
force to address the threat to life (making the force necessary). 


60. Firearms should never be used simply to disperse an assembly; indiscriminate firing 
into a crowd is always unlawful (see A/HRC/26/36, para. 75). Intentional lethal use of 
force is only lawful where it is strictly unavoidable to protect another life from an imminent 
threat; this is sometimes referred to as the protect life principle (ibid., para. 70). 


61. Dispersing an assembly carries the risk of violating the rights to freedom of expression 
and to peaceful assembly as well as the right to bodily integrity. Dispersing an assembly 
also risks escalating tensions between participants and law enforcement. For these reasons, 
it must be resorted to only when strictly unavoidable. For example, dispersal may be 
considered where violence is serious and widespread and represents an imminent threat to 
bodily safety or property, and where law enforcement officials have taken all reasonable 
measures to facilitate the assembly and protect participants from harm. Before 
countenancing dispersal, law enforcement agencies should seek to identify and isolate any 
violent individuals separately from the main assembly and differentiate between violent 
individuals in an assembly and others. This may allow the assembly to continue. 
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* 62. International law allows for dispersal of a peaceful assembly only in rare cases. For 
example, a peaceful assembly that incites discrimination, hostility or violence, in 
contravention of article 20 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
may warrant dispersal if less intrusive and discriminatory means of managing the 
situation have failed. Similarly, while mere inconvenience to others, or temporary 
disruption of vehicular or pedestrian traffic, are to be tolerated, where an assembly 
prevents access to essential services, such as blocking the emergency entrance to a 
hospital, or where interference with traffic or the economy is serious and sustained, for 
example, where a major highway is blocked for days, dispersal may be justified. Failure 
to notify authorities of an assembly is not a basis for dispersal. 


* 63. Only governmental authorities or high-ranking officers with sufficient and accurate 
information of the situation unfolding on the ground should have the authority to order 
dispersal. If dispersal is deemed necessary, the assembly and participants should be 
clearly and audibly informed, and should also be given reasonable time to disperse 
voluntarily. Only if participants then fail to disperse may law enforcement officials 


intervene further. 


* 64. As part of their responsibility to ensure accountability, States must establish 
effective reporting and review procedures to address any incident in relation to an 
assembly during which a potentially unlawful use of force occurs. 


* 65. A clear and transparent command structure must be established to minimize the risk 
of violence or the use of force, and to ensure responsibility for unlawful acts or 
omissions by officers. Proper record keeping of decisions made by command officers at 
all levels is also required. Law enforcement officials must be clearly and individually 
identifiable, for example by displaying a nameplate or number. In addition, there should 
be a clear system of record keeping or register of the equipment provided to individual 
officers in an operation, including vehicles, firearms and ammunition. 


¢ Every person shall enjoy the right to observe, monitor and record assemblies 


* 68. All persons enjoy the right to observe, and by extension monitor, assemblies. This 
right is derived from the right to seek and receive information, which is protected under 
article 19 (2) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The concept of 
monitoring encapsulates not only the act of observing an assembly, but also the active 
collection, verification and immediate use of information to address human rights 
problems. 


* 69. A monitor is generally defined as any non-participant third-party individual or group 
whose primary aim is to observe and record the actions and activities taking place at 
public assemblies. National human rights institutions, ombudsmen, intergovernmental 
entities and civil society organizations all commonly act as monitors. Journalists, 


including citizen journalists, play an important role. 
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* 70. States have an obligation to protect the rights of assembly monitors. This includes 
respecting and facilitating the right to observe and monitor all aspects of an assembly, 
subject to the narrow permissible restrictions outlined in article 19 (3) of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Monitors retain all other human 
rights. The State should fully investigate any human rights violation or abuse against 
monitors, and should pursue prosecution and provide adequate remedy. The protections 
afforded to monitors apply irrespective of whether an assembly is peaceful. 


* 71. Everyone — whether a participant, monitor or observer — shall enjoy the right to 
record an assembly, which includes the right to record the law enforcement operation. 
This also includes the right to record an interaction in which he or she is being recorded 
by a State agent — sometimes referred to as the right to “record back”. The State should 
protect this right. Confiscation, seizure and/or destruction of notes and visual or audio 
recording equipment without due process should be prohibited and punished. 
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¢ The collection of personal information in relation to an assembly must not interfere 
impermissibly with privacy or other rights 


* 73. The collection of accurate information by law enforcement may be useful to the 
proper management of assemblies, enabling law enforcement to discharge their 
responsibilities to prepare for and facilitate peaceful assemblies. The collection and 
processing of personal information, such as through recording devices, closed-circuit 
television and undercover policing, must comply with protections against arbitrary or 
unlawful interference with privacy. 


* 76. While there may be legitimate law enforcement and accountability reasons to record 
an assembly, the act of recording participants may have a chilling effect on the exercise 
of rights, including freedom of assembly, association and expression. Recording peaceful 
assembly participants in a context and manner that intimidates or harasses is an 
impermissible interference to these rights. 


* 77. The use of undercover officers to collect intelligence relating to assemblies is 
problematic. It is highly intrusive and carries a high risk of rights violations and 
therefore should not be allowed unless reasonable grounds exist to suspect that a 
serious criminal act is likely to be committed. Authorities should consider whether the 
proposed undercover activity is the only way to secure the required information, and 
whether the value of the information justifies the intrusion. This should take into 
account the impact on the rights of all those affected, not only the targets. 


¢ Every person has the right to access information related to assemblies 


* 79. The ability to access information is essential to enabling individuals to exercise their 
rights in the context of assemblies and to ensuring accountability. Information includes 
records held by a public body at any level or by private bodies performing public 
functions. 


* 80. The public should have easy, prompt, effective and practical access to such 
information, through proactive disclosure and the enactment of legislation to facilitate 
public access to information. Legislation facilitating such access should be based on the 
principle of maximum disclosure, establishing a presumption that information is 
accessible, subject only to a narrow system of exceptions. 


¢ The State and its organs shall be held accountable for their actions in relation to assemblies 


* 89. The State bears an obligation to provide to those whose rights have been violated in 
the context of an assembly an adequate, effective and prompt remedy determined by 
competent authority having the power to enforce remedies. The right to remedy 
includes the right to equal and effective access to justice; adequate, effective and prompt 
reparation for harm suffered; and access to relevant information concerning violations 
and reparation mechanisms. 
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* 90. States must investigate any allegations of violations in the context of assemblies 


promptly and effectively through bodies that are independent and impartial. In addition, 
the procedural component of the right to life requires States to investigate any alleged 
unlawful or arbitrary killing. The failure of a State to properly investigate suspected 
unlawful or arbitrary killing is a violation of the right to life itself (A/70/304). Likewise, 
lack of accountability for violations of the rights to bodily integrity may itself constitute 
a violation of those rights. Effective investigation includes the following factors: an 
official investigation initiated by the State; independence from those implicated; 
capability of determining whether the act was justified in the circumstances; a level of 
promptness and reasonable expedition; and a level of public scrutiny 


91. Where appropriate, criminal and/or civil sanctions must be applied. Liability should 
extend to officers with command control where they have failed to exercise effective 
command and control. Where superior officers knew, or should have known, that law 
enforcement officials under their command resorted to the unlawful use of force or 
firearms, and they did not take all measures in their power to prevent, suppress or 
report such use, they should also be held responsible. 


94. In addition to guaranteeing accountability through judicial processes, States should 
implement additional levels of non-judicial oversight, including an effective internal 
investigations process and an independent oversight body. These systems should operate 
in addition to, and not as an alternative to, criminal, public and private legal remedies 
for police misconduct. The role of a dedicated civilian oversight body may be 
complemented by the work of the national human rights institution or ombudsman. 


95. In relation to remedy, the State shall provide reparation to victims for acts or 
omissions which can be attributed to the State and constitute gross violations of 
international human rights law or serious violations of international humanitarian law. 
Reparation should be proportional to the gravity of the violation and the harm suffered, 
and should include elements of restitution, compensation, rehabilitation, satisfaction 
and guarantees of non-repetition, as well as access to relevant information concerning 
violations and reparation mechanisms. 


* General Comment No. 36 on Article 6 of the ICCPR by Human Rights Committee 


12. Deprivation of life is, as a rule, arbitrary if it is inconsistent with international law or 
domestic law. A deprivation of life may, nevertheless, be authorized by domestic law and still be 
arbitrary. The notion of “arbitrariness” is not to be fully equated with “against the law”, but 
must be interpreted more broadly to include elements of inappropriateness, injustice, lack of 
predictability, and due process of law as well as elements of reasonableness, necessity, and 
proportionality. In order not to be qualified as arbitrary under article 6, the application of 
potentially lethal force by a private person acting in self-defense, or by another person coming 
to his or her defence, must be strictly necessary in view of the threat posed by the attacker; it 
must represent a method of last resort after other alternatives have been exhausted or deemed 
inadequate; the amount of force applied cannot exceed the amount strictly needed for 
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responding to the threat; the force applied must be carefully directed only against the attacker; 
and the threat responded to must involve imminent death or serious injury. The use of 
potentially lethal force for law enforcement purposes is an extreme measure, which should be 
resorted to only when strictly necessary in order to protect life or prevent serious injury from an 
imminent threat. It cannot be used, for example, in order to prevent the escape from custody of 
a suspected criminal or a convict who does not pose a serious and imminent threat to the lives 
or bodily integrity of others. The intentional taking of life by any means is permissible only if it 
is strictly necessary in order to protect life from an imminent threat. 


13. States parties are expected to take all necessary measures intended to prevent arbitrary 
deprivations of life by their law enforcement officials, including soldiers charged with law 
enforcement missions. These measures include appropriate legislation controlling the use of 
lethal force by law enforcement officials, procedures designed to ensure that law enforcement 
actions are adequately planned in a manner consistent with the need to minimize the risk they 
pose to human life, mandatory reporting, review, and investigation of lethal incidents and other 
life-threatening incidents, and the supplying of forces responsible for crowd control with 
effective "less-lethal” means and adequate protective equipment in order to obviate their need 
to resort to lethal force. In particular, all operations of law enforcement officials should comply 
with relevant international standards, including the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement 
Officials (General Assembly resolution 34/169) (1979) and the Basic Principles on the Use of 
Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials (1990), and law enforcement officials should 
undergo appropriate training designed to inculcate these standards so as to ensure, in all 
circumstances, the fullest respect for the right to life. 


14. While preferable to more lethal weapons, States parties should ensure that “less lethal” 
weapons are subject to strict independent testing and evaluate and monitor the impact on the 
right to life of weapons such as electro-muscular disruption devices (Tasers), rubber or foam 
bullets, and other attenuating energy projectiles, which are designed for use or are actually used 
by law enforcement officials, including soldiers charged with law enforcement missions. The 
use of such weapons must be restricted to law enforcement officials who have undergone 
appropriate training, and must be strictly regulated in accordance with applicable international 
standards, including the Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement 
Officials. Furthermore, such “less-lethal” weapons can only be employed, subject to strict 
requirements of necessity and proportionality, in situations in which other less harmful 
measures have proven to be, or clearly are ineffective to address the threat. States parties 
should not resort to “less-lethal” weapons in situations of crowd control which can be 
addressed through less harmful means, especially situations involving the exercise of the right 
to peaceful assembly. 
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General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 of the ICCPR 


fo») 


. Duties and powers of law enforcement agencies 


85. The fundamental duty of any law enforcement agency involved in policing a peaceful 
assembly is to respect and ensure the exercise of the fundamental rights of the participants, 
while also taking reasonable measures to protect other members of the public, including 
journalists, monitors and observers, as well as public and private property, from harm. 


86. Law enforcement agencies should as far as possible work towards establishing channels for 
communication and dialogue between the various parties involved in assemblies, before and 
during the assembly, aimed at ensuring predictability, de-escalating tensions and resolving 
disputes. While engaging in such contact is generally good practice, participants and organizers 
cannot be required to do so. 


87. Where the presence of law enforcement officials is required, the policing of an assembly 
should be planned and conducted with the intention of enabling the assembly to take place as 
planned, and with a view to minimizing the potential for injury to any person and damage to 
property. A plan should be elaborated for the policing of each assembly for which the 
authorities have received notification in advance, or are otherwise informed about, and through 
which public order may be affected. The plan should detail the instruction, equipping and 
deployment of all relevant officials and units. 


88. More generic contingency plans and training protocols should also be elaborated by relevant 
law enforcement agencies, in particular for the policing of assemblies for which the authorities 
are not notified in advance and which may affect public order. These include spontaneous 
assemblies and counter-assemblies. Clear command structures must exist to underpin 
accountability, as well as protocols for recording and documenting events, ensuring the 
identification of officers and reporting of any use of force. 


89. Law enforcement officials, in carrying out their duties, are obliged, as far as possible, to 
apply non-violent means before resorting, when absolutely necessary, to the use of force. In any 
event, all use of force must comply with the fundamental principles of legality, necessity, 
proportionality, precaution and non-discrimination applicable to articles 6 and 7 of the 
Covenant, and those using force must be accountable for each use of force. 


90. Where it is lawful and required to arrest certain participants or to disperse an assembly, 
such actions must comply with international law and have a basis in the domestic law 
provisions on the permissible use of force. Domestic legal regimes on the use of force by law 
enforcement officials must be brought in line with the requirements posed by international law, 
where that is not already the case. Domestic law must not grant officials largely unrestricted 
powers, for example to use “force” or “all necessary force” to disperse assemblies, or to “shoot 
for the legs”. In particular, domestic law must not allow use of force against participants in an 
assembly on a wanton, excessive or a discriminatory basis. 
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91. Only the minimum force necessary may be used where this is required for a legitimate law 
enforcement purpose. Once the need for any use of force has passed, such as when a violent 
individual is safely apprehended during an assembly, no further resort to force is permissible. Law 
enforcement officials may not use greater force than is reasonably necessary under the 
circumstances for the dispersal of an assembly, prevention of crime or in effecting or assisting in 


the lawful arrest of offenders or suspected offenders. 


92.Wherever possible, only law enforcement officials who have been trained in the policing of 
assemblies should be deployed for that purpose. As a general rule, the military should not be 
used to police assemblies. The law enforcement officials responsible for policing assemblies 
should be suitably equipped, including where needed with appropriate less-lethal weapons and 
adequate personal protective equipment. States parties should ensure that all weapons, including 
less-lethal weapons, are subject to strict independent testing and should evaluate and monitor 
their impact on the rights to life and bodily integrity and the mental well-being of those affected. 


93.Preventive detention of targeted individuals, in order to keep them from participating in 
assemblies, may constitute arbitrary deprivation of liberty, which is incompatible with the right of 
peaceful assembly. It may be done only in exceptional cases and where the authorities have actual 
knowledge of the intent of the individuals involved to engage in or incite acts of violence during a 
particular assembly, and where other measures to prevent violence from occurring will clearly be 
inadequate. Practices of indiscriminate mass arrest prior to, during or following an assembly, are 
arbitrary. 


94.Powers of “stop and search” or “stop and frisk”, applied to those who participate in 
assemblies, or are about to do so, must be exercised based on evidence of a threat posed. 
Otherwise, they constitute an unwarranted interference with the right to privacy. They may not 
be used in a discriminatory manner. The mere fact that an individual is connected to a peaceful 
assembly does not constitute reasonable grounds for stopping and searching them. 


95.Containment, sometimes referred to as “kettling”, where law enforcement officials encircle 
and close in a section of the demonstrators, may be used only where it is necessary and 
proportionate to do so, in order to prevent violence during an assembly. A legitimate aim is to 
facilitate the right of non-violent participants to continue to exercise their right of peaceful 
assembly. Necessary and targeted law enforcement measures taken against specific individuals are 
often preferable to containment. Particular care must be taken to contain, as far as possible, only 
people who could be linked directly to violence and to limit the duration of the containment to 
the minimum necessary. Where the tactic of containment is used indiscriminately or punitively, it 
violates the right of peaceful assembly, and may also violate other rights such as freedom from 
arbitrary detention and freedom of movement. 


96.Only in exceptional cases may an assembly be dispersed. This may be the case if the assembly 
as such is no longer peaceful, or if there is clear evidence of an imminent threat of serious 
violence, but in all cases the rules on the use of force must be strictly followed. An assembly that 
remains peaceful but which nevertheless causes a high level of disruption, such as the extended 
blocking of traffic, may be dispersed, as a rule, only if the disruption is “serious and sustained”. 
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97.Where a decision is lawfully taken to disperse an assembly, force should be avoided. Where 
that is not possible in the circumstances, only the minimum force necessary should be used. As 
far as possible, any force used should be directed against a specific individual or group of 
participants in an assembly. Area weapons such as chemical irritants dispersed at a distance 
(tear gas) and water cannon tend to have indiscriminate effects. When such weapons are used, 
all reasonable efforts should be undertaken to limit risks such as causing harm to bystanders or 
causing a stampede. Tear gas should not be used in confined spaces. 


98.Firearms are not an appropriate tool for the policing of assemblies. Firearms must never be 
used simply to disperse an assembly. In order to comply with international law, any use of 
firearms by law enforcement officials must be limited to targeted individuals in circumstances 
in which it is strictly necessary to confront an imminent threat of death or serious injury or, in 
truly exceptional circumstances, a grave and proximate threat to life. Given the threat such 
weapons pose to life, this minimum threshold should also be applied to the firing of rubber- 
coated or plastic bullets. It is never acceptable to fire indiscriminately into a crowd. Where law 
enforcement officials are prepared for the use of force, or violence is considered likely, the 
authorities must also ensure adequate medical facilities. 


99. The use of unnecessary or disproportionate force may breach articles 7 and 9 of the 
Covenant and, where death results, may violate article 6. In an extreme case, widespread or 
systematic use of lethal force against participants in peaceful assemblies may constitute a crime 
against humanity. 


100. The State is responsible under international law for the actions and omissions of its law 
enforcement agencies and should promote a culture of accountability for law enforcement 
officials during assemblies. To enhance effective accountability, uniformed law enforcement 
officers should always display a form of identification during assemblies. 


101. There is a duty to investigate effectively, impartially and in a timely manner any allegation 
of unlawful use of force by law enforcement officials during or in connection with assemblies. 
Both intentional and negligent action or inaction can amount to a violation of human rights. 
Law enforcement agencies and individual officials must be held accountable for their actions 
and omissions under domestic and, where relevant, international law and effective remedies 
must be provided to victims. 


102. All use of force by law enforcement officials should be recorded and reflected in a 
transparent report. Where injury occurs, the report should contain sufficient information to 
establish whether the use of force was necessary and proportionate, and set out the details of 
the incident, including: the surrounding circumstances; the decision-making processes; 
measures taken to avoid the use of force and to de-escalate the situation; the type and manner 
of force employed, including specific weaponry; the reasons for the use of force; its 
effectiveness; and the consequences. 
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103. Any deployment of plainclothes officers in assemblies must be reasonably necessary in the 
circumstances and such officers (or other State agents) must never incite violence on the part of 
other participants, for example, by acting as agents provocateurs. 


104. Where private security service providers are used by the authorities for law enforcement 
tasks during an assembly, the State remains responsible for their actions. This is in addition to 
the accountability of the private security service providers under domestic and, as and where 
relevant, international law. States are obligated to regulate and control the actions of private 
security companies employed during assemblies in conformity with international law standards. 
In any event, the nature and consequences of acts by private security service providers in law 
enforcement should be clarified by the authorities in national legislation and their use of force 
strictly regulated. 


105. The use of recording devices by law enforcement officials during assemblies, including 
through body-worn cameras, may play an important role in securing accountability. However, 
the authorities should have clear and publicly available guidelines to ensure that their use is 
consistent with international standards on privacy and does not have a chilling effect on 
participation in assemblies. 
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Related International LOL ina) 
and IHRL- Documents ‘idan 


The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 1948 


https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/ 


International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1976 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx 

Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials, 1976 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/LawEnforcementOfficials.aspx 


Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials, 1990 


https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/useofforceandfirearms.aspx 


International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement: A Pocket Book on Human Rights for the 
Police, 1997 


https://www.un.org/ruleoflaw/blog/document/international-human-rights-standards-for-law-enforcement-a- 


pocket-book-on-human-rights-for-the-police/ 


UNHRC 12/16 of 2 October 2009 Resolution on Freedom of opinion and expression 
https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A%2FHRC%2FRES%2F12%2F16 
UNHRC 15/21 of 30 September 2010 Resolution on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of 


association 


https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A%2FHRC%2FRES%2F15%2F21 
UNHRC 16/4 of 24 March 2011 Resolution on Freedom of opinion and expression: mandate of the Special 


Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression 
https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx? si=A%2FHRC%2FRES%2F16%2F4 

General Comment No. 34 on Article 19 of the ICCPR 
https://bangkok.ohchr.org/programme/documents/general-comment-34.aspx 

UNHRC 21/16 of 27 September 2012 Resolution on The rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of 
association 

https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A%2FHRC%2FRES%2F21%2F16 

UNHRC 24/5 of 26 September 2013 Resolution on The rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of 
association 

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/762434 

UNHRC 19/35 of 23 March 2012 The promotion and protection of human rights in the context of 


peaceful protests 
https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A%2FHRC%2FRES%2F19%2F35 
UNHRC 21/12 of 27 September 2012 Resolution on Safety of journalists 
https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A%2FHRC%2FRES%2F21%2F12 
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UNHRC 22/6 of 21 March 2013 Resolution on Protecting human rights defenders 
https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A%2FHRC%2FRES%2F22%2F6 


UNHRC 22/10 of 21 March 2013 Resolution on the promotion and protection of human rights in the 
context of peaceful protests 


https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A%2FHRC%2FRES%2F22%2F 10 
UNHRC 24/8 of 26 September 2013 Resolution on Equal political participation 
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/762437 


UNHRC 24/21 of 27 September 2013 Resolution on Civil society space: creating and maintaining, in law 


and in practice, a safe and enabling environment 


https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A%2FHRC%2FRES%2F24%2F21 


Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council on 11 April 2014 - The promotion and protection of 
human rights in the context of peaceful protests, A/HRC/RES/25/38 


http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get? Open&DS =A/HRC/RES/25/38&Lang=E 


Report of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions (Protection of the 
right to life during law enforcement - the need for domestic law reform; Remotely piloted aircraft or 
armed drones and emerging autonomous weapons systems), 2014, A/HRC/26/36 


https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session26/Documents/A-HRC-26-36_en.doc 


Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council on 24 March 2016 - The promotion and protection of 
human rights in the context of peaceful protests, A/HRC/RES/31/37 


http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get? Open&DS=A/HRC/RES/3 1/37 &Lang=E 


Joint report of the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association 
and the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions on the proper management 
of assemblies, 2016 


https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/831673/files/A HRC_31_66-EN.pdf 


Current Human Rights Challenges: Policing of Assemblies: Use of Force and Accountability, Seminar 


Report, May 2017, Geneva Academy 


https: www.geneva-academy.ch/joomlatools-files/docman-files 
Current%20Human%20Rights%20Challenges%20Policing%200f%20Assemblies.pdf 


General Comment No. 36 (2018) on Article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
on the Right to Life, UN Human Rights Committee CCPR/C/GC/36 


https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CCPR/Shared%20Documents/1_ Global/CCPR_C_GC_36 8785 E.pdf 


Revised Draft General Comment No. 37 (2019) on Article 21 (Right of Peaceful Assembly) of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, UN Human Rights Committee 


https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CCPR/GC37/ENGLISH_GC37.docx 
United Nations Human Rights Guidance on Less-Lethal Weapons in Law Enforcement (2019) 
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CCPR/LLW_Guidance.pdf 
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Appendix VI: 


Related Local Laws. 


Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 


https://www. basiclaw.gov.hk/en/basiclawtext/index.html 


Cap. 212 Offences against the Person Ordinance 


https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap212 


Cap. 221 Criminal Procedure Ordinance 


https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap221 


Cap. 228 Summary Offences Ordinance 
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap228 


Cap. 232 Police Force Ordinance 
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap232 
Cap. 241 Emergency Regulations Ordinance 
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap241 
Cap. 245 Public Order Ordinance 
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap245 
Cap. 383 Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance 
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap383 


Cap. 604 Independent Police Complaints Council Ordinance 


https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap604 
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Cambridge University Press, 2011). 
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Human Rights Law (New York, NY.: Cambridge University 
Press, 2014). 


Casey-Maslen, Stuart and Connolly, Sean, Police Use of Force 
under International Law (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2017). 
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Palgrave McMillan, 2017). 


Delmas, Candice, A Duty to Resist: When Disobedience 
Should be Uncivil (New York, N.Y.: Oxford University Press, 
2018). 
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University Press, 2017), 


Joyce, Peter, The Policing of Protest, Disorder and 
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Palgrave McMillan, 2016). 


Mansley, David R., Collective Violence, Democracy and 
Protest Policing (Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge, 2014). 


Neier, Aryeh, The International Human Rights Movement: A 
History (Princeton, NJ.: Princeton University Press, 2012). 


Normand R. and Zaidi, S., Human Rights at the UN: The 
Political History of Universal Justice (Bloomington, IN., 
Indiana University Press, 2008). 


Provost, René, International Human Rights and Humanitarian 
Law (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004). 


Robertson, Geoffrey, Crimes Against Humanity: The Struggle 
for Global Justice, 4th Edition (New York, NY.: The New 
Press, 2013). 


Stahn, Carsten (ed.), The Law and Practice of the 
International Criminal Court (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2015). 


Tsilonis, Victor, The Jurisdiction of the International Criminal 
Court (Cham: Springer, 2019). 


Verdirame, Guglielmo, The UN and Human Rights: Who 
Guards the Guardians (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2011). 


Wheatley, Steven, The Idea of International Human Rights 
Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2019). 


Wong, Kam C., Policing in Hong Kong: History and Reform 
(Boca Raton, FL.: CRC Press, 2015). 


____, Policing in Hong Kong: Research and Practice 
(Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillian, 2015) 


Zeegers, Krit, International Criminal Tribunals and Human 
Rights Law: Adherence and Contextualization (Hague: T.M.C. 
Asser Press, 2016). 


Use of Force in Law Enforcement and the Right to Life: The 
Role of the Human Rights Council (Geneva Academy in- 
Brief) No. 6, Nov. 2016: https://www.geneva-academy.ch/ 


joomlatools-files/docman-files/in-brief6_WEB.pdf 


31 August Incident Investigation by Factwire (I): https:// 
www.factwire.org/investigation/ [A831] mA We 
Bah ALA th A / 

31 August Incident Investigation by Factwire (II): https:// 
www.factwire.org/investigation/ [K¥-831]) (ABH Vb 
AURAL A Sits Et Be EL / 


SRERE Hong Kong Connection [7217ch}4%] : https:// 
m.facebook.com/story.php? 
story _fbid=429559897644836&id=249783961737360&_rdr 


Discussion on Cap. 232 and Police Abuse of Power: https:// 
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Yee JG PN at a )-ETS: (JG SS SR 9 PP fh - 
AE / 


Page 181 of 212 


Darren Mann, “International humanitarian norms are violated 
in Hong Kong,” https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/ 


https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/world/ 
hong-kong-protests-excessive-force/ 


article/PIISO 140-6736 (19)32909-5/fulltext 


Emily Ying Yang Chan, Kevin Kei Ching Hung, Heidi Hoi Yi 
Hung, and Colin A Graham, “Use of tear gas for crowd 
control in Hong Kong,” https://www.thelancet.com/journals, 


Mary Hui, “Who will police the Hong Kong police?” Quartz 
https://qz.com/1753211/is-an-independent-investigation-of- 


the-hong-kong-police-possible/? 
fbclid=IwAR3kKKTJORdNKzYrs5fr4G- 


lancet/article/PIISO140-6736(19)32326-8/fulltext 


“Ferocity of abuse from Occupy protesters startling, police 
veteran says” South China Morning Post: https:// 
www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1624757/ferocity- 
abuse-occupy-protesters-startling-police-veteran-says 


Investigation of the Stampede on 18 November by HKO1: 
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HKPF Officer Threatening the Protesters Risks Spending 25 
Years in Jail for Gathering Outside Police Station: https:// 
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Pee di R25 EES 


“Hong Kong: Arbitrary arrests, brutal beatings and torture in 
police detention revealed,” Amnesty International HK: 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/09/hong- 
kong-arbitrary-arrests-brutal-beatings-and-torture-in-police- 


detention-s-reveatled ? 
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“How not to police a protest,” Amnesty International HK: 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ 
ASA1705762019ENGLISH.pdf 


“Hong Kong: Full investigation needed into police response to 
protests,” Amnesty International HK: https:// 
www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/09/hong-kong-full- 
investigation-needed-into-police-response-to-protests/ 


“Hong Kong: Pro-democracy activists arrested in outrageous 
assault on freedom of expression,” Amnesty International 
HK: _https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/08/ 
hong-kong-joshua-wong-arrest/ 


“Hong Kong: Police should exercise restraint to avoid 
escalating violence,” Amnesty International HK: https: 
www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/08/hong-kong- 
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“Hong Kong: Water cannons pose real danger in hands of 
trigger- happy police,” Amnesty International HK: https:// 
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SUnEXIV3mNARPc7nnRCZzHA 1wYqUnXeFxdehzPm2sSRv 


BDvr5v62Spk 


“Six Months of Hong Kong Protests. How Did We Get Here?” 
New York Times: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/ 
2019/world/asia/hong-kong-protests-arc.html 


Statement of HKJA on HKPF Suppressing Press Freedom: 
https://www.hkja.org.hk/#HA/i il Et 
iT Es aR / 

Statement of Hong Kong Bar Association, 14 January 2020: 
https://www.hkba.org/sites/default/files/20200114%20- 


%20Letter%20to%20CE%20and%20Paper%200n%20Establis 
hment%20of%20Comission%200f%20Inquiry. pdf. 
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Appendix VIII: 


Glossary 


ACP Assistant Commissioner 

CBRN Chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear 
CP Commissioner 

CSP Chief Superintendent 

CID Criminal Investigation Department 

CIP Chief Inspector 

DCP Deputy Commissioner 

EU Emergency Unit 

HKPF Hong Kong Police Force 

HKI Hong Kong Island Region 

ICCPR International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
IP Inspector 

IPCC Independent Police Complaints Council 
KE Kowloon East 

KW Kowloon West 

NIN New Territories North Region 

NTS New Territories South Region 

RC Regional Commander 

RCCC Regional Command and Control Centre 
PC Constable 

PPRB Police Public Relations Branch 

PTU Police Tactical Unit 

SACP Senior Assistant Commissioner 

Sgt Sergeant 

SIP Senior Inspector 

Se Superintendent 

SSgt Station Sergeant 

SSP Senior Superintendent 

UNHRC United Nations Human Rights Council 
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From retrospect, the course of the 2019-2020 Protests would have been different had the 
HKPF officers lived up to the image their propaganda colleagues created; 


The leadership of the HKPF could have acted with a clear purpose instead of hiding 
behind self-pity that no one takes seriously; 


From 2014, it could have been a period of rapprochement between the HKPF and the 
public rather than one about the police trying to defend its “dignity”; 


The HKPF leadership could have used the past five years to update the Force in the 
understanding of latest development in international human rights and _ policing 
standards instead of imagining themselves as generals of a military force preparing to 
fight terrorism; 

On 12 June 2019, it could have been a dispersal operation rather than a Cannae-style 
encirclement; 


During the large-scale peaceful protests, it could have been gradual operations with 
minimum force used instead of tear gas and rubber bullets being fired into the unarmed 


crowd and mindless rushes by riot police; 


The officers who drew and fired their revolvers at point blank range could have stayed 
from a distance and issued warnings instead of rushing in the middle of a crowd to play 
superhero; 


The two officers who turned back at Yuen Long Station on 21 July could have exercised 
their power that their colleagues often abused; 


The commander who ordered his subordinates to shoot at the head of the protesters at 
the CityU could have used common sense and could have followed the international 


standards; 


The commanders could have exercised better control at the front to prevent disorderly 
rushes and senseless beatings of the arrested instead of surrendering to their 
subordinates who went amok; 


The police associations could have stayed politically neutral instead of subscribing to a 
narrative that only fanned the fire; 


The drivers of police vehicles could have exercised self-control and stop imagining they 
were fighting a war, instead of creating lasting scenes that no one in Hong Kong could 


ever forget; 
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The psychological support branch of the HKPF could have identify the real problems in 
culture of the HKPF and look at the cases of the abuses instead of pretending not to 
understand why the HKPF has become the single most hated organization in Hong Kong; 


The PPRB could have admitted the mistakes committed by individual officers instead of 
childishly demanding the public to be grateful; 


The officers who let go the pro-government Titushki and violent supporters could have 
acted fairly instead of using those people to channel their own anger; 


The officers who mishandled their weapons could have simply followed their basic 
training instead of causing so many unnecessary injuries that could only taint the name 
of the HKPF forever; 


The HKPF could have avoided stirring up public disgust and anger by not deploying 
undercover detectives in the middle of the protesters; 


The HKPF could also helped maintain the rule of law by following legal procedures rather 
than help destroying it by gross violations such as planting weapons in the bags of the 
protesters; 


The expatriate officers could have acted impartially instead of using the rhetoric of being 
the “last line of defence” as a defence for their own incompetence and negligence; 


The frontline officers could have tried to understand the anger of the onlookers instead of 
provoking them and then accused them for being a threat; 


The officers could have supported the work of the journalists, medics, and rescue 
personnel so that the HKPF would not be forever associated with breaches of 
international human rights standards; 

As for the officers who pointed their weapons at unarmed citizens with a smile, stepping 


on arrested, and sitting on young students, however, little could be said about them; it 
was because of these people that international justice exists. 
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Notes 


1 https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/hongkong-protests-extradition-narrative/? fbclid=IwARO- 
SUnEXIV3mNARPc7nnRCZzHA lwYqUnxXeFxdehzPm2sSRvBDvr5v62Spk 


2HKDM #7893 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20190927/60088732) 


3https://www.scmp.com/comment/opinion/article/3039705/hong-kongs-leaders-have-only-one-way-out-protest-crisis-broad-open 


4https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/ch/component/k2/1495375-20191201.htm?spTabChangeable=0 


Shttps://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/tear-gas-returns-to-hong-kong-as-police-disperse-authorized-protest-march/ 
2019/12/01/ee5c860a-1415-11ea-924c-b34d09bbc948_story.html? 
fbclid=IwAROTS4ngSSI2PCNs1B95kqUV3b_66eaPbDli__vukNH4FhyKnko7YSjv3c8#comments-wrapper 


6 https://bit.ly/2NLDiv4 
7 https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/daily/article/20171004/20172139 
8 https://bit.ly/2TN7tWH 


9 https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20190227/593 10178; https://www.police.gov.hk/info/doc/police_in_figure/ 
2018/2018 _en.html 


10 https://www.police.gov.hk/info/doc/police_in_figure/2018/2018 police_in_fig.pdf 


1 https://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime/article/20191111/60254157; https://news.now.com/home/local/player? 
newsld=369491; https://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/trad/chinese-news-50387234 


12 http://www.xinhuanet.com/2019-11/12/c_1125223895.htm 


13 Use of Force in Law Enforcement and the Right to Life: The Role of the Human Rights Council, p. 5. 

14 Use of Force in Law Enforcement and the Right to Life: The Role of the Human Rights Council, pp. 5-6. 

15 Principle 1, Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials. 

16 Use of Force in Law Enforcement and the Right to Life: The Role of the Human Rights Council, p. 7. 

17 Use of Force in Law Enforcement and the Right to Life: The Role of the Human Rights Council, p. 8. 

18 Use of Force in Law Enforcement and the Right to Life: The Role of the Human Rights Council, p. 9 

19 Report of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, A/HRC/26/36, Paragraph 75. 
20 Use of Force in Law Enforcement and the Right to Life: The Role of the Human Rights Council, p. 9 

21 International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement: A Pocket Book on Human Rights for the Police (1997). 
22 International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement (1997). 

23 The PRC voted against both resolutions, but they were carried by a simple majority. 

24 Paragraph 97 of UNHRC General Comment No. 37 on ICCPR Article 21. 


25 Lam Tze-Yan, “Exercise of force during duty causing injuries. Is there lawful trespass of the person?,” http://www.onc.hk/en_US, 


exercise-of-force-during-duty-causing-injuries-is-there-lawful-trespass-of-the-person-pdf-only/? 
utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=exercise-of-force-during-duty-causing-injuries-is-there-lawful-trespass-of-the- 
person-pdf-only 

26 https://bit.ly/37dI7o]; https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/world/hong-kong-protests-excessive-force/ 


27Lam Tze-Yan, “Exercise of force during duty causing injuries. Is there lawful trespass of the person?,” 


http://www.onc.hk/en_US/exercise-of-force-during-duty-causing-injuries-is-there-lawful-trespass-of-the-person-pdf-only/? 


utm_source=rss&utm medium=rss&utm_ campaign=exercise-of-force-during-duty-causing-injuries-is-there-lawful-trespass-of-the- 


person-pdf-only 
28 https://www.police.gov.hk/offbeat/1150/chi/index.html 


29 http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get? Open&DS=A/HRC/RES/25/38&Lang=E 


30 https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/world/hong-kong-protests-excessive-force, 


31CAP 245 Public Order Ordinance, Section 13 Regulation of public processions: https://www.hklii.org/eng/hk/legis/ord/245/ 
s13.html 


32Public Order (Amendment) Ordinance 1995: https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr00-01/english/panels/se/papers/ls21e.pdf 
33CAP 383 Hong Kong Bill of Rights, Section 8 Hong Kong Bill of Rights: https://www.hklii.hk/eng/hk/legis/ord/383/s8.html 


34Public Order (Amendment) Ordinance 1995: https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr00-01/english/panels/se/papers/ls21e.pdf 


35 https://www. basiclaw. gov.hk/pda/en/basiclawtext/chapter_3.html 
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36HKDM #10575 (https://tl.hkrev.info/police-timeline/? sort by=date_asc); another example would be #10578 (https://bit.ly/ 
2RbHS86) 

37HKDM #11200 (multiple links: https://bit.ly/2RC179X) 

38HKDM #11958 (https://tl._hkrev.info/portfolio/= 4 t#AR/D Le Fi Sr I -48 BS WY) 

39 https://bit.ly/3 6fyO6D 

40HKDM #2944 (https://bit.ly/36cFjXU); https://nyti.ms/2NN50WV 

41 https://bit.ly/3 6eBktV 

42 https://bit.ly/2NLD07s 

43HKDM #5412 (https://tl _hkrev.info/portfolio/#] # ii 4 
44H KDM #5424; #5403 


4SHKDM #5464 (https://www.facebook.com/hkpfviolence/videos/668239483645841/?v=668239483645841); #5466 (https:// 
www.facebook.com/watch/?v=521483518420977; https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/ 4s ii JE 4E-7s EE (i SI RES 
ISLA KABHED) ; #8777 (https://www.facebook.com/standnewshk/posts/2486173191468286) 

46HKDM #6334 (https://www2.hkej.com/instantnews/current/article/2229747/iH ER wef 7 HEE ZS H@ He BA; https://news.rthk.hk, 
rthk/ch/component/k2/1476680-20190825.htm; https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/daily/article/20190825/20755600) 

4THKDM #12478 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/i#7t A BAUA-A ETB A BY) 

48HKDM #3545 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGtgar_VdwA; https://news.mingpao.com/pns/2 [ij /article/20190806/ 
s00001/1565030063437/); #7681 (https://news.now.com/home/local/player?newsId=363550; https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ tH FY vi 
(THe — (6 Ss BS TE /) 

49HKDM #13325 (https://bit.ly/3axWvKw); #18361 (https://bit.ly/30Mqvhp) 


ray 


rae A /) 


50 https://www.hongkongfp.com/2019/07/04/writing-wall-understanding-messages-left-protesters-storming-hong-kong-legislature/ 
SIHKDM #4472 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime/article/20190905/60011266) 

52HKDM #4780 (https://www.facebook.com/cuspcusp/videos/vb.503084439752305/506059989967044/) 

53 https://www2.hkej.com/instantnews/current/article/228547 1/2: ip AE ty + 2s jit Jie i Ye Bk 

54HKDM #15467 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ jie 3e J Bi Hi i825 ey - AE FH EE OR D4) Si ET ll) 

55HKDM #15397 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/ (fe xt petit A Ba MeE- Zep BB) ar -E  oe e) 


56HKDM #15462 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ ait A Je FE HE Te TB /) 
S7https://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime/article/20191103/60225515 
58https://hk.sports.appledaily.com/breaking/20191130/WICV7DMU4XDVK2CNYGO5WVTFHA/ 
5Shttps://news.rthk.hk/rthk/en/component/k2/1494738-20191127.htm?fbclid=IwAR3aZIMITmEe687wGdgrMI1K QFGrxYSjoik51-x- 
t-o0UFxntmpHp8Sc0uk 


60HKDM #24261 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#® LJ #4 5L- AP EET A Li OE RED 
61 https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/ch/component/k2/1495429-20191201.htm 
62 https://news.rthk. hk/rthk/ch/component/k2/1495610-20191202.htm 


68HKDM #25852 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ #38 REIK FEA HE AC A Ve it sat PY 5 TELA) 


64HKDM #25880 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/ Fe Bite T2448 ETS hE) ; #25899 (https://bit.ly/2sGpCdA); https:// 
hk.sports.appledaily.com/local/20191208/K2U6FWECLASSUH6X2JCKO36VC4/ 


65HKDM #25900 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ YE ij Res AWTS BK A LED) ; #25909 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/## FHA, 
REBR  RSEB)) -P RIE PTT /) 
66HKDM #26215 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/ i +k 3 petit 4 1 BL TE a TG HEY) 


67HKDM #26214 (https://tlhkrev.info/portfolio/W}HERSEES [FT INSC | CRE BE -HE Ae BAZ) 
68 https://hk.on.cc/hk/bkn/cnt/news/2019 1220/bkn-20191220035116164-1220 00822 001.html? 
foclid=IwAR3i_KJomKUcVaj29nhl09gV9CYE3sNGeuTA4TuofH7G0Gajsl-xdkfCLfo 


69HKDM #27912 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#& Ft tia JA RESET BE- BRE EL) 
70HKDM #29890 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/7#t AZEFt AGH NM 1 ai solani 


7HKDM #31161 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/## 3% 74 FEA ZA BI hi ah AL : e 
73 https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/20200102, OVS EY M2 ATYDWMROATIOTIULIA/ hits bit.ly/3ayPZ6k 


74A typical case: HKDM #4446 (https://www.facebook.com/258006134228270/posts/3122653971096791?sfns=mo) 
73HKDM #4760 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4R5YD7qxqY &feature=youtu.be) 


hs 


Page 187 of 212 


70HKDM #3056 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7dxh8sH6cA; https://youtu.be/sQk9mLw07WM; https://topick.hket.com/ 
article/2375052/ [@U cE] B77 BEE Be EO 1 ACE FS TE ME3 %80%B80 TIF FE YEF%BC%WIA 77 BA FEIE HS A) 


77HKDM #4421 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UT5gpKc-KXU; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kkh2zMGjNr0; https:// 
www.facebook.com/watch/?v=706829243073157) 


78 https://www.hkcnews.com/article/22191/)> FH 1 38-3 ay Tir ee HG- M FS -22.2.03 

79HKDM #4392 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FGcTEd8Wh4c) 

80HKDM #4410 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EtUp7lixXc-s; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2255606601203891; 
https://Awww.facebook.com/RTHKVNEWS/posts/2728280057280033) 

81HKDM #18008 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#¢Bi8 +7 PAG FR EF oe Bb_L rit BCH A RA Ta 

82HKDM #4779 (https://lihkg.com/thread/1505583/; https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[yj 5% 8 A Ta PA A JE BE IR RAE FE-FR 
SE) 

83HKDM #5375 (https://www.facebook.com/LostDutch/videos/1232159630319881/) 


84HKDM #3717 (https:/Avww.youtube.com/watch?v=p7_P4laviCc); #4445 (https://Awww.facebook.com/standnewshk/photos/a. 
720050934747 196/2416419985110274/?type=3 &permPage=1; https://www.facebook.com/daisychuchu/videos 
10157525603576948/; https://www.facebook.com/dadazim/videos/2456267521271614/; https://www.facebook.com 
AndrewWanbulletin/videos/335019740546444; https://www.facebook.com/128807942654/posts/10157126426342655?sfns=mo; 
https://Awww.facebook.com/1432983410299343/posts/2371556533 108688?sfns=mo; https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=501084517103547; https://www.facebook.com/urrecord/posts/1353810041447916; https://www.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/ 
photos/a.170516952447/10158012378307448; https://www.facebook.com/rthk3 1thisweek/videos/609364662925852/); Realtime full 
length footage from multiple sources https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ten567KT160 


85HKDM #4823 (https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/ch/component/k2/1478223-20190901.htm; https://www.facebook.com/standnewshk/ 
photos/a.720050934747196/2421254137960192/?type=3&theater; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=613188142421811) 
86HKDM #4928 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=494971074670481; https://Avww.facebook.com/lawlaydream/photos/a. 
625475004302516/1180464008803610/?type=3 &permPage=1; https://www.facebook.com/hahahahamarco/posts 
10162361892195230) 

87HKDM #4829 (https://www.facebook.com/icablenews/videos/vb.186040714921338/627367391125316/?type=2&theater) 

88HKDM #7677 (https://lih.kg/1594097; https://news.mingpao.com/ins/}s fd /article/20190925/s00001/1569409113155/) 

89 https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/ch/component/k2/1479209-20190906.htm?spTabChangeable=0 

90 https://bit.ly/2RGONEk; https://bit.ly/2ReTfiv 

91 https://www.thenewslens.com/article/126859 

9%2HKDM #21847 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/P#e TE WUBI S| ABR AYD) ; HKDM #25169 (multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/ 
portfolio/ }4 Bi Ac Sess 1 1-18 A A 6 6-2 Hi i672 7 EEA) it 8 “FE FEE); #21864 (multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/BAiR ZEN 
FE RRP EL LA EA BRA LY); ttps://www.hk01.com/01 (4 #/403296/11-18-yh RHE A BEA -cotviig Re 2 i RCA HE 
BIH 
93HKDM #29440 (https://tl hkrev.info/portfolio/ il Fi 4 (Ae Hh 4 (1 I Ee TB -2 HUE/) ; #30752 (hetps://tl._hkrev.info/ 
portfolio/ {ii 7e 2s 4k BS HE BLATT ea Ti EEA); #30733 (https://tLhkrev.info/portfolio/ HAH ie SEV: +h BE 2s HATE By A i - 9 BE et Gd BET 
civ 
94HKDM #29486 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/ [i 9 Hij7 WI FRE AB t5 nl ti ER/); #29602 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ Ki see ee 
2A i Ud > ip NT po ee BL EAN) 
9SHKDM #29488 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/7¢ Hiyohore tj Fi 4E BY PRE) 

9SHKDM #3608 (https://theinitium.com/article/20190824-whatsnew-hk-824-protest/; https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/## 
AUll- 28 g- D-H SE eZ; hhettps://lihnkg.com/thread/1502125/page/1) 

97HKDM #3121 (https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/iiiF A 3 jis Fee wea ey -2s — EE ET ER /; hetps:// 
www.hk01.com/3¢$/35822 1/7284 @-% dL SE At BAL AL A 5 AB) 

98HKDM #3510 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=513448716072445; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8GgupjMYJ8) 
99HKDM #4483 

100HKDM #9962 (https://www.hkO1.com/#-¢7 $i fiJ/38 1542/36 50 (25 fol] Fe aT NT Tis | PF - FP g (P ; hetps:// 
news.mingpao.com/pns/#z fij/article/20191003/s00001/1570043057204/# HAS IB ae ak Kes FE [i] Wl) (iG Be tS Jd ak FFS SE BAT- Bea 
[BER ALA SE EP ES Je RE UR oe Je ve a 2 SE A Fg AH 


101 https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/™ f4,-—- J 4 WA DU 15 Hb 25 BE ZN e-Bay ie 
10HKDM #9433 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/bj 72“ Isl ni BH PH EAB /; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=401437670566285) 
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1033HKDM #9434 (multiple links: https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/# & fal THI FARE ARE) 


104HKDM #9435 (multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[i 5% Ut EP BE BA ALAS Era et BA /) 

1l0SHKDM #9483 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=273243563559179; multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/bii a HA 
OE EAR Bet a /) 

106GHKDM #9926 (multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ (AVE 2 (i BA bis -lal T  A E) 


107HKDM #18332 (multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/%¢ 1% 77 AE fit eu #4 BH = 2S A - H  E K e/) ; #19230 
(https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/7s et Be (hs SG BSG) 


1l08HKDM #18343 (https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/ [ri] 4 Sl Ze - 26 15 BE SEL, (B/E - Bt HEE FS Ts OP Bae BS Ee I B= 
fa /; https://www.facebook.com/hkcnews/videos/2789200604445508/; https://www.facebook.com/studioincendo/videos/ 
2266577476966466/; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=429273 844450984) 


109HKDM #8782 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/ij 9k FA LH SE tt t-te EI) 

NOHKDM #3630 (https:/Avww.youtube.com/watch?v=fa wgTXI5dA; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=365435474388231; 

https://Awww.hkcnews.com/article/23 102/825 25 js (lip 3-4 & HAR - lA A BAAG-23 104/ it KGAA; https://www.facebook.com/socrec/ 

videos/657655694735292/; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=711627399308942) 

111 https://www.hk01.com/2¥ #£/3 6803 8/2 Fy ay © - 5 Fh i Bs LE Ak eH - A aE BEL; https://Awww.thestandnews.com, 

politics/# 77 - Fi alti Dil Ei 55-4 38 ES INE AS GB Ja Ag SE Hhy]-86- A / 

12HKDM #12958 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/4z 4 4 (fi 48 = ih i 2 AAS); #18342 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/f# 7 Hy sk 
Fa umi Ee CRY) /); #18335 (https://tlhkrev.info/portfolio/w H4 4 yi a 4 — fh] AAG); #18337 (https://tl.hkrev.info/ 

portfolio/|}j 9 WAR ts ine BE (S855) /); #19220 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ pi (i 7e"4 32 EA Tw Al ER (VbHA) /); #19283 

(https://tL hkrev.info/portfolio/ 3 Wf iS Hk DEAE WY GE BS 4 AC ETE AER EI) 

13HKDM #20544 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/+ fp Pu NE BU AEE ig - 22 FS HS Jat Be eh ae TE) 

N4HKDM #9050 (https:/Avww.gettyimages. hk/detail/#r [il Ha Fr /hong-kong-police-escort-a-detained-protester-near-the-central-# i] Ha 

}+/1171981039; https://tl.hkrev.info/ portfolio ja Fill FE Hil Hewes £4 J) SP EA 3 BY/); #20842 (hteps://tL.hkrev.info/ 

portfolio/ jE peti 35 MAB pepe FE a TT ER) 

MSHKDM# 11600 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/%s iii 4 — yx Hi 17 BSS BAB); #18333 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ 22 ii 3 BK 

tak CATED) /) 

N6HKDM #21859 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ Fé #2 BAH BE FTA FEI MRE /E/); #21619 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[j x2 [Ay 

SHARE Se FAB); #21835 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/pjj 2 4 Gb AAA A LB) 

N7HKDM #21591 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/# & Fy Uk Beka iF Bic Ta a) 

N8HKDM #23038 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/# K Be Me ih @ BEG: Ev. BUBORE A BAB-2/) 

NSHKDM#21764 (https://tl hkrev.info/portfolio/)i 38 MF Vues TE El APA Cas NC : ESHA AR /); HKDM #21784 (https:// 

tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ #7 5H FB) PARI ARE EN -  A) 

l0HKDM #21782 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/PA= HI (ABUENE) /) 

2AHKDM #21790 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/j ene 

122HKDM #10855 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/83 14x pif A - 34 55 F447 Mad b-repeated/) 


123HKDM #28728 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/3? il A 3e & aA RA ri ER aE De EA eh ih 7B VE SEY) ; #29005 (https://tl.hkrev.info 
portfolio/ PEW; AI77 GS: @ -Er ARAB YE 42 Ai [ey aE BHP Ti BR SRS AB /) 
124HKDM #28922 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[)j 32 Ce FE HH 3 9S BLAH [a BEE RE FE) 


125“Manual of Guidance on the Management, Command, and Deployment of Armed Officers,” 2011, p. 30 


= 


a 


126M anual of Guidance on the Management, Command, and Deployment of Armed Officers,” 2011, p. 34 
127“Manual of Guidance on the Management, Command, and Deployment of Armed Officers,” 2011, p. 34 
128“Code of Practice on Police use of Firearms and Less Lethal Weapons,” 2003, p. 3. 


29HKDM #4391 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime/article/20190701/59776309; https://youtu. be/Al13Dfh2MrDE? 
t=320; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=456241705207356); #4413 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=307812079966535; 
https://Awww.facebook.com/hkpfviolence/photos/a.2787921037947170/2802946306444643/; https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/ch/video- 
gallery.feed?vid=1468227&type=atom); #4397 (https:/Avww.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/videos/582205742522563/); #4434 
mages facebook.com/watch/?v=382871349099523); #4404 (https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/8-4-§ i jl- Ji ES pes HB 
BH OE MLTR - AAI ED Ei RGE/); #7677 (https://news.mingpao.com/ins/ js fi/article/20190925/ 
ae 1569409113155/ [831 AFH) Be HE ST DH SF = Se 14 te — AE SE A Be (EB SLA ?web_push=1); #4467 
(https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=45 1448749049758; https://www.facebook.com/RTHKVNEWS/videos/vb. 
715486135226112/736407323473623/?type=2&theater); #15513 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/5¢ W4y BAR 
th); #16557 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ sie Bet] 5 78 BAW MIL it- Sue Ee Bl Wii/); #19285 (https://tl.hkrev. info/portfolio/ ra 
Tye BT YS er T BES I Hk Fe LS IE at.) 
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1BOHKDM #4411 (https:/Avww.facebook.com/lovehunghom/videos/403753606917123/?v=403753606917123; https: 
www.facebook.com/watch/?v=723550888097212) 

BIHKDM #4420 (https://news.now.com/home/local/player?newsId=355295; https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=853636698351309) 

12HKDM #2967 (https://Avww.facebook.com/hkpfviolence/videos/600211997170367/ 
UzpfSTYwMjQ1IMjEwODoxMDEINjMzMTQ2MDkxMjEwOQ/); #3147 (https://streamable.com/hke9t); #3163 (https:// 
www.facebook.com/hkucampustv/videos/323960905189061/) 

133HKDM #12451 (https://www.881903.com/Page/ZH-TW/newsdetail.aspx?ItemId= 1148639 &csid=261_341); #14950 (https:// 
t.hkrev.info/portfolio/#* #3 +) e+h_L A-BAT) 

1B4HKDM # 4766 (https://lihkg.com/thread/1405484/page/1) 

135HKDM #30958 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/907 Jk His HY st OR BE ed AE A A SEED), 

Be6HKDM #12227 (https://twitter.com/Charlot14449117/status/1184857185102131207; https://www.facebook.com/groups/ 
buyeasyjob/permalink/2479979352214219/); #11447 (https://tlhkrev.info/portfolio/ (i <2 Je IE ABA, FET it -E  T) ; 
#13718 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/4¥ [fl ge thi A ALT AL FL BS ET GH Be DEB LK) ; #20610 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/P EE 
4 ANG ee He De te tA EE AY); #19298 (https://tl .hkrev.info/portfolio/B}j Ae 8s iY TAG A HEE BY EE E/) ;; #29146 (https:// 
tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ 44 fii py sk Ey 25 EAE oe ti /) 

B7HKDM #9962 (https://news.mingpao.com/pns/# fij/article/2019 1003/s00001/1570043057204/ #4 HE Ag FES FH AK Mea Be lis] 7) (CARE GF - Te 
tgs |S EET - (ewe | GEREN; heeps://www.thestandnews.com/politics/# (5 2x ul BS MMM -SE ETE De LYRE Pa ee 
(Si) -SEY NE Ase SES 2 Se a 
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260 https://www.scmp.com/print/magazines/post-magazine/long-reads/article/3022942/truth-about-tear-gas-how-hong-kong-police 


261 https://www.scmp.com/print/magazines/post-magazine/long-reads/article/3022942/truth-about-tear-gas-how-hong-kong-police 
262HKDM #3065 (https://www.facebook.com/105259197447/posts/10157799734892448/) 

263HKDM #4769 

264HKDM #3010 


265HKDM #4769 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6HZYrxyutsA; [still photo] https://www.facebook.com/HKPPA/photos/a. 
182315455170209/2164064256995309/?type=3 &theater); #4898 


(https://www.macaubusiness.com/macau-reporter-claims-to-have-been-attacked-by-hk-police-during-protest/) 
266HKDM #3051 (https://www.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/videos/2328603267392842, 
UzpfSTEWMDAwMzQ1MjIxMDU0MzoxNDMyMTA4NTYZNTgwODew/) 

267HKDM #3556 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v= 1323050837851033); #30324 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio, 
Te) 


It 
al 
EE 
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268HKDM #3561 (https://news.mingpao.com/pns/#[iij/article/20190715/s00001/1563128596154/; https://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=Nf7MLvVfCKE; https://Awww.facebook.com/watch/?v=2361028710654937); #4826 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local, 
20190903/PPQEVKRIBNJCFRBU7VTRJQEYZQ/); #4936 (https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/# iif Scar SH fed et TA PSE 
BC -REEE ES aR I-32 RBA ER D/; hetps://www.facebook.com/715486135226112/posts/2790040071 10403 1?sfns=mo; https:// 
www.facebook.com/watch/?v=938500649838417; https://www.facebook.com/cityusuedb/posts/1140397339484490); #6827 
(https://www.facebook.com/cityusu.cbc/videos/445658076045037/); #26557 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ Ti E74 72 - Bei A 
269HKDM #13915 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/#é {7A BH 4A- [Alf By AM i A EE) 

270HKDM #13661 (http://bit.ly/2Rerwex); #18370 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/i Hii 3H iy th lit E FE-PE (EE AL E32 RK) 
271HKDM #7928 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DoM0O509z2WQ; https://news.mingpao.com/pns/## [ij /article/20190924/ 
s00001/1569263898344/) 


272HKDM #19210 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/+k HAW h AAG Me Ekle AE) 


273HKDM #5419 (https:/Avww.thestandnews.com/politics/ if si (757) AN SS Be BL SE CE a] aT A Sy] — FB; 
https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/j-44 4] 4 Hi HA FS (lek FEB is ER Wi 8 Le ak - HE REO FI); #6328 (https:// 
www.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/photos/a.170516952447/101580809 13132448/?type=3 &theater; https://www.facebook.com/ 
watch/?v= 1352624078222103); #11786 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/[yj 3k Me Weer Bi Da 7A LE EE EET) ; #11675 (http:// 
bit.ly/37lqVOs); #11714 (http://bit.ly/2G9dPak); #12745 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/ [i] FM +f $h/> Zr Fs AL kc PAL) ; #13900 
(https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ [ij fet ste. AA); #14452 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ ja] —FE AE BA Met Bk eA 
HID; #15039 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/Bii xe" lal FET BE SR TU ET EA); #15069 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/##-# 
KA MEM et Ue fA Ke EY); #15035 (https://tl _hkrev.info/portfolio/77 Fxt ial 7 ABR Lit WEN); #16532 (https://tl _hkrev.info/ 


say 


portfolio/ si fi 7c HIB Te ROE G2 2 Be ); #17956 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ iw HE FS IRA THO HUES Fa) %E3 %8BOM8OI 

Th TERE); #19239 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ |i Fe si 4 Ti FS DIA) ; #21867 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/= K ik 
AFF EY S57 3 - FE JB SE ETAMEAL/) ; #23887 (http://bit.lv/36gaQbj); #26817 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/bij 5 4 [i IA ea 
ER- Jay Nit 2 ALAA); #27018 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[j xe Mes FE Hts CHA ES Fe - i 4% Hh REET) ; #32025 (https:// 
tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ tii Tit EMH ERP eK) 


274HKDM #5408 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#& Ik BE =e Fl Wet be FH PU EK) ; #15531 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/ A fil # 
DEB ti PE eC HBL) 

275HKDM #8778 (https://www.facebook.com/mingpaoinews/posts/2566841533375966; https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=1418603001624889) 


270HKDM 9044 (multiple links here: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[}j ae BE la ay WE HS Fe) 
277TH KDM #20544 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/# #6 PUNey AAAS: - 2 EDA HE J Be ele nb ht LE /) 
278HKDM #30341 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ 4 Al rat #8 CE PAG PU Ee 68 kK -S  T RG/) 
279 https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/world/hong-kong-protests-excessive-force 
280HKDM #21757 (https://tLhkrev.info/portfolio/ 4 i FA A Se aR FE, fel HS] 4 HA A GE ES /) 


281 https://cn.nytimes.com/china/20190925/hong-kong-yellow-object/zh-hant/; HKDM #4907 (https://www.thestandnews.com 
politics/[bi H:-728- (ij 3e- Pt Hae GR Wil Snes (a Pe Br Hs /); #4935 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=359980724924288) 


282HKDM #10598 (https://Awvww.facebook.com/shatindistrict/posts/2923538227656529) 


283HKDM #4933 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=353238195630383); #6502 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=638248650017802); #25909 (http://bit.ly/2upjZkr) 


284HKDM #21757; #13849 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/## I CVT FRE A AR AE) 

285HKDM #13607 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#i3t; IAP EE @/) ; #25978 (http://bit.ly/2NOADAZ) 
2860HKDM #12745 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ [i] -4e st fh /> ee Fe Hk a) 

287HKDM #17519 (http://bit.ly/2GdagrH) 


a 


288 http://www.acebeam.com/w30 


289 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/laser-radiation-safety-advice/laser-radiation-safety-advice 


290 https://www.hongkongfp.com/2019/09/25/grandpa-chan-protest-mediator-says-hong-kong-police-pepper-sprayed-without- 


warning/; https://cn.nytimes.com/china/20190925/hong-kong-yellow-object/zh-hant/ 


291HKDM #6763 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=937509539959813; https://www.facebook.com/715486135226112/posts/ 
2827172350724136?sfns=mo; https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/daily/article/20190923/20773537; https://std.stheadline.com, 
instant/articles/detail/1097105/; https://www.facebook.com/710476795704610/posts/2472206629531609?sfns=mo; https: 
www.facebook.com/RTHKVNEWS/videos/436667353871824/; https://tLhkrev.info/portfolio/[}i #24 4% FE FA FAs Bill IRA ED) 
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2922HKDM #26730 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ 7 Hi & A wy at Sb pt Ye3 %80%8 O it BES AR Rl HS HE YS A Ie /) 
2933HKDM #21757 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/4{t i AZ HT ARE A) 
294HKDM #21590 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#¢ Ff AH VRE HL -F JE ( )) 


295 https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/plug-your-ears-run-nypd-s-use-sound-cannons-challenged-n1008916; https:// 


www.fastcompany.com/4058522 1/piercing-sound-can-be-excessive-police-force-federal-court-rules 


296 https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201806/13/P2018061300435.htm 


297TH KDM #7898 (https://www.facebook.com/cityusuedb/posts/1156778644513026; https://www.facebook.com/zeparc/videos, 
10162239760055305/); #12742 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ #4 = 3 Fi lal ae 4 Ht Ye fa 7k 2663 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio, 
A ES a) ; #21615 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/si ad Be 7k Kia HEMP -7% Bi HL i fille 7 
298HKDM #12752 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/7k \ea FE iy FTE WA 71s BN Pet BE EY) ; #12490 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ fT 
HBL BEY EE 8k He - PE BRR S) ; #12811 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/ EAE BUH Ty BL ak MoS Ye) 

299HKDM #21794 (https://tLhkrev.info/portfolio/— 4 FRE #2! SE i Ue fa 7k 75 Ye/) 

300HKDM #12707 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/# 9 4M [a] Ee SE a) 

301HKDM #12493 (multiple links: multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/4 Vx 3 Es lal woe FEAT He fa AIL) ; #12486 (https:// 
tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/75 42 ij He-S E [a Ae GE BE UE fa KIA) ; #13304 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/# 77 4B [i] 33 Ee Ft 
Wey - SEI MEAS BI) 

302HKDM #13823 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/4 7k (4,26 Hi 7K 2B HEM -75 Ye Keift/) ;; #13898 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ FEA ihe ALE 
TAGE RE (6 -Po Re KE) 

303 HKDM #27722 (http://bit.ly/2N]j84T) 

304HKDM #16814 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/7k Hl Ht £E 4 HE} 74 BS EI kk Ts ea A) 

305HKDM #19196 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ 7K fa HH 4 He HS ik FE CHER A FTIR AB) 

306HKDM #29603 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/Ze VNH 7K 4a HA BLAM De Be FE HP HL) 

307HKDM #2911 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jALKeta_C8A&feature=youtu.be) 

3083HKDM #4396 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime/article/20190728/59871466) 

300HKDM #10534 (https://twitter.com/ayanchiu/status/1180421721867735041; https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/ {#5 H'-10-1- 
PSPS Hy Be opr ha ea i ae A as ee TI fe) 

310H KDM #13589 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/% Vx LHF PAU Fe Sete FT ETT A EPR AS RI) 

3HKDM #23888 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/3H A Ibi 5 FATED DS EB HT rs 2 A MLE) 

312HKDM #10906 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#¢ Hi jal 7F eH fd Fi Te] A BPE) 

313HKDM #15592 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ik He) Et BEAM [nl 7s Be) 

314HKDM #18335 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/2e 15 4 3h Bay Be Ey ke des [a] A BE) 

315 https://www.facebook.com/tang.earthquake/videos/539088770261385/ 

316HKDM #21864 (multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ BE Ag 2541 ie PRG TH Be LN 18 a) A ER A BEL) 

317HKDM#5382 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime/article/20190823/59963196) 

318HKDM #5309 (https://www.hk01 .com/3¢%$/351848/~) HH vie 47- Ey BE Ba es Ee HT BR -  e  ea EHE); #5300; #5275 
319HKDM #5465 (https://news.now.com/home/local/player?newsId=351573); #5488 (https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=7ORvzS]20GI &feature=youtu.be); #5509 (http://cablenews.i-cable.com/ci/videopage/news/551099/; https://news.now.com, 
home/local/player?newsld=352747); #5068 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6dfVtDqMDY &feature=youtu.be&t=546); #4767 
(http://passiontimes.hk/article/08-05-2019/54886); #6862 (https://youtu.be/Jp3w-Olwszk; https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=1010701245938223); #7335 (https://tlhkrev.info/portfolio/null-3/); #12750 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ [jj 32" 45 Fe TH HRP FE IR 
Afuck-off-Fi HEE) ; #12706 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ tH 4a Hi 7s Ze fF ak He EVE % RA Ch Ay fbi/); #20636 (http://bit.ly/ 
3aFmIXU) 

320H KDM #5515 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=573837483023483) 


321 https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/# Bh) PSF Ly ME TL ZS Eas BB 07 FS 
322 https://www.hk01 .com/3e 4/407 090/88 Fy aes @ HE HH 45 IP i EH AP ERS HY os ZS a Ded RE J 


323 https://news.mingpao.com/pns/#[#]/article/2019 1006/s00001/1570298187322/; https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/ch/component/ 
k2/1484487-20191005.htm 


324H KDM #13897 (https://tLhkrev.info/portfolio/# 9 ir © ii BE ak Bll FE fe] —- fe = /); #15649 (http://bit.ly/2ujd3 We) 
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325HKDM #30627 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ 33 /> DU 4 3H i fifi Sha Me a - 7 IPE EEE A a 

326HKDM #5283 (https://www.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/photos/a.1705 16952447/10157984835042448/); #13591 (https:// 
tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ 3? Wis 73 $4) Nee Cee a Joe HE Zs Ee A) 

327HKDM #4947; #11489 (https://tL.hkrev.info/portfolio/Nj 284 2¢ fi Le Hl be ie mn/) ; #13592 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ 
Hf else ee YE REE 8/); #13826 (hetps://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ #52 il] Hie Lat tS 40 22 IB - Art PEA AEE IPE OHH RE/) ; #15488 
(https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/# 5 sss (i EA EBA AE Bi) 

328HRC General comment No. 37, ICCPR Article 21: right of peaceful assembly 

329HKDM #8559 (http://bit.ly/2RCsUXR) 

330 http://bit.ly/37gYUY5 

331 https://news.mingpao.com/ins/ #* fi /article/20191026/s00001/1572093965660 


332HKDM #17850 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ PU & js: Wy iy ee eT Dee - BS HEFT V7 EZ) ; https://hk.news.appledaily.com/ 
local/realtime/article/20191111/60252712 


333 https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20191111/60252712; https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/en/component/ 
k2/1503524-20200118.htm?spTabChangeable=0 

334HKDM #19215 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ii 2 [hl] iis Wt Hy Be AM, 28 D2 Fe ai a os Ns -72. 1 BF A> Be es /) 

335HKDM #4782 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=418059329063052); #4368; #4457 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=419320218556284; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vm8 Mijy]332Q); #4431 (https://hk.entertainment.appledaily.com/enews, 
realtime/article/20190915/60048443; https://ol.mingpao.com/ldy/showbiz/latest/201909 15/1568556363786/); #6441 (https:// 
www.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/posts/10158081467537448; https://www.facebook.com/MetroDailyNews/photos/a. 
498643590565912/768931406870461/?type=3&permPage= 1; https://www.facebook.com/inmediahk/photos/pcb. 

243999 17827045 12/2439989932704697/?type=3&theater); #8860 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/daily/article/ 
20190926/20775504; https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/}}j #8 EK -F Hii SA EE Bel IRE eT); #12913 
(http://bit.ly/2GbnFZP); #16550 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ ir BAEK es DAE Bk es Bei Or 54 7 ee /) 

36H KDM #4272 (https://www.facebook.com/applecitycrime/posts/1353830394766149); #6442 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com 
local/realtime/article/20190921/60070336; https://www.facebook.com/akorcp/photos/a. 1649560435297698/2419562481630819/? 
type=3 &theater) 

337 https://news.mingpao.com/pns/#fiJ/article/201909 10/s00001/1568054883152/ 

3383HKDM #4378 (https://www.facebook.com/hkpfviolence/posts/2954846687921270; https://m.facebook.com/MasterOverPower/ 
photos/a.21381440565 14894/2326011014394863/) 

339HKDM #4263 (https:/Awww.facebook.com/watch/?v=2333696590210994); #7675 (https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=VN60O0ToTS12Y &feature=youtu.be); #10655 (https://imgur.com/gallery/R2wvISE); #11771 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#pk4iz 
Ea ee a) ; #17184 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/HE a& Fil AR HE) ; #23718 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/+} He Se t bee Fe ip 38- 
OSE Gt 2 PR i IG ae /) 

340H KDM #3008 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20190626/59757122); #4272 (https://www.facebook.com/ 
applecitycrime/posts/1353830394766149); #8838 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/& fit FBeALL EM Pe); #12883 
(https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/|ij 5 4Ht ti Le PEE EB Re LE) ; #13841 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/Hl BH Zc peqi A Sp Ae- 


Ab 


iS 


341HKDM #4350 (https://bit.ly/2DU1hTy); #5464 (https://www.hkcnews.com/article/22394/714V> HH Hl tii-dEI FEA -Vb He 
#6-22413/4E AH: https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=668239483645841); #4285 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/fi J A (8) fet 
Sho PE Hay FE Te IE a) ; #4400 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime/article/20190729/59874738); #4369 (https:// 
www.facebook.com/cpthcheng/posts/2916798645061001); #7693 (https://www.facebook.com/shatindistrict/posts/ 

285958396405 1956; https://Awww.facebook.com/1007740659/posts/10217778577308639/); #4826 (https://www.facebook.com, 
watch/?v=412570502723138; https://www.facebook.com/cityusuedb/posts/1136793856511505; https://hk.news.appledaily.com, 
local/20190903/PPOEVKRIBNJCFRBU7VTRIQEYZO/); #4462 (https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/ch/component 
k2/1478615-20190903.htm; https://www.facebook.com/mudcow3/videos/1327283067429328/; https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=2445559035503283; https://lih.kg/1533119) ; #4363 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=419272275606974; https: 
www.thestandnews.com/politics/3} [fl Re Hfi- IH: Afi 4 Bb 5 BS Eb JS EG HB oT At 44); #3740 (hetps://www.facebook.com/ 
watch/?v=2334549683307531); #9399 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=884792105255324); #15074 (https://tl.hkrev.info/ 
portfolio/ (iif Hilt HEE A) SbF oe FTE RETA HR); #14859 (https://tl hkrev.info/portfolio/ ft 3 Fit 44 Le Wet EH De PY — EB 
tkin); #15651 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/4E# wy tH A PEAR HTEMEY ; #16533 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/tr Fi A ye ae 
E ci ; #19265 (https://tl. eens info/portfolio/ 4 li] Yet Hub Xe Js - 58 FAIL ELSE) ; #20611 
(https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/3¥ jis pyi Fe Me HD; #20542 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ A “4 Bate pei > te 
LA; #21316 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/--™ i]— 48 4- JHB pat Arte alee HL) 


er 


aS A 
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342HKDM #12877 (https://news.mingpao.com/pns/#[ij/article/20191024/s00001/1571853854812/); #4323 
343HKDM #11249 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/% 3% LI #i GiGi SH He A RS EE AE/) 

344H KDM #10896 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ji ff AH Z- 38 8 Be ae Bs RE S) 

345HKDM #21823 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ #3 bi ses i A ZRF HT - H PEPE) 

346H KDM #31247 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/+-# 2% #40 4 ji (2 
347 https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/Hi}¥ tin tc VE 2& J ti, -67 - A 2% HE a Es 1 EA 


348 https://cn.nytimes.com/china/20190621/hong-kong-extradition-protests-christians/zh-hant/ 


AB 


349H KDM #4761 (https:/Awww.facebook.com/RTHKVNEWS/Vvideos/453050845272483/) 


350HKDM #6570. 


351HKDM #4900 (https://Awww.facebook.com/watch/?v=2294146557503320); #4934 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
V=2894623580611488); #4909 (https://hk.on.cc/hk/bkn/cnt/news/20190805/bkn-20190805 172332941-0805 00822 001.html); 
#6569 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20190902/59999744); #6563 (https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=gA6VhKYNvcY); #10041 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=quG3 1LgeV1Q); #9757 (multiple links: http://bit.ly/38spPAk); 
#9688 (multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#k Hz HERE WHEL a) ; #9697 (multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/i a af 
FBR TAR Mich sO — TS FE FS WY) ; # 14600 (https://tl._hkrev.info/portfolio/ 2% fig 5 FAS ay BS HY Fl -BY AE) ; #13593 (https:// 

tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/s7 37 it fs BEER SJ AI); #16552 (http://bit.ly/2RckLdM); #17092 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ 
(EE AR FR OF pa ed a Ty BATH); #17921 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#e biltaia? PRI EL Py HE aa DBE); #20619 (http:// 
bit.ly/3awUCht); #24281 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/# PH ace ££ wi - RoR 6-H BH  -F /) 


352HKDM #4922 (https://www.facebook.com/hkcnews/videos/373390986892704/; https://www.hk01.com/2® #£/3 70248/8-3 Li 47-7K 
BE 2 B- e-a  e; hetps://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2482134041844190); HKDM #11958 (https://tl.hkrev.info/ 
portfolio/ = 22 fifi IR /S> te Fp A 1 4 GG AME I HH BR YF); #12957 (http://bit.ly/2tHcdmb ); #15073 (https://tl.hkrev.info/police- 
timeline/? sort _by=date_asc); #15398 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[jj 3e 4% A V7 39 ey 7B -MY HAM/) ; #16064 (https:// 
tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ Ae Ja iE tH v7 Fi i BS [oe ES SA -F S B il-RED) 5 #24473 (http://bit.ly/2v2UCoW); #29608 (https:// 
tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[}i se FALLS Weel Be ECE Br Wd lB A) a /) ; #29719 (hetps://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ Bi xe as 45 ay SE 
Ge aie ee Fe FY i Bd ait Be) Ss 9-H) ; #30317 (http://bit.ly/369Xaln); #30599 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#t 4 i737 ay -18 Be Bi 
PESO RAN <i> woe ee. Ben AER: (Toe SRR SP CRE: hetp://bit.ly/2NLRcgS 


353HKDM #23207 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/— FERS A EE WFAA) 


354HKDM #4911 (https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/Hi H 485 a 2 th DY Ae 2 PS A A B/; https://www.facebook.com/ 
crhknews/videos/386018355240200/; https://news.mingpao.com/ins/#* [i] /article/20190729/s00001/1564379671378/) 


355HKDM #9486 (multiple links: http://bit.ly/2u069y]); #11785 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ A sxe Fr 2 Yi i A Ni BA FEES) ; 
#12749 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/# 3225 DK jak Wpkitl BE ZEHEAA/) 


356HKDM #4769 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6HZYrxyutA; [still photo] https://www.facebook.com/HKPPA/photos/a. 
182315455170209/2164064256995309/?type=3 &theater); #4898 (https://www.macaubusiness.com/macau-reporter-claims-to-have- 
been-attacked-by-hk-police-during-protest/) HKDM 4899 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= SqPtRZWOgxl); # #4901 1 (https:// s:// 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUfspm7xvjo; https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/H¥ ffi jit 3H Ta AN Eat He if 2 Be TERE 
BWCSEI); #4914 (https://Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=M9QEJZ-MBRQ; https://Avww.youtube.com/watch?v= 9WZhOjYuoVO; 
https://youtu.be/bCLgiJgV3eg?t=57; https://Avww.facebook.com/watch/?v=89 1374204588624); #4902 (https://www.881903.com/ 
Page/ZH-TW/newsdetail.aspx?csid=261 341 &itemid=1137204); #4906 (https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/727-JtHI- (EYRE 
BOP - ZALES /;, http://www. facebook.com/watch/?v=436797200505590); #3162 (https:// 
www.facebook.com/RememberYourMum/posts/707841362983465); #4905 (http://bit.ly/2RdVa3V); #4935 (https:// 
www.facebook.com/watch/?v=359980724924288); #4913 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=898797103812177); #4917 
(https://www.facebook.com/HKbadguys/photos/a.107721463913100/118507632834483/?type=3 &theater); #4918 (https:// 
www.facebook.com/RTHKVNEWS/Vvideos/2927947800610702/); #4426 (https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/ch/component, 
k2/1476782-20190826.htm); #4929 (https://news.now.com/home/local/player?newsId=361419; https://news.mingpao.com/ins/}#t 
faj/article/20190903/s00001/1567500187984/; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1326747547490949); #4938 (https:// 
www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2297402017175853); #7884 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=521811945330004) ; #4941 
(https://www.facebook.com/cityusuedb/videos/1 1054728765087 10/?v=1105472876508710); #4939 (https://www.facebook.com/ 
5798277487 16829/posts/27 10336685665914?sfns=mo); #4754 (https://news.now.com/home/local/player?newsld=3 62866; https:// 
nextplus.nextmedia.com/article/2_694357_0); #4477 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=459625941295371; https:// 
hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20190918/60057261); #6340 (https://www.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/photos/a. 
170516952447/10158081152927448/?type=3 &theater; https://www.facebook.com/standnewshk/posts/2468003043285301; https: 
www.facebook.com/hkucampustv/posts/2463282840407064); #6827 (https://www.facebook.com/cityusu.cbc/videos, 
445658076045037/); #6857 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1198810703654544; https://www.facebook.com/cityusuedb, 
posts/1152095191648038); #8839 (https://Awww.facebook.com/watch/?v=377309119821180); #7898 (https://www.facebook.com, 
cityusuedb/posts/11567786445 13026; Page 198 of 212 


https://Awww.facebook.com/zeparc/videos/10162239760055305/); #8783 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/# % i i & Et Bt Ak 
Hl); #9654 (https:/Avww.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/videos/511810736046894?sfns=mo; https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local 
realtime/article/20191001/60105607); #9684 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/# 77 BAAR - HE B TE BD eA ES ET (FG HE) ; #10880 
(https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=468299350694084); #10881 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[ij 3 2 54h fel or HE Ae HSE EAL 
Ik -FHRE-EA/); #12494 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/}ii 44 Fe Ps HE HE AD TS att a A) ; #12637 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ 
Ta BHA Sp A ea ae Lb pe te E/) ; #12742 (https://tl _hkrev.info/portfolio/#i= FE iil ae Ht Ye fa 7k Ha/) ; #12733 (https:// 
tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ FF iH atl Fe Hh pea Th ay BCL); #12663 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/7k ti) Hi FE aoe); #13662 
(https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[}j 2 Ih) iy Fe -AE BAYT IESG); #13840 (https://tl hkrev.info/portfolio/# Fy Mee He FE BR - Wy 
i GH SE /); #13824 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[j ae 48 Hii as A ABR -V HE EL) ; #15036 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ 
Ane Wa AR AE EL) ; #19369 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ Hit fF Ea) ; #15528 (hetps://tl_hkrev.info/ 
portfolio//>4= FB #¢ Bl gi 4ili- A BiBe se SEH fis ol FEL); #13680 (hetps://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/bii 5 B Pit WG FT ae FE a, 
Wi); #16063 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/Bii 5 HAHA NEHA UATE 4 /) ; #16182 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#itiB LI KAY SE 
EASES Fe WS ty BL); #17804 (hetps://tl _hkrev.info/portfolio/# ¥ ly ay BEN RG AE) ; #17881 (http://bit.ly/2uhrpq2); #17997 
(https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[ij #4 Hi L7H AAG BE 2 n/); #18128 (https://tl .hkrev.info/portfolio/7 a Hii 
BLN aA Bt: shila #21817 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/# i so A A); #26518 (https://tl.hkrev.info/ 
ortfolio/Ki Fea Ft ; #27038 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/Bjj xe es HE A et ti a) ; #27217 (hetps:// 
tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ ai ii 2 HEAT lie 7% Sh FH Hi a LER ET) ; #21550 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/4T Waa FE -iH tbs BB EY); 
#28848 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/#% 43 [|] A A WHEE Ye3 %80% 80 dH FE BE SH FAHE %e3 % 80%8 OH BL); #29607 (https:// 
tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/#% %ef%be%9 aki 51] % FEI (Hil PEM FH Se SEB Hi U-HS B IK/) 


3572019-07-29 Oriental Daily News; HKDM #4915 (https:/Awww.facebook.com/watch/?v=2308027369437548; https:// 
www.facebook.com/nextmagazinefansclub/photos/a. 124899627673989/1308293802667893/?type=3; https:// 


www.thestandnews.com/politics/72 7-71 HA-## 71 iH 35H fal a ee HR /); #9683 (https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/™ fa, 
TE -8 Ht PRT EG GERM aL); #17881 (http://bit.ly/2uhrpg2); HKDM #20900 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/#H 
fa 2-7 Je BB PF a a) 

358HKDM #5416 (https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/r- 5 Ve ti - Hic 4 i FS pe UR Jae 0 Ze 4 fie BH WEF ED) 

Hoy -Ae JI BR B/) 

360HKDM #9685 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ 2/2 WEE 0 at dt Be 774 LEE) 


359HKDM #10617 (multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/i# HH as F1 HEI Se 


SS 


361HKDM #11769 (multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/now- jf [Hl Bi] Bi ie 2% BAAS Ue ie ts es BL TO) 
3622HKDM #13851 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ Fp Hf ay RM BE Hs ELS Be BT) 
363HKDM #16064 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/3& Fy ie Hii v7 dak el Be (eB -F it -A E EY) 

364HKDM #30340 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ i # nt HAL Ht (nit we ES PA Te BEB); Sia <> ale ay 
ae, BOR ERM: TAA RS SE BEER: http://bit.ly/2NLRcgs 

365 https://twitter.com/ennolenze/status/1193423375403601920 

366 https://today.line.me/hk/pc/article/$2 #61 + 10+ 4% Es Vi DA BET A SE %E3 %80%80% Vem BE A wh -12XLVQ 

367HKDM #26822 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#i 44 & Hk HERR EL ES -E) 

368HKDM #27219 (https://tlhkrev.info/portfolio/y }48 [Bel BX 25 ey 2s BS - IDE We Yb $F rl 2% -no-en glish-We PY ae He 6 /) 


369 HKDM #9827; HKDM #4919 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2955953111098379); #4878 (https://www.facebook.com, 
EdUHKSUEB/Videos/669716290188649/; Du pss woumifacebook, com/EdUHKSUEB/posts/2583 134935083460); #11228 (https:// 
tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ i 7874 18 Fl A PB act/); #19281 (http://bit.ly/2RAO04Yd); #20608 (https:// 

tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/J& Fs +E res aie ae. 2s al MBH): #26006 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[F si GH - = Fe 8 AE 


Fy FA Fa 
370HKDM #22293 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/+-4 4% 8/4 i es ze GTB Bi, J A EN E/) 


371HKDM #4395 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=436797200505590) 


372HKDM #4454 (https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/83 1 -S] #Ey#- 16-44 Hk Fs 4> es Fe TE - FH eh TET S/; etps:// 
www.thestandnews.com/politics//E7E fill 4 Ais 7714 BF-4L_L BRATS BEATZ, https://m.mingpao.com/ins/ #54 /article/20190902/ 
s00001/1567429340810/; https://www.hk01.com/#:@ jf PI/3 70785/8-3 jie 7f- FLL. BRL FS WE ER PR ER - KZA Ft); #19390 
(https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/fjj Re HHL) 


3733HKDM #12451 (https://www.881903.com/Page/ZH-TW/newsdetail.aspx? ItemId= 1148639 &csid=261_341); HKDM #5430 
(https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=405742406713152); #4302 (https://m.facebook.com/story.php? 
story_fbid=2358200617627505&id=483780698831135; http://hd.stheadline.com/news/realtime/hk/1565242/Bi) e- 345 HA -PE IU (o]-BE 
TEs SEL Sol 4 BL EEL BD 
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#4836; #10579 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime/article/20191004/60119171; https://www.facebook.com, 
andrew. kychiu/posts/10157883944832189? tn _=-R); #11635 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ lf i Ei SA¢T Wak 75 Be es FF i — Ts el 
WEBAE/); #25093 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/# AUR Fe ee EB Ayre - AE HL LAIST) 


374HKDM #25926 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/Byj $e 48 HEF BS ARR ae Be Te ER) 


375HKDM #5404 (https://www.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/photos/a.170516952447/10158006668642448/?type=3 &theater) 
eh 98 eae AY 2s Ae TE SHH H/) 

377HKDM #29720 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/lil] ® (ee (£ lin a BE 5) {HM SH 4 /) 

378 https://www.hk0O1 .com/iP §/34822 7/ Be ij 2 HAE AE BEL 7s a HY Haz J APE 2 GS A 

379 HKDM #4790 (https://www.facebook.com/RicePost.org/videos/410570182902778/); #7755 


370HKDM #22916 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/4 Avia ii 


(https://www.facebook.com/shatindistrict/posts/2884929804850705; https://www.facebook.com/hkplanninginfo/posts/ 
1151675628360696) 


380HKDM #19289 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/3? Wii #4 ar 44 ik SE MT RD ED) 
381HKDM #5415 (https://www.facebook.com/milkjojo/videos/10220884595650971/) 


382HKDM #6519 (https://Awww.facebook.com/watch/?v=3 132335373474989) 
383HKDM #18050 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ FH Ac 2 AE xe Hee Ty A Tid HH Be PY WT - fe FY /) 
384H KDM #21812 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/H#AGE & EB) 


385HKDM #21727 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/1118 A fi AH Ai BAS i ATR fail -2es Fe a WY LZ PER) ; hetps:// 
www.thetimes.co.uk/article/hong-kong-police-abusing-power-says-detainee-5rnn7jhjh?region= global 


386HKDM #25909 (http://bit.ly/2upjZkr) 


387HKDM #4815 (https://youtu.be/mT8SH2EJctk); #18372 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/Hisilsak Heth SH ARE [bbe EA DR /) 
388HKDM #7901 (https://www.facebook.com/janet812/posts/10156652694730493); #17277 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/j# 44 % tii 


RE 
389 HKDM #9589 (https://Awww.facebook.com/watch/?v=434289340543484); #9680 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=736329240143256); 


HKDM #13661 (http://bit.ly/2Rgrwex); #18339 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/ [7k fey pt Ho Fe AE He 1 ee Se Se a BL) 


390H KDM #4825 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20190726/59863695); #17672 (https://tl.hkrev.info 
portfolio/NFj i515 Si TE Ni bt Bee Se - BER at Ase) 


391 HKDM #4828 (https://www.facebook.com/hkpfviolence/posts/2890651571007449; https://Awww.facebook.com/ 
makeinterestingreading/; https://www.facebook.com/UnitedSocialPress/posts/2662380110461572?hc location=ufi); #21548 
(https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ A cE 748 TH EG BE BH flip 3S FS i eS SS 


39°2HKDM #6327 (https://www.inmediahk.net/node/1067372; https://Awww.facebook.com/451516261637371/posts 
2280228542099458/?substory_index=0; https://www.facebook.com/715486135226112/posts/2822730371168334/; https: 
www.facebook.com/710476795704610/posts/2466995763386029/); #6762 (https://www.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/posts, 
10158080229757448; https://www.facebook.com/cuspcusp/posts/2503774229683306; https://www.inmediahk.net/node/1067372) 


393HKDM #9481 (https://www.facebook.com/cityusuedb/videos/385328608828777/) 


39%4HKDM #5410 (https://doctordaddysoccer.blogspot.com/2019/06/HA-AEIS.html?m= 1; https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/##% 
3 WHR Bie 38 FS HG ee TF JT - Be RL; heeps://www.thenewslens.com/article/120878); #17280 (https:// 
tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/% 9% 4H AMER > Le Fil, I BL Be Jee EN FFE APA PE cf EZ /) 


395 HKDM #10042 (multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#44@ D7 ae 2 [i a FY Be oe SE ee AE /) 


399HKDM #5411 (http://cablenews.i-cable.com/ci/videopage/news/551394/ Bil eit HA / 77 WUE 


397 HKDM #4824 (https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/¢d |] #f 4H bH Be -ha-secrets-MeE) AR-3- A 5 fe EMME ZB AE BA FRG AS 
HLEB/); HKDM #4819 (https://youtu.be/WNie0tPkpSw; https://news.mingpao.com/pns/#[ij/article/20190623/ 
s00001/1561227102320/ ) 


3983HKDM #21783 (multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/# #7 Rab Ta A RARE WE) 


399 https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20191220/60397304 
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400HKDM #21742 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/[ij 5 HE 24 PME A VO A Boe Sb ERE) 
401HKDM #20573 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/}H4 fj Ei 329 BS Bet je 2 ot HR /) 
402HKDM #21706 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/ ia] RUK +E Abi BA _L ie BE 
403 https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20191220/60397304 


404H KDM #5348 (https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/¥ij-1 5 me tet eM FE Sb wT a Bk a LE Be AE BE -S  AE:Ti 
#/); #5350 (https://news.mingpao.com/pns/% fi//article/20190701/s00001/1561919304654/; https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
t=3 &v=2380053038720185); #5349 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20190715/59816161; https:// 
www.facebook.com/hkpfviolence/videos/366191210762276/); #5352 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=395701341292030); 
#5351 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mt3NR2S7gQg; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mt3NR2S7gQg; https:// 
www.hk01 .com/¢h-@ ii fH/346636/ idk SUA (i 85 OE HE AB LA -  BB eI  K-Pa A RB) ; #5372 (https:// 
hk.news.appledaily.com/local/daily/article/20190709/20723979); #5353 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime/article, 
20190711/59812442; https://www.hk01.com/3¥ 2$/350636/Hk AU (5il- eh Hi TH A A it Hi-— A BiB pk 8); #4924 (https:// 
lihkg.com/thread/1304891/page/1); #8558 (https://www.youtube. coma ware 4gtFt51H4KO; https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/ 
daily/article/20190712/20727000; https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/ FL He i i (eis Hyi-m emo - P45 js —jHi Be 48 - Hew Dy - FE 
h-13-28 Aig F/; hettps://www.hk01.com/3e4$/35053 1/ Pb AWS fil FL HEIs 3 heel gis 1 3 Ba 2 te Det D5 UR BS MEY!) ; #5347 (hetps:// 
hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime/article/20190816/59932987); #7108 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=1474998995973928); #5379 (https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/ 7734 HL 4 18 BE jh RH Ab Bea T FEO Ty SE /) ; #4428 
(https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/ ii ti- #4 77 Aue dill ALS [eal ie Haine ea Ee as BE /; https://news.mingpao.com/pns/% fi] 
article/20190917/s00001/1568658358666/; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=513774889193717); #4427 (https:// 
www.facebook.com/watch/?v=676400419508183; https://www.facebook.com/icablenews/videos/548277759249615/; https: 
www.facebook.com/watch/?v=396682177568625; https://www.facebook.com/cityusu.cbc/videos/1584173855041047/); 9438 
(https://www.facebook.com/7 15486135226 112/posts/28468363687577342sfns=mo); #20581 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/Jz tii 

~ ED 2 HE ZK ASB RTF a R-FK TI FE/); #21592 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#X Ti AE BE A AB APE TS be BE SAT bie) ; #22205 
(https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/— BEEK 24 ti te 4 A DY Sah HE UA FL tr /) ; #30327 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ Be 443 E78 & PETE ay 
Be A we Ee 


405HKDM #5357 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=37849 1226114030; https://hk.news.appledaily. conbreaking realtime, 
article/20190820/59950983; https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/j§ JA ji (8 EKER ; ; #5380 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/295202647488775/permalink/1768984496777242/; https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=1427662674049227) 


40SHKDM #5371; #6022 (https://m.mingpao.com/pns/¥fij/article/20190922/s00001/1569088435940/); #13556 


(https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ 74 F425 bel Ea PE Ae EH Td ZR AA Hos Eb a HH) 

407HKDM #4430 (https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/#t igs 2 oy ti Wee FA Hs Td - 24-7 A ELBA; https: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOfedKMqHQQ; https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/ch/component/k2/1480723-20190915.htm); #12354 
(https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ A Weve Fe Spay TI jai Tis FE AE RES BH) 

408HKDM #5354 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/daily/article/20190801/20741170; https://www.facebook.com/hkpfviolence/ 
photos/a.2787921037947170/2849715431767730/); #5381 (https://www.hk01.com/3¢#£/36915 1/38 (He i-Se 7 3B EEE -(G RA 
258 dil HR-SJE:AE Seok tH; hetps://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime/article/20190829/59984837; https://news.mingpao.com, 
ins/#eEH/article/20190829/s00001/1567083878369/); #7697 (https://lih.kg/1595899); #8786 (https://hk.news. sappledaily.com 
breaking/realtime/article/20190929/60096659; https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/ fis Fr- #4 4E 9) SRE Hh, 
YO PB -ORAREEE/) ; #12274 (https://tl _hkrev.info/portfolio/# 77 BRIE FTES Se E-P EAR? RR) 


409HKDM #10584 (multiple links https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/#KWAE Ri ei Ltt AT A SE A GD) 
410 KDM #14716 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/ By 42% Yps Eve FE i ae PSB Se 2s oe Ae Hy /) 
4UHKDM #24521 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/901 8 A+} 7118 it Ti Be 77 4 a SO 


42.HKDM #29650 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/5 % BAA i 2 Sy R-# BEA-HME AS 
413HKDM #30862 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/# 32 ZL £2 JE JE Be BB - E R Y SIBEB EL) 
4144HKDM #4831 
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41I5HKDM #5479 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nXDVdgqNv8Gc); #4451 (https:/Avwww.youtube.com/watch?v=Warw_vir-]s); 
#5393 (https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/ FL He i Hk AS FL Eh Fe Fe — ME OR AEN, AE SB iT — 7 E-AS GE  F BL EEZS/;, aetps:// 
www.thestandnews.com/politics/Jfiifj-42c/); #4466 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=410524609604184); #6516 (https:// 
www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=10157885428960016&id=27743445015); #4759 (https://www.facebook.com/ 
hk.nextmedia/photos/a.170516952447/10158054640742448/?type=1 &theater; https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/PRk{¥ -™4 Fz 
AL Mitati 4 A/; https://m.mingpao.com/ins/# fi//article/201909 13/s00001/1568379796847/); #5067 (https://www.facebook.com 
watch/?v=488956238320484); #9485 (multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/4# PJ# i Py} 28 BE HDL EL); #10052 (multiple 
links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/}}j 34H J7 fill HRB AB a ELA); #10597 (http://bit.ly/30FnJuk); #10787 (https://tl.hkrev.info/ 
portfolio/ #23 |i At eps - Ae AE Re LY); #11960 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ #4 FA MAY 4 IE BR AE LEE); 
#11626 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/iE Hi #7 4E-BE BIB ET feet AE GK GLA 5 #12254 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/4@t FF fila A 
Fuh Sc ee -Bi ae  O e/) ; #29245 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/A4 % EH Asi TAT E98 te 4) Eb /); #29865 (http://bit.ly/2T]gwBm) 


416GHKDM #4378 (https://www.facebook.com/hkpfviolence/posts/2954846687921270; https://m.facebook.com/MasterOverPower, 
photos/a.2138144056514894/2326011014394863/); #10654 (multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/jEt4ii Fi) AA i /b4E- ti 4 BR 
zd 

417HKDM #11516 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[ij 32 BUTE Be %EF%BC%IA [R4H FR MARS BE IE /) 


B 


418HKDM #4412 (https://youtube.com/watch?v=Y05eAjXtdsk); #7110 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pcUO]_H3]n0; https: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=50Z3FSm52uc; https://www.hk01.com/Brhi/35 1622/5648 _L7k-% 2% ae Fe ERE os NL HEP - FE 
(MES); #3566 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=215479076037712); #9214 (https://twitter.com/realkyleolbert/status, 
1178228666565836800?s=21); #10121 (https://www.facebook.com/mingpaoinews/videos/925756647823055/); #9686 (multiple 
links: https://tl.hkrev.info/police-timeline/?_sort_by=date_asc); #11201 (multiple links: http://bit.ly/2TII6W7) 


41I9HKDM #15540 (http://bit.ly/2TK2upV ) 
20HKDM #15392 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ Fi] BeHR 28 eit IE F747 HB iy Re HL /) 


4221HKDM #24264 (https://tLhkrev.info/portfolio/[}i a HEP His Hh a bit 1% HS Ht) 
422 https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/en/component/k2/1495609-20191202.htm 


23HKDM #4444 (https://www.facebook.com/standnewshk/posts/2303694809716126); #4425 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=2453986478018717; https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20190825/59972960; https://youtu.be/ 
uU217MWSWDg); #4449 (https://www.hk01.com/3¢4¥/370290/8-3 1 iif 7-H fj £5 HEE iY Fj Rs eB SB a 7% 
https://www.facebook.com/258006134228270/posts/3122928797735975?sfns=mo); #4453 (https://www.youtube. eat watek 
v=C5XCXOBk2 I); #5400 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=external&v=417338215568726; https://www.facebook.com/ 
watch/?v=376824093000684); #4460 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime/article/20190904/60008298; https:// 
www.facebook.com/orochi.ben.lam/videos/10157170406845199/; https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/ (7 WHt (AWE (ABR We May - 78 HI) 
(EEL PRICEY) ; #6515 (https://www.hkcnews.com/article/23393/98; https://Avwww.youtube.com/watch?v=5]nGvimYsiw; https: 
www.facebook.com/watch/?v=678066029336514); #6341 (https://www.facebook.com/hkcnews/videos/627012427822706/; [TVB 
originally filmed this but the footage was later taken down]) #9045 (http://cablenews.i-cable.com/ci/videopage/news/558229/); 
#9687 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20191001/60106034); #9690 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=392779791327276); #9484 (multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[j x “se HA HERR A Fe); #10841 (https:// 
tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/4# li] K BA 9u- AK BE A a HH); #11349 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/li4i KET IE B Ie hin & BE 
ED; #11775 (https://tLhkrev.info/portfolio/FA 3% HAMAS EFM ee BE BES); #17613 (http://bit.ly/38pmPoo); 
#12955 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/iji 2k 244% (8 Ti Ee BE My UL Tit - S48 bh ey ae ee Ve GE/) ; #14311 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/1021 
PETA 13 ee Be 5 Ys RT RB -72 A E A  e ERI/) ; #15524 (hetps://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ 4 Aly JE- + 4 8 Fe ee eA TA) ; 
#15489 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ fill 5 FE-/> tz Fg Bean | tai); #15528 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio//>4E Fy & Bl pk aii- A 
Ales TE -He p  L) ;; #15648 (hettp://bit.ly/301kh1S); #20654 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/}h siiah 8478 FB BL -TOG I A-HE BE 
DEHRECER I) ; #19200 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/sk Hi Bish Be ae- ne =e TAs 9 TA BE BR Te BEY) ; HKDM #19210 (https:// 
tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ +k Hiv Kis lal et Bol TAH); #24333 (hetps://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/ Ar ii Eales hee- Laie Me A 
95/); #27214 (http://bit.ly/2NLN3JU); #15554 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/1104 jf Si jh peti A a Se Jip Be es - BE et -B - Fe pe 
¥e/); #29487 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/fi}7 AA Hu 77 Ts TH AEE SEAR) ; LI YeTCB) 2is DAE ea OF IS BEY HR ELIE 
IiLjA: http://bit.ly/2tEVWTt 


#24HKDM #5402 (https://www.facebook.com/inmediahk/photos/a.321611837875861/2400287013341656/?type=3&permPage=1) 


#5HKDM #10004 (multiple links: http://bit.ly/38qnDte) 


26HKDM #4778 (https://www.facebook.com/standnewshk/videos/2889651911076789/; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i- 
M5lArctlA; https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20190824/59969547) 


27HKDM #9696 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMOSKIqU2uM; https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/ fifi H-¢ 33 Sb spt He 
HBS p17 EA WO Je - BF A ee LW - PR CE ZS Jas thx i) 


428HKDM #27215 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[jj 3 & FS IE 


t 


t 


Jit BGS — tee ETE fA) 
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29HKDM #11205 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/Aa 1} AS (Ail pe EB -Fl E R  e Ha) 


40HKDM #5422 (https://lihkg.com/thread/1501767/; https://facebook.com/story.php? 

story fbid=2387704514599906&id=200954406608272); #5421 (https://pt-br.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/posts/ 
10157989498472448; https://www.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/posts/10157991144602448); #5430 (https://www.facebook.com/ 
watch/?v=1119657594900458); #5383 (https://www.facebook.com/standnewshk/posts/2437547829664156; https:// 
www.facebook.com/groups/TaipoTaipo/permalink/10162393206845245/); #13546 (https://tLhkrev.info/portfolio/ 77 Bit Be MESES 
PEARL AE Bi Te Fee BB/); #14857 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ fi fil ii ls 7c es 8 tili-a 4 Bae ER Be Ee EE EP /) ; #24967 (https:// 
tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#k 4 ris Ee a ee -— 3 A HE La ea) ; #30316 (https://t].hkrev.info/portfolio/ fal ii [al A Beas ot GER G 
REAM A A Ti Be ar 2 Bi /) 


431HKDM #4450 (https://Awww.hk01.com/3¢#£/372 18 1/ PEALE (ol 2 Pc eB LR ST Eb AUR BE RR; hetps:// 
www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1297032807131884); #4882 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9CipY9 QixkI&feature=youtu.be; 
https:/Avww.youtube.com/watch?v=9cbK7C7guok); #6556 (https://www.facebook.com/503084439752305/posts, 
2504235812970481/; https://www.facebook.com/2787894407949833/posts/2907172262688713/); #6794 (https:// 
www.facebook.com/hkplanninginfo/posts/1156839167844342; https://www.facebook.com/UnitedSocialPress/posts, 
2737213209644928); #7934 (https://www.facebook.com/undergradnews/): #7130 (https://www.facebook.com/lihkg.forum/videos 
2999024306805261/); #12748 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/3K ff AFR UR @/); #13820 (https://tl.hkrev.info, 
portfolio/ pi % Ff HYD ze Yoe3 %80%B8 Oil ME HE JN OE HT Fy BY); #14911 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/ jal fl 7T ALK LIRA 
BEA at Wd AER PEM IK /); #15553 (http://bit.ly/2sO8Hpl); #15532 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/H: Ae) Lee EVE EAE); 
#15512 hora tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ 4a icky +1 BE BE Jt Seb sib He 2-2 Vic ES BBL dif Eee (https: tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#%¢ Hi jt 2847 B-B 
me Sta Be Ye a)KE/)); #16507 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/{# fal fat Hig hs He ne /); #17989 (http://bit.ly/2RcXdVW); 
#18064 S ineees //tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ {2 Tif ELBE BH i -— it BJ Hh ORR); #18014 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/} fst FA 
HG-CS HL BE AER AS mT EL/); #18104 (hetps://tl _hkrev.info/portfolio/#¢ 48 Fa til PK 7k FL Sti) 2 HE ET HE BBE) ; 
#18425 (http://bit.ly/3ay7R14); #17849 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ {HUE FE ARTE Fe A ee He e/); https:// 
www.facebook.com/lihkg.forum/videos/539443829941017/?hc location=ufi; #27211 (https://tLhkrev.info/portfolio/ i Hi {ei HERE — 
KRABI); #30317 (http://bit.ly/369Xaln); #30597 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ 3? iii #48 HAIG AS UAE Ti ELBE) ; #30598 
(http://bit.ly/3aw08Rm); #31304 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ HE ff “# is FS Be 1 YE 4248/); #31867 (https://tl_hkrev.info/ 
portfolio/ iis te HEF te a1s- 7 EA Ma ES HER /) 


432HKDM #29212 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/—% 43 VW) HEA EES) EE BO EE) 


Be 


rah 


433HKDM #7754 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=972637193072999) 


4341 KDM #10586 (http://bit.ly/2TII6W7) 


435HKDM #15328 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/2v=7951897409 19956) 


*86HKDM #10881 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio//}i 3 & 
portfolio, gf] i PI AIS ReMi Re 22/) 

87HKDM #18058 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/}R | fe] A 2K Hash AS 4B GE /) 

*88HKDM #5392 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20190826/59973322; https://hk.news.appledaily.com/ 


breaking/realtime/article/20190825/59972755); #5405 (https://www.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/photos/a. 
170516952447/10157997203257448/?type=3 &permPage=1) 


Hitk2-F&= HH); #19029 (https://tl hkrev.info 


*9HKDM #7900 (https://news.mingpao.com/pns/¥|ij/article/20190930/s00001/1569782634848/; https://news.mingpao.com/ins, 
yes fl/article/20191003/s00001/1570097182483/; https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20191003/60111595; 
https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/daily/article/20190905/20762564; https://www.hk01.com/¢t Hf HH/375054/ 4% Fy Fk iis 1 6 ie He HT 
ACEH PRE - FL Te EL BE BI SE ila]; https://www.hkO1.com/ th: Hf fh /3 81 88 1/4 Fa FEL bc Bee pile — Pe SS TD Sy 
fol eak) 

440HKDM #5431 (https://www.facebook.com/factwire/videos/697676813990581/; https:/Avww.hkcnews.com/article/22729/77 Ht f- 
io = PHESM-22732/ 35k HE) 

441HKDM #4774 (https://www.hkO1.com/#t-€7 HFlif]/364925/ Yk JU (ols Jy Aga BS Bee Le 92 joes Hs aR 7) 42.5 AE I 

42HKDM #4775 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20190815/59935594; https://www.thestandnews.com/ 
politics/8-14-JR AKG M Bi By ee as NY - cm - - ada ee - EE ae ALA; https://www.facebook.com/steven.lau3/videos/ 
10156822638578773/); #21851 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ ll Wk 7c 4% i FH (it Fee ee SP Mea FE /) 


443 https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/8-14-YR 7k Hy Ms Bi Pees Fe MY ir why 2s - a 
44HKDM #5396 (https://www.facebook.com/100006513602358/videos/2660947727465655/); #7694 (https://lih.kg/1530140) 


445HKDM #4464 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime/article/20190903/60003650; https://www.thestandnews.com/ 
politics/ Fc Jey (ay GB (ial Hp 2 2 Ae BB Rs Bh I Be AE - BE KE /; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=927668977596331) 
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4460H KDM #17866 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime/article/20191112/60256837); HKDM #19286 (http://bit.ly/ 
2G877Sw); #19275 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#e sks PIB ZH AE I — HEB RAE Je HE RB /) 


47HKDM #22049 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#z #8 5 — Hl - Pa Sisk BRA EE) 
48HKDM #28183 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ F heii - AF RR BIG EE) 


449HKDM #10590 (multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[}j e244 [ig] A Ace Bal - Liss ek AY Ae AE - BALES) ; #10587 (https:// 
tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/Bj 384 fH PIS HAs PFS HE) 


450HKDM #13858 (https://tlhkrev.info/portfolio/ii Fj 2 BE SE Fc BE pS Gel Sb - FA 


451HKDM#17091 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/# 1k #4 |al pe Lae BBE E/); #17828 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/}i x4 pk 
ELE Bie FG I a De eE/); #18234 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/pij 3e My vi l8) HEA Ga Fe VT BEPE ] SE SEE BL/) 


452HKDM #19282 (http://bit.ly/2Gb3L1i); #29607 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/* %ef%bc% 9a Het Hi] Ms FE HH 5 VE Mh - Fe ciel SE AES i 
Hi-fi ES Zc/) 

4533HKDM #28651 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/# % Iii ae iis 42 HF Pa DHA) 

454HKDM #8942 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/i# fH eM Wiis EBA) 

455HKDM #11763 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ ii 24 fi fy HH RE 24 be 5-28 FL Le SE IT 

456 KDM #12960 (http://bit.ly/2G8AunB) 

487HKDM #30736 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[i 3 rida A HE fal Fe HA ee ET 

458HKDM #15646 (http://bit.ly/2NKezY4) 

459 HKDM #16543 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/4i Ji Ef Bede BBR GAS AE AC HB) 

460HKDM #18059 (http://bit.ly/3awOlwP) 


401HKDM #12743 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/4¥ fii Wey ty ha 5 - BST BR Ug /) ; #22294 (https://tl.hkrev.info/ 
portfolio/ ji tii Wi % (8 Bd 245-5 E UUK/) ; #20543 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/[ij 3k Be ME FH AK AE EK AMS BLE) 


462HKDM #22294 (https://tLhkrev.info/portfolio/iii tii 4 oe] 2 HE: ~ 2 Fe WH /) 
463HKDM #22053 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ H #5 #46 LI Few FE 4 we tii- is BIT) 


ray 


464H KDM #4489 (https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid= 10218223429713613; https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/8 18-4 
OP -PR  BL e  y H  A-T7 -WE  SH E s e/;, hetps://www.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/posts/10157965536597448) 


465HKDM #4478 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/## 38 4 Ship 4% # (PRADA) 


466HKDM #4479 (http://bit. ly/2RzUZ25) 


467 HKDM #4478 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2390645441024134; https://Awww.thestandnews.com/politics/8-1 1-#l Sis -A 
LIA A Be rs I i tT PH OAV; https://www.facebook.com/RTHKVNEWS/posts/27296 12020480170) 


468HKDM #3695 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=368752920734436; https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
V=1326285747548655; https://www.facebook.com/standnewshk/posts/241654743 1764196; https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=919922791715411) 


469 KDM #3704 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=368752920734436; https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=1326285747548655; https://www.facebook.com/standnewshk/posts/241654743 1764196; https://www.thestandnews.com 
politics /#% Ei Fd) 7s A ite fT Hh - Ve BA -t SE BE /; hetps://www.hkcnews.com/article/2325 1/83 1% HK -F-itT A Be EY 
ZS BL - PEATE fl-2.3.2 5 1 / Ae HEE BE) 

470HKDM #4926 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=368752920734436; https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=455417988378837) 


47H KDM #6513; #3550 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/x* tsp Ba); #7892 (https://www.facebook.com/1422203927/posts/ 
10221128523549016/) 


472HKDM #8785 (multiple links to image and video found here: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/f4#% #8 Hic 28 - [il ii BH ELAR /) 


473 HKDM #11434 (multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/{# 7¢ 4 4k HH 7s Ze AE aE-45 te TL A Fe i BB Th EL) 
474HKDM #3686 (http://bit.ly/37elK1z) 


475HKDM #8796 (multiple links here: http://bit.ly/37fwLk7) 


470HKDM #11231 (http://bit.ly/2tEO1Rd) 
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477HKDM #17994 (https://tLhkrev.info/portfolio/## Jf FEtH Gi 7s eH - Hat BD TZ ELD 
4783HKDM #26820 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ 3 #45 2 Ji HA FH BE (DE Ae FB I J Be MH os EAE) 
4799 HKDM #27017 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/4 4% Se (Ue ee TEER -F oF LUA A ih HE B/) 


*80HKDM #28650 (https://tL.hkrev.info/portfolio/-+-3? if ie iS Du Mie Wt pR-ze te 9 AT BE/); #28728 (https://tLhkrev.info 
portfolio/ 3 i 8H He ri -RE(D Ech i Bes /) 


481HKDM #28669 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/3¢ Mil (#2 4< 4 F-48 Ie FER AE TE RL ES) 
482HKDM #4488 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime/article/20190826/59973530) 


483HKDM #4792 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=482729872580006) 


484HKDM #9045 (http://cablenews.i-cable.com/ci/videopage/news/558229/ BU Hay HH/ 53 45 BE BS 6 BES 4% 7 FR HL) 
485HKDM #11754 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/*% #8 Fil FA A 42 eS HE ETE PR ED) 

485 KDM #30338 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolion/ #2 Hirt 2 4a 1 Hi R Ms HE g (a fe ME /) 

487 HKDM#11863 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/{ifi Ze Ms FA JHA 7 HT BE til He EL) 


488For information about the 21 July attack, please see https://www.nytimes.com/video/world/asia/100000006624535/hong-kong- 
protest-police-triad-investigation.html?playlistId= 10000000563 8006; https://news.now.com/home/hot/player? 
newsIld=356367&hot=1; Full length documentary of the event (in Cantonese): https://m.facebook.com/story.php? 

story fbid=429559897644836&id=249783961737360&_rdr 


489 HKDM #5390. 


490 https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/2= 3g #4-72 1 -}# FA-9. 99-1 Yl ie Es Th FA Ae SS — pk GE - 2 a [a] RE/; https: 
www.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/posts/10158254953502448 


491 https://www.hkcnews.com/article/22370/JGBA4T A 88 28 - vb AN VE fhil-22 3 70/76 BA RE BE is V7 al As FRE; https://www.thestandnews.com 
politics /7c pV] it MS [rl IPS te i] BELGE 77 Be SEE A BET BR e/; https: //www.hk01 .com/Brii/354646/ 76 EE i OF 7-4 
Hr (By EEL HH a - BER A 2 es Ba 


492HKDM #5340 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=38 &v=fEkwTKxAvlo&feature=emb logo ) 


493 https://www.hkcnews.com/article/22370/ Jn BAF A - 2 8 - YE AN, 


Si]-223 70/50 Pk ie Bi V7 dal OF 
495HKDM #4764 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDFxwtwnAJQ ) 
VE (S]-22.3 70/ Te BE Ve ed PSB 


497HKDM #5340 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16CiwPChpr0; https://www.facebook.com/now.comNews/videos/ 
2852461808116213/) 


Xe ill-223 70/ TB Ree Ve i k 
494 https://www.hkcnews.com/article/22370/s¢BA4T A-2 8- ve ANE 


496 https://www.hkcnews.com/article/22370/ 7G WIFI A-2¢ 9 - we AU, 


498HKDM #5342 (https://youtu.be/M7jxaxBzz8U) 


499 HKDM #5456 (https://tLhkrev.info/portfolio/i# JZ iii fill 


500 https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20190722/59849252 


501HKDM 31160 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/72 170 BA kik - 15 2h Fi] FE HH St EE Zi RRA AIC) 


502HKDM #23655 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime/article/2019 1021/60175740) 


50HKDM #5368 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=obCMtz2VfZA; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8wyPhtbKgo; https:// 
hk.news.appledaily.com/local/20190731/CXFLZC54AWS3C6Q6IZ2AFBCAMW4/) 


504HKDM #5363 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=223 6043 166707030; https://news.mingpao.com/pns/# [ij /article/20190806/ 
s00001/1565030060504/; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=488141241951513) 


505 https://news.mingpao.com/pns/Z8#¥/article/20191111/s00004/1573410878951 


506HKDM #5347 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LRilrEVRz5w; https://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime/article 
20190816/59932987) 


507HKDM #5344 
508HKDM #5356 


50SHKDM #5361 (https://www.hk01.com/18 [it #7 fH /3678 19/825 25 FF ET-AAS - ES ELC , ettps:// 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=kkSAthN5kHU) 
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SlOHKDM #4945 


SUHKDM #5366 (https://news.mingpao.com/pns/# fij/article/20 1908 12/s00001/1565551357565/) 


522HKDM #5365 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=461394327752128; https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/8-11-Jtsf-7# A 
He re Tiki Se es SDR RT Ht A Bs BESP/; hetp://bitly/36inPZT; https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=2353824721373337); #5345 (https:/Avww.facebook.com/watch/?v=524825361391537; https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=485442695357986); #5367 (https://news.mingpao.com/pns/##[#]/article/20190812/s00001/1565551357565/; https: 
www.thestandnews.com/politics/8-11-4b ff -5A 42-5 AE FAG Bs TS FM — V7 ae DS HES aH EI Bs fee A) 
513HKDM #5374 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20190901/59996335; https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=IHEO5K1SVyw) 


SI4HKDM #5376 


SISHKDM #5377 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2959846680751997; https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/ 
20190903/60002851; https://www.facebook.com/RTHKVNEWS/posts/27841 14065029965) 


SIGHKDM #5738 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=430507057582091; https://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime 
article/20190914/60044035); #5814 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=544509626088864; https://www.facebook.com 
hkplanninginfo/posts/1151666568361602) 


SITHKDM #6028 (http://bit.ly/30IIfy9; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=912741845778680; https://www.facebook.com, 
standnewshk/posts/2450828695002736?__tn__=H-R; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=448936005715718; https:// 
www.facebook.com/watch/?v=382849785961945; https://www.facebook.com/RTHKVNEWS/posts/2805234289584609; https:// 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-cwJhcZ3gw; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zm0QdgctZtc; https://www.youtube.com/watch? 


v=5pnV8 HpgwQ) 


518 https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/i Ke tea AE SEE FA AER BE SF SE TC PRI BS oe BE BE I] AL; hetps:// 
www.hk01.com/¢t-@ #f H/375333/¥i KA A ER -FE e E E AE HE T HP ETR ] S We [a] 2B AES 


51I9HKDM #4428 (https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/ jt Hi - #4 77 Ane Hill Ale Dea Bic Te RS BE 3/; https: 
news.mingpao.com/pns/¥|#j/article/201909 17/s00001/1568658358666/; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=513774889193717); 
#4427 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=676400419508183; https://www.facebook.com/icablenews/videos/548277759249615/; 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=396682177568625; https://www.facebook.com/cityusu.cbc/videos/1584173855041047/); 
#4875 (https://www.hkja.org.hk/#2 HA / it fis oe 7 aie BE Ee TE De ue EVE iy AYR /; hetps://www.facebook.com/icablenews/ 
videos/367343400818737/; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T]3delMf9U0); #8773 (https://news.mingpao.com/ins/}# fi /article 
20190929/s00001/1569720553512/; https://www.facebook.com/7104767957046 10/posts/2485925008159771?sfns=mo) 


520HKDM #22046 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ Mt @ HE fa FEF BH lI AD) 
521 https://news.mingpao.com/pns/#fij/article/20191208/s00001/1575741322090/ 


522 HKDM #2984 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WJmXvCKKT1o); #3152 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#i 77 a ALE ET EL); 
#4393 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/daily/article/20190716/20730297); #4399 (https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/ch/component/ 
k2/1471056-20190729.htm); #4414; #4405 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2899880846752513); #4340 (https:// 
www.facebook.com/watch/?v=363132417919724); #4406 (https://www.facebook.com/RTHKVNEWS/posts/2726928070748565); 
#4408 (https://youtu.be/ekLUcW-HVMw; https://www.facebook.com/624488627/videos/10157645636113628/); #4423 (https:// 
www.facebook.com/watch/?v=367087293962668; https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/ch/component/k2/1476587-20190824.htm); #7896 
(https://www.facebook.com/gil.lee.129/videos/10156308515986437/); #4424 (https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/ch/component/ 
k2/1479151-20190906.htm); #4433 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=541476799761764); #4426 (https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/ 
ch/component/k2/1476782-20190826.htm); #4448 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1616868681782638); #4452 (https:// 
www.facebook.com/watch/?v=949119922092920; https://twitter.com/SCMPHongKong/status/1167822279138410497? 
fbclid=IwAR2KAIJJNKdQC80IOANPp6m9gM9BcLm 1a01O0eJsCA3rCRdKOL78FxarAv8k); #4463 (https://www.facebook.com/ 
watch/?v=505234126876735); #14721 (https://www.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/posts/10158225287192448; https:// 
www.thestandnews.com/politics/)U 4 2c Hs Git 38 HE Bab al 4 aes Bes Je pal Wil 2 i) EF eS — FH Yi PK /): #4465 (https: 
www.thestandnews.com/politics/1-$- 34} 4 oe fil HSE EEK I Wi TL ES ELA EE & A - L ¢/;; https: 
www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2302818239969472); #4933 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=353238195630383); #4473 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= 1HEORh5_zEg); #6038 (https://www.facebook.com/standnewshk/posts/2453 640494721556); 
#4429 (https://www.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/photos/a.170516952447/10158061686187448/?type=3 &theater; https:// 
www.thestandnews.com/politics/9 1 5-(8j 38-H- FAC AE FA 1 J Hi es i - - 5B By Je) ME GE - FA et HRD; #7312 (http://cablenews.i- 
cable.com/ci/videopage/news/557888; https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/[ij #4 BK F pis A-— BE Be il A oa 
41/): #8780 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20190929/60097777%60; https://m.youtube.com/watch? 
feature=youtu.be&v=8LZ4ZNmfoJs); #8784 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/# tA) TBST Ei hil AR es NP OA: 


any 
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#9129 (https://www.facebook.com/groups/295202647488775/permalink/1799220317086993/); #10585 (https://tl.hkrev.info, 
portfolio/ [jj 3e# FA BT CAR AY); #10082 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/f¥ {si] Mah (E94 4a 45 FE B28/); #11957 (https:// 
tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[ij 58" FA TBH Chil A AE - B  E/); #10856 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/P}j a Ane We th Hy EG A ET 
eH Ih); #11384 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/#k fz Bt BS Ps Oe AED); #11705 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#i Hj (A1A Ak 
CE pe ae FR HH) ; #13555 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/# At -Hsis 2 PET Ee oe PL - HB/) ; #13764 (https:// 
tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[ii se FA TALE hil AR A+); #14855 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/(74# 44 Fi I BK -2e F l ALe PTG BE) ; 
#15394 (https://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/[ij 3& SEI pk ttins BLa E KS/); #16409 (https://tl _hkrev.info/portfolio/Ht 7% BH PH Ae HE 
‘fil i jes BE AE ML) ; #17793 (hettps://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/— BP ae 74 His FA AL FFT PH AA LY); #18127 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/ 
(le Ibe 7s 28 J AM I kT PRE LTT); # 21153 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ sk C1 2 Bl pe tir (Be sf SA HE Be /) ; 
#18359 (https://tLhkrev.info/portfolio/t pH 2x 1% FSU % i SR HT ob HA); #18373 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/si 
ale HiT He Ht SHE /); #19244 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/Z:F A. HUM TR HE t eRe eT HH Pati) ; #19310 (https://tl. hkrev.info 
portfolio/j# He Hy Pl jal FF ARTE AE HET EIR AY) 5 #21814 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/i# HE AS FAG BET A eH TX ERED ; #21868 
(http://bit.ly/30NOUx); #21791 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ pei tt 14 wes T 28 LPL IAT) 5 #21830 (https://tl.hkrev.info/ 
portfolio/ [je Hi7t PA BRR AGA); #21855 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ tHE IA cE Be AT patie 28 |i - DH fs FP aE 
db); #21884 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/k #2 7 BE BE BEA 2 HB TE i FT et A); #21852 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#i tii 8 tt 
4 Gi ze 4 TW##/) ; #21866 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ DU vk He +} HE Eel lis — % A --/) ; #21871 (http://bit.ly/2TJOZbn); 
https://www.hk01.com/iE¢ 1/398 833/ Be =E Bk PA PRISE A AR HT AL FA-TS PR E R SPAR; #26818 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#k 
tl Sie ts eS TB UE RH RIS EY); #29146 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/4t 42 fii Sui see ys HE AB) ; #29940 (hetps:// 
tl .hkrev.info/portfolio/[i S&4T REP ti BEIM %e3 %80%8O [a Hy ET REMY); #30733 (hetps://tl_hkrev.info/portfolio/ iA tigesEIe th 
E205 SE A i - EE A EAT BE) ; #30954 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ Bi HATH Eis? ie ee  /); eC RH) 22 
> Ap SETA AS JS SH ELT BL JR DEER IML: hetp://bit.ly/2tEvWTt 
523HKDM #4258 
524H KDM 5463 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20190716/59828939) 
525 https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/ch/component/k2/1468860-20190717.htm 
526HKDM #4393 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/daily/article/20190716/20730297 ) 


527HKDM #7928 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DoMO509z2WQ; https://news.mingpao.com/pns/## [ij /article/20190924/ 
s00001/1569263898344/); https://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/20191204/ATBBAYJOILHSLUPXEE6YWVZB4I/; HKDM #6560 
(https://www.facebook.com/hkpfviolence/posts/2803071113098829; https://Awww.facebook.com/124853124283126/photos/a. 
1942048532563567/1942048729230214/; https://www.hk01.com/18 [i Willd/35 1603/31 b7k-MeHEAB IE ET ae he A eM BEER 
If); #7678 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20190909/60027422; https://m.mingpao.com/pns/% //article/ 
20190925/s00001/1569350613551/; https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/ch/component/k2/1478693-20190904.htm) 

528HDKM #19204 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/[ij 3% LI 2 BA RG HAT ee rll Bie a 24) 

529HKDM #5836 (https://www.facebook.com/hkpfviolence/posts/297 1780432894562 ) 
530 KDM #21869 (https://tLhkrev.info/portfolio/i# i Th 44 PE HE AA Fl [is by (8 ie Se - 24] AB) ; #21871 (heep://bit.ly/2TJOZbn); 
#21866 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/PUPK BE #48 Eli — % B-/); #21875 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/P HE G48 BA TAA ES ALB 
pei AD; #21879 (https://tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/#k HE TET ei A Ys Hb FE eS AL) 

531HKDM #15383 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/103 O@g 4 A Sp _L- ge FAAS Hint 4 7k SE SA BE) 

532HKDM #15397 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/fiP/E Tt Pet A + P-EMH BT) 


533HKDM #5422 (https://lihkg.com/thread/1501767/; https://facebook.com/story.php? 
story_fbid=2387704514599906&id=200954406608272); 

534HKDM #21783 (multiple links: https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/# d HSS AE Ske Bai Bs ae ah /) 

835HKDM #25352 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/-- IN (8 7e* ill HR ACHE EAA), 

536HKDM #4480 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20190812/59921996; https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/ 
daily/article/201908 14/20748753); #4481 (https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=31KYU_hCAr4); #4491 (https://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=TtUuxlkgkeE); #6517 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=493728317856030; https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=506722423234342); #6518 (https://Awww.facebook.com/connie.hk/videos/10156736673982252/); #9679 (https:// 
www.thestandnews.com/politics/96- Ate ES mee ee - a Be SEE Bees ae HE REE i EL S/); #19224 (hetps:// 
tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#k i Hy tii yi 


537HKDM #4475 (https://www.facebook.com/hkbubnn/photos/a.267967246660999/1298438313613882/; https:// 
www.facebook.com/RTHKVNEWS/Vvideos/802634240152161/; https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/ 
201909 17/60052340) 


5383HKDM #9698 (multiple link: http://bit.ly/369qwgs) 
539HKDM #15384 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/48 E24 Be FE HP Be P-L) CE HH FH >) 


T 
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540HKDM #5453 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/breaking/realtime/article/20190803/59891646; https://twitter.com, 
journodannyaero/status/1157314372647059456?s=21; https://mobile.twitter.com/aaronMCN/status/1157320133246763009?s=19) 
ao eis EBC a HLS 8 ES FD -PET 2 J S  E / 

542HKDM #4800 (https://www.hkcpgdb.com/cat15-case2.html); https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/ i Fr - #3 4E Waid9 TH Hei i pe 
HEYA: [ee il] Oe Me - O-  ET  e B 

543HKDM #15527 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/904 petit A tH oe: Fi ile Be HE ak BE AS - FEW es Ee Ze E904 /) 

54H KDM #4484 

545HKDM #4490 

546HKDM #4363 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=419272275606974; https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/3} [il Ae is - IE Fj 
Bp FA Me Ey NB ES i Te FFs DS ee a WY] A 4); #6789 (https://www.facebook.com/RTHKVNEWS/videos/738648736588248/; 
https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/20190923/60073764); HKDM as + (https: tl. hkrev.info/portfolio/##4# Fh 
Bn il ARS; #13595 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ii E EAkthi Y/); #17093 (https:// 
tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ pti Fi Ei i es HA es OL ); #1761 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio pe aR AL FBS TT oe A); 
#21811 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/#ktii AGH HLA 2 EY Bs ze IE) ; #30339 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/## Ey Reiki A ie) Oe TT 
ALB Ti R/ 

547 https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/3¢ pA ji (#UE-A 4H ZS FE Ii -2 BL LAT SOE / 
548HKDM #9679 (https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/96- A pk ts ae i) - Be HE ~ie -- Fh Fi Pe BE Ps 4 HE Rie Te ES /) 
549HKDM #12159; HKDM #26591 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ petit AT ae ed T 28 HAVES - a iB {HH 
(http://bit.ly/37hrNn1); #29864 (http://bit.ly/2NKzjP]) 

550HKDM #11978 


SSIHKDM #26591 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/@y tii A Fx wpe FT AU - BR BYE -FB AE BE BL/); hetps:// 
hk.news.appledaily.com/local/20200113/SCWOR4LWSWJIPN5HFTGNBOB7FY/ 


541 https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/#¥ 


552 https://news.now.com/home/local/player?newsld=374008 &fbclid=IwARIHtYEb8hLb4k3dAymZ- 
xtFUTwtHHOzBj6eS2HZoT_C4e6ZjCaX4ch97JU 


553 https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201909/10/P2019091000784.htm; https://www.hk01.com/3¥ ##/375011/J 38 Fh 4-H BA 
-éewhatsapp HUE aR Mee ae Po a 
554 https://www.police.gov.hk/ppp_tc/03_police_message/peace.html 


555HKDM #4763 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KwDBM6R-0aQ); http://bit.ly/30EXMLo; https://www.facebook.com/ 
photo.php? fbid=101579370808329 15 &set=a.101510450426929 15 &type=3 &theater; https://news.mingpao.com/ins/¥#s[Hj/article/ 
20191109/s00001/1573310108295/; 


HKDM #4762 (https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/62 1-1 fH] Al-*% 5 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W7R25KHEsGU) 
556HKDM #5457 


557HKDM #4783 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=400249277279370); #4776 (https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/ lif H'-2 
YE YE DT ee Fp as BN EF FE i FE); #4777 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=675643 112902156); #11383 
(https://Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=-LOLQ B2MOo; https://lih.kg/1645167); #6768 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/? 
v=436937180260146); #10576 (https://bit.ly/2TH3RFA); #11649 (https://bit.ly/2TGAH9L); #15327 (https://bit.ly/2NGZc2P); 
#18425 (https://bit.ly/30ERSdn); #18050 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/F# cSt E pe ae AY Tits, HHS Pie TF FE Dg 88 /) 


528HKDM #7636 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/china/realtime/article/20190922/60067987; https://news.mingpao.com/ins/##* [i] 
article/20190922/s00001/1569151359373/; https://www.hk01.com/i {#{/378 107/84 bs 4 BH HDS TY Ui - Pa BRAT, he Ea 
JB HER); #16055 (https://bit.ly/2GcHzna) 


559HKDM #9682 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=sxZFtfnZheA) 


fi TEL - A 


560 https://news.mingpao.com/pns/ #é [4 /article/201909 16/s00002/1568573869820 
561 https://bit.ly/2s07UVK 

5622HKDM #29719 (https://bit.ly/2sO7TkE) 

5683HKDM #11823 (https://bit.ly/38srLZA) 

564 KDM #17614 (https://bit.ly/30HAapw) 

56HKDM #19238 (https://bit.ly/2Rcw136) 


566HKDM #4796 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=912216705800256); #14912 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/} Se (EUR gj 
ESI TH ERY) 
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567HKDM #14721 (https://www.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/posts/10158225287192448; https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/PY 
FECTS EES MBC PBN Ae pF LA OSE Nie Pi) is ES — Foe /) 

568HKDM #12488 (https://hk.lifestyle.appledaily.com/lifestyle/realtime/article/20190908/60021680); #12879 (https://tl.hkrev.info/ 
portfolio/ Sip ill Ae 3: (fi FL OF KBE BS (BIE) 


5609HKDM #4476 (https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/ch/component/k2/1480470-20190914.htm); #5539 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com. 
breaking/realtime/article/20190918/60058997; https://news.mingpao.com/ins/}#§ [4] /article/20190918/s00001/1568803193487/) 


570 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=565 183114026992 

S7IHKDM #11823 (https://bit.ly/2NKxAKf) 

572HKDM #13821 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ A 1 Fy FE ZS BS I TE 8 BE) 

573HKDM #15529 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ A BiB Ti ER AEA/) 

574HKDM #16549 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/Bii ae tit A sors Tis Je 3 is EE HH A IS - A A EL) ; #25093 (https://tl.hkrev.info 
portfolio/# a Jee aa F age i Za Si7 Sie ae Sie an eA th EA WP GL) 

575HKDM #16532 (https://bit.ly/2RGS406) 

576HKDM #19300 (https://bit.ly/2s]Cc]8); #29607 (https://bit.ly/2G92Yh0) 

577HKDM #19950 (https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=628492004348372) 


573HKDM #25880 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/ Fe sive {7 @e 48 ETE WE 2Z/); https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/realtime/article/ 
20191208/60356393 


579HKDM #13899 (https://www.facebook.com/hk.nextmedia/posts/10158217351527448); #4469 (https://news.now.com/home/ 
local/player?newsId=361795) 


580H KDM #4412 (https://hk.news.appledaily.com/local/20190820/LLDFSHR4BZDHY MV5IHG4LTCE74/) 

58IHKDM #16298 (https://bit.ly/2ujOPwQ); #20614 (https://bit.ly/2THYtH); HKDM #8559 (https://bit.ly/3arNhQ1) 
582HKDM #12079 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/dJb lia 54 be BFE - pa 4 
583HKDM #14729 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/101 89k dij 4 DU 4 4 - fps aes 8 FH) ie si 1 O04) St - FA 4 K/); #20368 (hetps://tl.hkrev.info/ 
portfolio/ HAileg Tal - He 3 Cl -3e [Al aE EAE) 

584 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/09/hong-kong-arbitrary-arrests-brutal-beatings-and-torture-in-police-detention- 
revealed/? fbclid=IwAR2hA_RA1POBItjaYRVeNIRsGWpvSRcA8EQapzR g8v-dif[xiBtVvAwbh6k 

585HKDM #22048 (https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/4 % peti Fi Ee FF JZ AEF  TA E /) 

586 https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201911/13/P2019111300556.htm 

587 https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2019-10-24/debates/3333A63E-9A90-4AD0-BD00-E08C13124E3B/HongKong 

588 https://topick.hket.com/article/2476797/ 

589 https://bit.ly/38r0BlV 


590 https://news.now.com/home/local/player?newsId=366591 

591 https://staticl.squarespace.com/static/5cfd1ba6a7 117c000170d7aa/t/5dca5190a7804f7elce41f43/1573540243437/ 
sp rpt rolling survey 2019nov12 CHI vl PORI.pdf 

592 https://tl.hkrev.info/portfolio/# KH Wak sical HE ie A 48 HELI: 2 04) $-B] Te SS A BS BB Fee 

593 https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/ Ji #4 4% i HE-4H Jz 7.75 i —tit-cctv- 55 Ai i 8 BS LPS Be BE Hh 
594 https://www.thestandnews.com/politics/ kg $f fil - Hi-cama- Fy Jog Wht Jaf $5 2 SB aT Bd A 7 IRE I A eB - Bs A / 
59SHKDM #17614 (https://bit.ly/2G9qF9h) 

596 https://news.mingpao.com/ins/ # f/article/20191109/s00001/1573310108295/ 


597 https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03068374.2019.1672397? 
fbclid=IwAR3rKIMoxL _tfBx7nAysLQQSHul8B18KyD29Yrc4I6mT808UIMNI1v07704 
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